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(57) Abstract 

The invention describes compounds of formula (I), wherein R 1 is optionally substituted alkyl, or when Z 1 is a direct bond R 1 may 
also represent hydrogen; R 2 is optionally substituted aryl, partially saturated bicycloaryl, heteroaryl or R»R b N-; R 3 is optionally substituted 
aryl or heteroaryl group; A 1 is a bond, optionally substituted Ci^alkylene, or C2^alkylene containing a double or triple bond, or interrupted 
by oxygen, sulphur, phenylene, imino, alkylimino, sulphinyl or sulphonyl; Z 1 is oxygen, sulphur or a bond; Z 2 is oxygen, sulphur or a bond; 
Z 3 is -GsC-, -CH2-CZ-, -CZ-CH 2 -, -CZ-CZ-, -CH 2 -NH-, -CH2-O-. -CH 2 -S-, -CH2-SO-, -CH2-SO2-, -CF 2 -0-, -CZ-NH-, -NH-CH2-, -O- 
CH2-, -S-CH 2 -, -SO-CH2-, -SO2-CH2-, -O-CF2-, -0-CZ-, -NH-CZ-, -N-N-, -NH-SO2-, -S02-NH-, -CZ-CZ-NH-, -NH-CO-O-, -O-CO-NH-, 
-C(-NOR c )CH 2 -, -C(F>N-, -CH(r>CH 2 -, or -NH-CO-NH-; Z is oxygen or sulphur, R» and R b each independently are alkyl or arylalkyl, 
or NR a R b forms a 4-6 membered cyclic amine which optionally contains an additional heteroatom selected from O, S, NH or NR C , or is 
substituted with an oxo group; R c is alkyl or arylalkyl; Q>, Q 2 and Q 3 are each CH or CX 1 or N; and X 1 is halogen; and N-oxides thereof, 
and their prodrugs, pharmaceutically acceptable salts, and solvates (e.g. hydrates), thereof. The invention also describes processes for 
preparing the compounds of formula (I), pharmaceutical compositions comprising such compounds and their use in therapy as inhibitors of 
TNF and type IV cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase (PDE). 
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SUBSTITUTED AROMATIC COMPOUNDS AND THEIR PHARMACEUTICAL USE 

This invention is directed to novel substituted aromatic 
compounds, their preparation, pharmaceutical compositions 
5 containing these compounds, and their pharmaceutical use in the 
treatment of disease states associated with proteinB that 
mediate cellular activity. 

Tumour necrosis factor (TNP) is an important pro-inflammatory 
10 cytokine which causes hemorrhagic "necrosis of some tumors and 
possesses other important biological activities. TNF is 
released by activated macrophages, activated T- lymphocytes, 
natural killer cells, mast cells and basophils, fibroblasts, 
endothelial cells and brain astrocytes amongst other cells. 

15 

The principal in vivo actions of TNF can be broadly classified 
as inflammatory and catabolic. It has been implicated as a 
mediator of endotoxic shock, inflammation of joints and of the 
airways, immune deficiency states, allograft rejection, and in 

20 the cachexia associated with malignant disease and some 

parasitic infections. In view of the association of high serum 
levels of TNF with poor prognosis in sepsis, graft versus host 
disease and adult respiratory distress syndrome, and its role 
in many other immunologic processes, this factor is regarded as 

25 an important mediator of inflammation. 

TNF primes or activates neutrophils, eosinophils, fibroblasts 
and endothelial cells to release tissue damaging mediators. 
TNF also activates monocytes, macrophages and T-lymphocytes to 

30 cause the production of colony stimulating factors and other 
pro- inflammatory cytokines such as IL 1# IL 6 , IL 8 and GM-CSF, 
which in some cases mediate the end effects of TNF. The 
ability of TNF to activate T-lymphocytes, monocytes, 
macrophages and related cells has been implicated in the 

35 progression of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) infection. 
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in order for these cells to become infected with HIV and for 
HIV replication to take place the cells must be maintained in 
an activated state. Cytokines such as TNP have been shown to 
activate Hiv replication in monocytes and macrophages 
Features of endotoxic shock such as fever, metabolic acidosis, 
hypotension and intravascular coagulation are thought to be 
mediated through the actions of tnf on the hypothalamus and in 
reducing the ant i- coagulant activity of vascular endothelial 
cells. The cachexia associated with certain disease states is 
mediated through indirect effects on protein cataboliem. TNP 
also promotes bone resorption and acute phase protein 
synthesis. 

The discussion herein relates to disease states associated with 
lncludi ^ those disease states related to the production of 
TNF itself . and disease states associated with other cytokines, 
such as but not limited to IL X , or IL 6 , that are modulated by 
and/or associated with TNP. For example, a associated 
disease state, where IL X production or action is exacerbated or 
secreted in response to TNF, would therefore be considered a 
disease state associated with TNF. TNF-alpha and TNF-beta are 
also herein referred to collectively as "TNP" unlesB 
specifically delineated otherwise, since there is a close 
structural homology between TNF-alpha (cachectin) and TNF-beta 
(lymphotoxin) and each of them has a capacity to induce similar 
biologic responses and bind to the same cellular receptor. 

Cyclic AMP phosphodiesterases are important enzymes which 
regulate cyclic amp levels and in turn thereby regulate other 
xmportant biological responses. The ability to regulate cyclic 
AMP phosphodiesterases, including type IV cyclic AMP 
Phosphodiesterase, therefore, has been implicated as being 
capable of treating assorted biological conditions, m 
particular, inhibitors of type IV cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase 
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have been implicated as being bronchodilators, prophylactic 
agents useful against asthma and as agents for inhibiting 
eosinophil accumulation and the function of eosinophils, and 
for treating other diseases and conditions characterized by, or 
having an etiology involving, morbid eosinophil accumulation. 
Inhibitors of cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase are also implicated 
in treating inflammatory diseases, proliferative skin diseases 
and conditions associated with cerebral metabolic inhibition. 

It has already been reported that certain substituted 
monocyclic aromatic compounds have valuable pharmaceutical 
properties, in particular the ability to regulate proteins that 
mediate cellular activity, for example, type IV cyclic AMP 
phosphodiesterase, for example in the specifications of 
International Patent Application Publications Nos. WO 94/12461 
and WO 95/01338. 

We have now found that certain substituted aromatic compounds 
have valuable pharmaceutical properties, in particular the 
ability to regulate proteins that mediate cellular activity, 
for example, type IV cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase and/or TNP. 
Thus, in a first aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a compound of formula (I) 



R a A 1 Z 2 ^Q 3 ^ 2 3 R 3 



(I) 



wherein 

R 1 represents a straight- or branched- chain alkyl group of 
1 to about 6 carbon atoms, optionally substituted by one or 
more halogen atoms, or when is a direct bond r1 may also 
represent a hydrogen atom; 
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R 2 represents an optionally substituted aryl, partially 
saturated bicycloaryl, heteroaryl or R a R^N- group; 

R 3 represents an optionally substituted aryl or heteroaryl 
group; 

A 1 represents a direct bond, a straight- or branched-chain 
alkylene linkage containing from 1 to about 6 carbon atoms 
optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxyl, alkoxy or oxo, or 
A 3 - represents a straight- or branched -carbon chain comprising 
from 2 to about 6 carbon atoms and contains a double or triple 
carbon-carbon bond, or is interrupted by an oxygen or sulphur 
atom, a phenylene, imino (-NH-) or alkylimino linkage, or a 
sulphinyl or sulphonyl group; 

Z 1 represents an oxygen or sulphur atom or a direct bond; 

Z 2 represents an oxygen or sulphur atom or a direct bond; 

Z 3 represents a -C=c-, -CH2-CZ-, -CZ-CH2-, -CZ-CZ-, 
-CH2-NH-, -CH2-0-, -CH 2 -S-, -CH 2 -SO-, -CH 2 -S0 2 -, -CF 2 -0-, 
-CZ-NH-, -NH-CH2-, -0-CH 2 -, -S-CH 2 -, -SO-CH 2 -, -S0 2 -CH 2 -, 
-0-CP2-, -0-CZ-, -NH-CZ-, -N=N- , -NH-S0 2 -, -S0 2 -NH-, 
-CZ-CZ-NH- , -KH-CO-0-, -0-CO-NH-, -C (=N0R<=)CH 2 - , -C(P)=K-, 
-CH(P)-CH 2 -, or -NH-CO-NH- linkage; 

Z represents an oxygen or sulphur atom; 

R a and R b each independently represents an alkyl or 
arylalkyl group, or NRa R b formB a 4 _ 6 membered cyclic 
which optionally contains an additional heteroatom selected 
from O, S, NH or nrc, or is substituted with an oxo group; 

R c represents an alkyl or arylalkyl group; 

Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 , which may be the same or different, each 
represents a CH or CX* linkage or a nitrogen atom; and 
X 1 represents a halogen atom; 

and N-oxides thereof, and their prodrugs, pharmaceutically 
acceptable salts, and solvates (e.g. hydrates), thereof; 
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but excluding compounds of formula (I) where R 1 represents 
a straight- or branched-chain alkyl group of 1 to about 4 
carbon atoms substituted by one or more fluorine atoms, R 2 
represents a phenyl group, R 3 represents an optionally 
5 substituted phenyl or pyridyl group. A 1 represents methylene 
group, Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 each represent a CH linkage, Z 1 and Z 2 
each represent an oxygen atom, and Z 3 represents a -CO-NH- 
linkage, and compounds of formula (I) where R 1 represents 
methyl, ethyl , dif luoromethyl or trif luoromethyl, R 2 represents 
10 a phenyl group optionally substituted with C]_4alkyl, 

Cj^alkoxy or halogen, R 3 represents an optionally substituted 
aryl or heteroaryl group. A 1 represents a Cx-galkylene 
(optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxy or alkoxy) , a 
-OC 2 _ 6 alkylene, or a -NHC 2 _ 6 alkylene linkage, Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 
15 each represent a CH linkage, Z 1 and z 2 each represent an oxygen 
atom, and Z 3 represents a -CH 2 -0-, -CH 2 -NH-, -CH 2 -S-, -0-CH 2 -, 
-S-CH 2 -, -NH-CH 2 -, -CH 2 -CO-, -CO-CH 2 -, -CO-NH-, -O-CO- or 
-NH-CO- linkage, 

20 In the present specification, the term "compounds of the 

invention", and equivalent expressions, are meant to embrace 
compounds of general formula (I) as hereinbefore described, 
which expression includes the N-oxides, the prodrugs, the 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts, and the solvates, e.g. 

25 hydrates, where the context so permits. Similarly, reference 
to intermediates, whether or not they themselves are claimed, 
is meant to embrace their N-oxides, salts, and solvates, where 
the context so permits. For the sake of clarity, particular 
instances when the context so permits are sometimes indicated 

30 in the text, but these instances are purely illustrative and it 
is not intended to exclude other instances when the context so 
permits. 
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As used above, and throughout the description of the invention, 
the following terms, unless otherwise indicated, shall be 
understood to have the following meanings:- 

"Patient" includes both human and other mammals. 

"Alkyl" as a group or part of a group means straight- or 
branched-chain alkyl. Particular alkyl groups, unless 
otherwise specified, have 1 to about 12 carbon atoms in the 
chain, more particularly from 1 to about 6 carbon atoms and 
include, for example C 1 . 4 alkyl groups exemplified by methyl, 
ethyl, n-propyl, s-propyl, n-butyl, s-butyl and t-butyl. 

"Aryl" as a group or part of a group denotes a monocyclic or 
multicyclic aromatic carbocyclic moiety of about 6 to about 10 
carbon atoms. When r3 represents an optionally substituted 
aryl group this may particularly represent an aromatic 
carbocyclic moiety of about 6 to about 10 carbon atoms such as 
phenyl or naphthyl optionally substituted with one or more aryl 
group substituents which may be the same or different, where 
"aryl group substituent" includes, for example, hydrogen, 
alkyl, aryl, arylalkyl, hydroxy, hydroxyalkyl , alkoxy, aryloxy, 
arylalkoxy, carboxy, acyl, aroyl, halo, nitro, cyano, carboxy, 
alkoxycarbonyl, aryloxycarbonyl, arylalkoxycarbonyl, acylamino, 
aroylamino, alkylsulfonyl, arylsulfonyl, alkylsulf inyl, 
arylsulfinyl, alkylthio, arylthio, arylalkylthio, Y^h-, 
Yly2 N C0- or y1y2 N S0 2 -, where Y* and y2 are independently 
hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, and aralkyl. Preferred aryl group 
substituents include hydrogen, alkyl, hydroxy, acyl, aroyl, 
halo, nitro, cyano, alkoxycarbonyl, acylamino, alkylthio, 
Y 1 y2n-, y1y 2 nco- and y1y2 N S0 2 -, where Y* and y2 are 
independently hydrogen and alkyl. when r2 contains an 
optionally substituted aryl group this may particularly 
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represent a phenyl group optionally substituted by one or more 
substituents selected from, for example, halogen atoms and 
alkyl, haloalkyl (for example trif luoromethyl) , phenyl, 
phenylalkyl, hydroxy, hydroxyalkyl, alkoxy, phenoxy, 
5 phenylalkoxy, nitro arid cyano groups. 

"Partially saturated bicycloaryl" means a group in which an 
aryl and a cycloalkyl group are fused together to form a 
bicyclic structure. Exemplary arylalkyl groups include indanyl 
10 and tetrahydronaphthyl, especially indanyl. 

"Arylalkyl" means a group in which the aryl and alkyl moieties 
are as previously described. Preferred arylalkyl groups 
contain a C^alkyl moiety. Exemplary arylalkyl groupB include 
15 benzyl, 2-phenethyl and naphthlenemethyl. 

"Hydroxyalkyl" means a HO-alkyl- group in which alkyl is as 
previously defined. Preferred hydroxyalkyl groups contain 
C 1 . 4 alkyl. Exemplary hydroxyalkyl groups include hydroxymethyl 
20 and 2 -hydroxy ethyl. 

"Acyl" as a group or part of a group means an H-CO- or 
alkyl-CO- group in which the alkyl group is as previously 
described. Preferred acyl groups contain Ci^alkyl. Exemplary 
25 acyl groups include formyl, acetyl, propanoyl, 
2-methylpropanoyl, butanoyl and palmitoyl. 

"Aroyl" as a group or part of a group means an aryl-CO- group 
in which the aryl group is as previously described. Exemplary 
30 groups include benzoyl and 1- and 2-naphthoyl. 

"Y 1 Y 2 N-" means a substituted or unsubstituted amino group, 
wherein Y 1 and Y 2 are as previously described. Exemplary 
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groups include amino (H2N-), methylamino, ethylmethylamino, 
dime thy lamino and diethylamino. 

"Alkoxycarbonyl" means an alkyl-O-CO- group- Exemplary 
5 alkoxycarbonyl groups include methoxy- and ethoxycarbonyl . 

"Aryloxycarbonyl" means an aryl-O-CO- group. Exemplary 
aryloxycarbonyl groups include phenoxy- and naphthoxycarbonyl . 

10 "Arylalkoxycarbonyl" means an arylalkyl-O-CO- group- An 
exemplary arylalkoxycarbonyl group is benzyloxycarbonyl. 

M Y 1 Y 2 NC0- M means a substituted or unsubstituted carbamoyl 
group, wherein Y 1 and Y 2 are as previously described. Exemplary 
15 groups are carbamoyl (H2NCO-) and dimethyl carbamoyl (Me2NCO-). 

■Y^NSCfc-" means a substituted or unsubstituted sulfamoyl 
group, wherein Y 1 and Y 2 are as previously described. Exemplary 
groups are sulfamoyl (H2NSO2-) and dimethylsulfamoyl 
20 (Me2NS02-) - 

"Alkylsulfonyl" means an alkyl-S02- group. Preferred groups 
are those in which the alkyl group is Ci_4alkyl. 

25 "Alkylsulf inyl" means an alkyl-SO- group. Preferred groups are 
those in which the alkyl group is C 1 . 4 alkyl. 

"Halo" or "halogen" means fluoro, chloro, bromo, or iodo. 
Preferred are fluoro, chloro or bromo; more preferred are 
30 fluoro or chloro. 

"Heteroaryl" denotes an aromatic monocyclic or multicyclic 
organic moiety of about 5 to about 10 ring members in which one 
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or more of the ring members is/are element (8) other than 
carbon, for example nitrogen, oxygen or sulphur. Examples of 
suitable optionally substituted heteroaryl groups include 
pyrazinyl, furyl, benzofuranyl, thienyl, pyridyl, pyrimidinyl, 
5 isoxazolyl, 1,2,3-oxadiazole, 1, 2, 4-oxadiazole, 
1,2,5-oxadiazole, 1,3, 4-oxadiazole, thiazolyl, 

1,3,4-thiadiazolyl, isothiazolyl, pyridazinyl, 1,2,4-triazinyl, 
quinolinyl, and isoquinolinyl groups, optionally substituted by 

one or more aryl group substituents. When R 3 contains an 
10 optionally substituted heteroaryl group this may particularly 
represent an optionally substituted "azaheteroaryl" group 
(where the term M azaheteroaryl" means a heteroaryl group of 
about 5 to about 10 ring members in which one or more of the 
ring members is /are nitrogen) . Preferred heteroaryl groups 
15 within R 2 include thienyl, thiazolyl, pyridyl, 1,2, 4-oxadiazole 
or 1,3, 4-oxadiazole. Optional substituents for the heteroaryl 

group within R 2 include, for example, halogen atoms and alkyl, 
aryl, arylalkyl, heteroaryl, heteroarylalkyl, hydroxy, oxo, 
hydroxyalkyl, haloallcyl (for example trif luoromethyl) , alkoxy, 
20 haloalkoxy, aryloxy, heteroaryloxy, arylalkoxy and 

heteroarylalkoxy groups. Preferred heteroaryl groups 

represented by R 3 are optionally substituted pyridyl groups, 
especially wherein the optional substituents are alkyl groups 
or, more particularly, halogen atoms. 

25 

"Substituted oxadiazole 11 denotes substituted by, for example, a 
halogen atom, or an alkyl, haloalkyl (for example 
trif luoromethyl ) , aryl , heteroaryl , arylalkyl , heteroarylalkyl , 
hydroxy, hydroxyalkyl, alkoxy, aryloxy, heteroaryloxy, 
30 arylalkoxy, or heteroarylalkoxy group. 

"Prodrug* 1 means a compound which is convertible In vivo by 
metabolic means (e.g. by hydrolysis) to a compound of formula 
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(I), including N-oxides thereof, for example an ester of a 
compound of formula (I) containing a hydroxy group. 

Suitable esters are of many different types, for example 
5 acetates, citrates, lactates, tartrates, malonates, oxalates, 
salicylates, propionates, succinates, fumarates, maleates, 
methylene-bis-p-hydroxynaphthoates, gentisates, isethionates, 
di-p-toluoyltartrates, methanesulphonates, ethanesulphonates, 
benzenesulphonates, p-toluenesulphonates, cyclohexylsulphamates 
10 and quinates. 

An especially useful class of esters may be formed from acid 
moieties selected from those described by Bundgaard et al., 
J. Med. Chenu, 21, (1989), 2503-2507, and include substituted 

15 (aminomethyl)-benzoates, for example dialkylamino- 

methylbenzoates in which the two alkyl groups may be joined 
together and/or interrupted by an oxygen atom or by an 
optionally substituted nitrogen atom, e.g. an alkylated 
nitrogen atom, more especially (morpholino-methyl)benzoates, 

20 e.g. 3- or 4- (morpholinomethyl) -benzoates, and 
(4-alkylpiperazin-l-yl)benzoates, e.g. 3- or 
4-(4-alkylpiperazin-l-yl)benzoates. 

Some of the compounds of the present invention are basic, and 
25 such compounds are useful in the form of the free base or in 
the form of a pharmaceutical ly acceptable acid addition salt 
thereof . 

Acid addition salts are a more convenient form for use; and in 
30 practice, use of the salt form inherently amounts to use of the 
free base form. The acids which can be used to prepare the 
acid addition salts include preferably those which produce, 
when combined with the free base, pharmaceutical^ acceptable 
salts, that is, salts whose anions are non- toxic to the patient 
35 in pharmaceutical doses of the salts, so that the beneficial 
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inhibitory effects inherent in the free base are not vitiated 
by side effects ascribable to the anions. Although 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts of said basic compounds are 
preferred, all acid addition salts are useful as sources of the 
5 free base form even if the particular salt, per se, is deBired 
only as an intermediate product as, for example, when the salt 
is formed only for purposes of purification, and 
identification, or when it is used as intermediate in preparing 
a pharmaceutical ly acceptable salt by ion exchange procedures. 

10 Pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts within the scope of the 

invention include those derived from mineral acids and organic 
acids, and include hydrohalides, e.g. hydrochlorides and 
hydrobromides, sulphates, phosphates, nitrates, sulphamates, 
acetates, citrates, lactates, tartrates, malonates, oxalates, 

15 salicylates, propionates, succinates, fumarates, maleates, 

methylene-bis-p-hydroxynaphthoates , gentisateB , isethionates , 
di-p- toluoyltartrates , methanesulphonates , ethanesulphonates , 
benzenesulphonates, p-toluenesulphonates, cyclohexylsulphamates 
and ouinates. 

20 

As well as being useful in themselves as active compounds, 
salts of compounds of the invention are useful for the purposes 
of purification of the compounds, for example by exploitation 
of the solubility differences between the salts and the parent 
25 compounds, side products and/or starting materials by 
techniques well known to those skilled in the art. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that certain 
compounds of the invention can exhibit isomerism, for example 
30 optical isomerism and geometrical isomerism. All such isomers 
of the compounds of the invention, and their mixtures, are 
within the scope of the invention. 

with reference to formula (I) above, the following are 
35 particular and preferred groupings: 
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R 1 preferably represents a C 1 _ 4 alkyl group optionally 
substituted by one or more halogen (e.g. fluorine) atoms. 
R 1 more preferably represents methyl or dif luoromethyl. 

R 2 particularly represents an optionally substituted heteroaryl 
group, preferably optionally substituted thienyl, thiazolyl, 
pyridyl, oxidopyridinio, 1, 2,4-oxadiazolyl, 1,3,4-oxadiazolyl. 

R 2 also particularly represents an optionally substituted aryl 
group, such as a phenyl or alkoxyphenyl , or preferably a 
4-methoxyphenyl, group. 

R 2 also particularly represents a partially saturated 
bicycloaryl group. Preferred bicycloaryl groups contain a 
cyclopentyl moiety fused to an aryl ring, for example indanyl, 
especially a 2 -indanyl group. 

R 2 also particularly represents a R a R^N- group, such as a 
piperidinyl, morpholinyl or pyrrolidinyl, especially 
2-oxo-pyrrolidinyl . 

R 2 preferably represents substituted 1, 2,4-oxadiazolyl or 
1,3,4-oxadiazolyl particularly where the substituent is an 
optionally substituted phenyl group or a heteroaryl (e.g. 
pyridyl) group. 

R 2 more preferably represents substituted 1, 2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl 
or l,3,4-oxadiazol-5-yl each substituted in the 3- and 
2 -positions respectively by an optionally substituted phenyl 
group (e.g. 4-halophenyl or 4 -alkoxyphenyl) or more especially 
substituted in the 3- and 2 -positions respectively by a 
heteroaryl (e.g. pyridyl such as 2 -pyridyl) group. 
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R 3 preferably represents a heteroaryl group substituted on both 
the positions next to the position which is directly attached 
to Z 3 . 

5 R 3 also preferably represents a heteroaryl group substituted by 
one or two halogen, e.g. chlorine, atoms. 

R 3 more preferably represents an optionally substituted 
azaheteroaryl group, such as an optionally substituted pyridyl 
10 group, especially a pyridyl group substituted by one or two 
halogen, e.g. chlorine, atoms, particularly where the halogen 
atom(s) is/are positioned next to the position which is 
directly attached to the linkage Z 3 . 

15 R 3 is especially a 3, 5-dihalopyrid-4-yl moiety, more especially 
a 3,5-dichloropyrid-4-yl moiety. 

It is to be understood that the aforementioned heteroaryl 
moieties represented by R 3 when containing at least one 
20 nitrogen atom may be presented as the corresponding N-oxides, 
and such N-oxideB are also preferred. Thus, R 3 may preferably 
represent a 3 , 5-dihalo-l-oxido-4-pyridinio group, such as a 
3, 5-dichloro-l-oxido-4-pyridinio group. 

25 Z 1 preferably represents an oxygen atom. 

Z 2 preferably represents an oxygen atom or a bond. 

Z 3 preferably represents a -CO-NH-, -CO-CH 2 -, -C(F)=N- or 
30 -CH(F)-CH 2 - group. 
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Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 may particularly each independently represent CH, 

CX 1 , n or N(O) . Preferably, q1 and Q 3 are CH and O 2 is CH, CP, 
N or N(O) . 

Examples of the moiety A 1 include a direct bond, an 
unsubstituted Btraight chain alkylene linkage containing from 1 
to 6 carbon atoms, or a straight carbon chain comprising from 2 
to 6 carbon atoms and contains a double or triple carbon-carbon 
bond, or is interrupted by an oxygen atom; 

Al particularly represents a direct bond, a straight chain 
alkylene linkage containing from 1 to 4 carbon atoms, i.e. a 
methylene, ethylene, propylene or butylene linkage, or a 
straight chain alkylene linkage containing from 3 to 4 carbon 
atoms interrupted by an oxygen atom especially a -CH 2 OCH 2 CH 2 - 
or -OCH 2 CH 2 - linkage. 

It is to be understood that this invention covers all 
appropriate combinations of the particular and preferred 
groupings referred to herein. 

A further particular group of compounds of the present 
invention are compounds of formula (la) 



rVz 2 




(la) 



wherein R*, R 2 , A 1 , Q 2 and Z 2 are as defined previously, x 2 
and X 3 each represent a halogen atom, and z* is NH or CH 2 , and 
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N-oxides thereof and their prodrugs, pharmaceutically 
acceptable salts, and solvates (e.g. hydrates), thereof. 

Compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 represents methyl or 
difluoromethyl are preferred. 

Compounds of formula (la) in which r2 represents an optionally 
substituted phenyl (particularly 4-methoxyphenyl) , indanyl 
(particularly 2-indanyl), optionally substituted pyrrolidinyl 
(particularly 2-oxo-pyrrolidinyl) , furyl, thienyl, thiazolyl, 
pyridyl or pyridazyl group, or a substituted oxadiazole 
(particularly a 1,2,4- or a 1,3, 4 -oxadiazole) group are 
preferred. R 2 is particularly a 3-heteroaryl-l,2,4-oxadiazol- 
5-yl group such as a 3-pyridyl-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl group, 
especially 3 - ( 2 -pyridyl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol- 5 -yl . 

Compounds of formula (la) in which X 2 and x3 each represent, a 
fluorine, or more particularly, a chlorine atom are preferred. 

Compounds of formula (la) in which A 1 a straight chain alkylene 
linkage containing from 1 to 4 carbon atoms are preferred. 

Compounds of formula (la) in which A* a straight chain alkylene 
linkage containing from 3 to 4 carbon atoms interrupted by an 
oxygen atom, especially a -CH 2 OCH 2 CH2- ox -OCH 2 CH 2 - linkage, 
are also preferred. 

Compounds of formula (la) in which Q 2 represents CH, N or N(0) 
are preferred. 

Compounds of formula (la) in which Z 2 represents an oxygen atom 
or a direct bond are preferred. 
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A preferred group of compounds of the invention are compounds 
of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or difluoromethyl, R 2 is 
an optionally substituted aryl group, especially phenyl or 
4-methoxyphenyl, X 2 and X 3 each represent a chlorine atom, and 
A 1 , Q 2 , z 2 and Z 4 are as defined above, and N-oxides and 
solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

A further preferred group of compounds of the invention are 
compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or 
difluoromethyl, R 2 is a 2-indanyl group, X 2 and X 3 each 
represent a chlorine atom, and A 1 , Q 2 , z 2 and Z 4 are as defined 
above, and N-oxides and solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

A further preferred group of compounds of the invention are 
compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or 
difluoromethyl, R 2 is a 2-oxo-pyrrolidinyl group, X 2 and X 3 
each represent a chlorine atom, and A 1 , Q 2 , Z 2 and Z 4 are as 
defined above, and N-oxides and solvates (e.g. hydrates) 
thereof . 

A further preferred group of compounds of the invention are 
compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or 
difluoromethyl, R 2 is an optionally substituted pyridyl group, 
especially a 2-pyridyl, 3-pyridyl or 4-pyridyl group or an 
N-oxide thereof, X 2 and X 3 each represent a chlorine atom, and 
A 1 , Q 2 , z 2 and Z 4 are as defined above, and N-oxides and 
solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

A further preferred group of compounds of the invention are 
compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or 
difluoromethyl, R 2 is an optionally substituted thienyl group, 
especially a 2 -thienyl group, X 2 and X 3 each represent a 
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chlorine atom, and A 1 , Q 2 , z 2 and Z 4 are as defined above, and 
N-oxides and solvates (e.g. hydrateB) thereof. 

A further preferred group of compounds of the invention are 
5 compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or 

difluoromethyl, R 2 is a 1,2, 4-oxadiazol-5-yl group substituted 
in the 3-position by an optionally substituted phenyl group 
(e.g. 4-halophenyl or 4-alkoxyphenyl) or substituted in the 
3-position by a heteroaryl group (e.g. a pyridyl group such as 
10 2-pyridyl), X 2 and X 3 each represent a chlorine atom, and A 1 , 

Q 2 , Z 2 and Z 4 are as defined above, and N-oxides and solvates 
(e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

A further preferred group of compounds of the invention are 
15 compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or 

difluoromethyl, R 2 is a l,3,4-oxadiazol-5-yl group, substituted 
in the 2-position by an optionally substituted phenyl group 
(e.g. 4-halophenyl or 4-alkoxyphenyl) , x 2 and X 3 each represent 
a chlorine atom, and A 1 , Q 2 , z 2 and Z 4 are as defined above, 
20 and N-oxides and solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

A particularly preferred group of compounds of the invention 
are compounds of formula (la) in which R 1 is methyl or 
difluoromethyl, R 2 is a 3-pyridyl-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl group, 
25 especially 3- (2-pyridyl) -1, 2, 4-oxadiazol-5-yl, X 2 and X 3 each 
represent a chlorine atom, and A 1 , Q 2 , z 2 and Z 4 are as defined 
above, and N-oxides and solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

It is to be understood that the present invention includes 
30 compounds of the invention having any combination of the 

particular and preferred features referred to hereinbefore. 
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Particular compounds of the invention are selected from the 
following: 

N- (3, 5-di chloropyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3- (4- 
phenylbutoxy) benzamide; 
5 N- (3, 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -yl) - 4-methoxy-3- {3- (4-methoxyphenyl) 
1, 2, 4 -oxadiazol -5 -ylmethoxy) benzamide; 

3- ( benzyl thiomethyl ) -N- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4- 
me thoxybenz amide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -3- [3- (pyridin-2-yl) -1, 2,4- 
10 oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -4 -me thoxybenz amide; 

4 - [ 3- ( 4 -chlorophenyl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol- 5 -ylmethoxy] -N- ( 3 , 5- 
dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) - 5 -methoxypyridine-2 -carboxamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 - di chloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - (pyr idin- 2 - 
yloxyme thyl ) benzamide ; 
15 3 - [ 3 - ( 4 -chlorophenyl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol - 5 -ylmethoxy] -N- (3,5- 
dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxybenzamide; 
N- (3, 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 3 -methyl -1,2,4- 
oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy) benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -yl ) -4 -methoxy- 3 - [ 2 - ( pyr idin- 4- 
20 yl ) e thoxy] benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-di chloropyr i din- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 2 - { 4 -methyl thi azol - 5 
y 1 } e thoxy ) benz ami de ; 

N- (3,5 - di chloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 2 - thi en- 2 - 
ylethoxy) benzamide; 
25 N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-benzyloxybenzamide; 
N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- (4- 
phenylbutoxy ) benzamide ; 

N-(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-[2-(pyridin-3- 
yl ) propyloxy] benzamide; 
30 N- ( 3 , 5 - dichloropyridin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 2 - 
benzyl oxy e thoxy ) benz ami de ; 

3 - { 2 - [ 3 - ( 4 -chlorophenyl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol- 5 -yl ] ethyl } -N- (3,5- 
dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxybenzamide ; 
N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- (2- 
35 phenylethoxy ) benzamide; 
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N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-dif luoromethoxy-3- (2- 
phenylethoxy ) benzamide ; 

H- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-5-methoxy-4- [2- (4- 
methoxyphenyl ) ethoxy] pyridine-2-carboxamide; 
5 N- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yl ) ethoxy] benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3- 
yl ) ethoxy] benzamide; 

N- { 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -yl ) -4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 2 - 
10 phenyl ethyl) benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 2 - 
phenylethynyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- 
(phenoxymethyl ) benzamide; 
15 N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - 
(benzyloxymethyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5- dichl oropyr idin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3- (4- 
methoxyphenyl ) benzamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - [ 3 - ( 2 - thi eny 1 ) - 1 , 2 , 4 - 
20 oxadi azol - 5 -yl ] methoxybenzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (4-chlorophenyl) - 
1*3, 4 -oxadiazol -5 -yl] methoxybenzamide; 

N- (3, 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- [3 - (4-methoxyphenyl) - 
1, 2 ,4-oxadiazol-5-yl] methoxybenzamide; 
25 3- [3-(4-Chlorophenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]-N-(3,5- 
dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -4 -methoxybenzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) - 
1,2,4 -oxadiazol - 5 -y 1 ] benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5- di chlor opyr i din- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 3 -phenyl -1,2,4- 
30 oxadiazol-5-yl)benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-2-yl) - 
1,2, 4 -oxadiazol - 5 -yl ] benzamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -5 -methoxy- 4 - ( 2- [pyridin-3 - 
yl] ethoxy) pyridine-2-carboxamide; 
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N~ (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-2- 
yl] ethoxy) pyridine- 2 -carboxamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-4- 
yl ) propyloxy ] benzamide ; 
5 N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloro-pyr idixi-4 -yl ) -4-methoxy- 3- [3- ( pyridin- 3 - 
yl ) propyloxy] benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloro-pyridin-4 -y 1 ) -4-methoxy- 3 - [ 2 - ( 4 - 
methoxyphenyl ) ethenyl ] benzamide ; 

N-(3 # 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-[2-(pyridin-2- 
10 yl)ethynyl] benzamide; 

N~ (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yl ) ethyl ] benzamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloro-pyridin-4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3- (2- 
naphthyl ) benzamide ; 

15 N-(3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-(2- 
benzof uranyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy- 3- ( 1- 
naphthyl ) benzamide ; 

N-(3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-(3-thienyl)benzamide; 
20 2 - ( 3 , 5 - di chlor opyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 1 - { 4 -me thoxy- 3 - [ 2 - ( pyr i di n- 2 - 
yl ) e thoxy ] phenyl } ethanone ; 

2- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -1- {4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3- 
yl ) e thoxy 1 phenyl } ethanone ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 - di chloro-pyr idin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -met hoxy- 3 - ( 4 - 
25 methoxybenzyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5 -dichloro-pyridin-4 -yl) -4-methoxy-3- (3- (4- 

methoxyphenyl ) propyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (4- 

methoxyphenyl thiomethyl ) benz amide ; 
30 N- ( 3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4 -yl ) -4-methoxy- 3 - (pyridin-2 - 

ylme thoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-3- 
ylme thoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3/ 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-4- 
35 ylmethoxy ) benzamide ; 
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N-(3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-4-methyl-3- (pyridin-2- 
ylethoxy) benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) -4 -me thoxy- 3 - { 2 - ( 1 - 
piperidinyl ) ethoxy }benzamide; 
5 N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -4 -me thoxy- 3 - { 2 - ( 2 -oxo-pyrrolidin- 
1-yl ) ethoxy}benzamide; 

N- (3 , 5-di chloropyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3- (2- 
phenoxye thoxy ) benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-{2- (3-methylpyridin-2- 
10 yl ) ethoxy } benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) -4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 2 -fury 1 ) benzamide ; 
N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- (2- 
indanyloxy ) benzamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 - di chloropyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 - ( 2 - 
15 f uryl ) ethoxy}benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) - 3 - { 2 - ( pyr idin- 2 - 
yl ) ethyl } benzamide ; 

(3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -N- [f luoro (3- {3- (4-chlorophenyl) - 
1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol - 5-ylme thoxy } -4 -met hoxyphenyl ) methylene ] amine ; 
20 ( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro ( 4 -methoxy- 3- ( 3 -methyl - 
l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy)phenyl)methylene]amine; 
( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 -pyr idin- 
4 -yle thoxy} phenyl) -methylene] amine; 

( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro ( 4 -methoxy- 3- { 2 - ( 4 - 
25 methylthiazol-5-yl)ethoxy}phenyl) methylene] amine; 

( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 - thi en-2 - 
yl ethoxy} phenyl ) -methylene] amine; 

( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -H- [ f luoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - 
{benzyloxy} phenyl) -methylene] amine; ... - - 

30 ( 3, 5 -dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -N- [f luoro- (4-methoxy-3- {4- 
phenylbutoxy} phenyl) -methylene] amine; 

(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N-[fluoro-(4-methoxy-3-{ (3-pyridin- 
3 -yDpropyloxy} phenyl) -methylene] amine; 
( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 - 
35 benzyloxyethoxy} phenyl ) -methylene] amine; 
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( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro- ( 4 -methoxy-3 - { 2 - 
piper idinyle thoxy} phenyl ) -methylene] amine? 

2- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -1- (3- (pyridin-2-ylethoxy) -4- 
methoxyphenyl) -1-f luoroethane; 

5 and N-oxides, and pharmaceutical ly acceptable salts and 
solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

Preferred compounds include :-■ 

N- ( 3 , 5 - dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) - 4 -me thoxy- 3 - ( 2 -phenyl - 
10 e thoxy )benz amide; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -4-methoxy-3- (4-phenyl- 
butoxy ) benz amide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-dif luoromethoxy-3- [2- 
phenyle thoxy ] benzamide ; 
15 N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy-3- (2- 
benzyloxye thoxy) benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 - di chloropyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -me thoxy- 3 - ( 2 - 
phenoxyethoxy ) benzamide; 

N-(3 # 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-5-methoxy-4-[2-(4- 
20 methoxyphenyl) ethoxyl pyridine- 2 -carboxamide; 
N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -me thoxy- 3- (2- 
indanyloxy) benzamide; 

N- (3 # 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl ) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yl ) e thoxy ] benzamide ; 
25 N- {3, 5 -di chloro-pyr idin-4 -yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-4- 
yl ) propyloxy ] benzamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloro-pyr idin-4 -yl ) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-3- 
yl ) propyloxy] benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -5-methoxy-4- [2- (pyridin-2- 
30 yl ) ethoxy] pyridine- 2 -carboxamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 - di chloropyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -me thoxy- 3 - ( 2 - thi en- 2 - 
ylethoxy) benzamide; 

3 - [ 3 - ( 4 - chloropheny 1 ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadi a zol - 5 -ylmethoxy ] -N- (3,5- 
dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -4-methoxybenzamide; 
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3-[3 - (4-methoxyphenyl) -l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -N- (3,5- 

dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxybenzamide; 

NM3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-3-[3-(pyridin-2-yl)-l,2,4- 

oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy]-4-methoxybenzamide; 

3- [2- (4-chlorophenyl) -l;3,4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -N- (3, 5- 

dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -4-methoxybenzamide,- 

and N-oxides, and pharmaceutical ly acceptable salts and 

solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

The compounds of the invention exhibit useful pharmacological 
activity and accordingly are incorporated into pharmaceutical 
compositions and used in the treatment of patients suffering 
from certain medical disorders. The present invention thus 
provides, according to a further aspect, compounds of the 
invention and compositions containing compounds of the 
invention for use in therapy. 

Compounds within the scope of the present invention exhibit 
marked pharmacological activities according to tests described 
in the literature which tests results are believed to correlate 
to pharmacological activity in humans and other mammals. 
Detailed in vitro and in vivo procedures are described 
hereinafter. 

Compounds of the invention are inhibitors of tumor necrosis 
factor, especially TNF-a. Thus, in a further embodiment, the 
present invention provides compounds of the invention and 
compositions containing compounds of the invention for use in 
the treatment of a patient suffering from, or subject to, 
conditions which can be ameliorated by the administration of an 
inhibitor of TNF, especially of TNF-a. For example, compounds 
of the present invention are useful in joint inflammation, 
including arthritis, rheumatoid arthritis and other arthritic 
conditions such as rheumatoid spondylitis and osteoarthritis. 
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Additionally, the compounds are useful in treatment of sepsis, 
septic shock, gram negative sepsis, toxic shock syndrome, adult 
respiratory distress syndrome, asthma and other chronic 
pulmonary diseases, bone resorption diseases, reperfusion 
5 injury, graft vs. host "reaction and allograft rejection* 

Furthermore, the compounds are useful in the treatment of 
infections such as viral infections and parasitic infections, 
for example malaria such as cerebral malaria, fever and 
10 myalgias due to infection, HIV, AIDS, cachexia such as cachexia 
secondary to AIDS or to cancer. 

Compounds of the invention are also cyclic AMP 
phosphodiesterase inhibitors, in particular type IV cyclic AMP 

15 phosphodiesterase inhibitors. Thus, in another embodiment of 
the invention, we provide compounds of the invention and 
compositions containing compounds of the invention for use in 
the treatment of a patient suffering from, or subject to, 
conditions which can be ameliorated by the administration of an 

20 inhibitor of cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase, especially type IV 
cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase. For example, compounds within 
the present invention are useful as bronchodilators and 
prophylactic agents useful against asthma, and agents for the 
inhibition of eosinophil accumulation and of the function of 

25 eosinophils, e.g. for the treatment of inflammatory airways 
disease, especially reversible airway obstruction or asthma, 
and for the treatment of other diseases and conditions 
characterized by, or having an etiology involving, morbid 
eosinophil accumulation. As further examples of conditions 

30 which can be ameliorated by the administration of inhibitors of 
cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase such as compounds of the invention 
there may be mentioned inflammatory diseases, such as atopic 
dermatitis, urticaria, allergic rhinitis, psoriasis, rheumatoid 
arthritis, inflammatory bowel diseases (e.g. Crohn's disease, 

35 ulcerative colitis), adult respiratory distress syndrome and 
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diabetes insipidus, other proliferative skin diseases such as 
keratosis and various types of dermatitis , conditions 
associated with cerebral metabolic inhibition, such as cerebral 
senility, multi-infarct dementia, senile dementia (Alzheimer's 
5 disease) , and memory impairment associated with Parkinson's 
disease, and conditions ameliorated by neuroprotectant 
activity, such as cardiac arrest, stroke, and intermittent 
claudication. 

10 Other disease states that may be treated with the compounds of 
the present invention include pyresis, autoimmune diseases 
(e.g. systemic lupus erythematosus, allergic erythematosus, 
multiple scierosis), type I diabetes mellitus, psoriasis, 
Be?het # s disease, anaphylactoid purpura nephritis, chronic 

15 glomerulonephritis, and leukemia. 

A special embodiment of the therapeutic methods of the present 
invention is the treating of asthma. 

20 Another special embodiment of the therapeutic methods of the 
present invention is the treating of joint inflammation. 

According to a further feature of the invention there is 
provided a method for the treatment of a human or animal 

25 patient suffering from, or subject to, conditions which can be 
ameliorated by the administration of an inhibitor of cyclic AMP 
phosphodiesterase or of TNF, especially TNF-a, for example 
conditions as hereinbefore described, which comprises the 
administration to the patient of an effective amount of 

30 compound of the invention or a composition containing a 
compound of the invention. 

"Effective a moun t" is meant to describe an amount of compound 
of the present invention effective in inhibiting cyclic AMP 
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phosphodiesterase and/or TNF and thus producing the desired 
therapeutic effect. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is provided 
5 the use of a compound of the invention in the manufacture of a 
medicament for the treatment of a patient suffering from, or 
subject to, conditions which can be ameliorated by the 
administration of an inhibitor of cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase, 
especially type IV cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase. 

10 

According to a further aspect of the invention, there is 
provided the use of a compound of the invention in the 
manufacture of a medicament for the treatment of a patient 
suffering from, or subject to, conditions which can be 
15 ameliorated by the administration of an inhibitor of TNF, 
especially of TNF— a. 

References herein to treatment should be understood to include 
prophylactic therapy as well as treatment of established 
20 conditions. 

The present invention also includes within its scope 
pharmaceutical compositions comprising at least one of the 
compounds of the invention in association with a 
25 pharmaceutical^ acceptable carrier or excipient. 

Compounds of the invention may be administered by any suitable 
means. In practice compounds of the present invention may 
generally be administered parenteral ly, rectally, by inhalation 
30 or, especially, by the oral route. 

Compositions according to the invention may be prepared 
according to the customary methods, using one or more 
pharmaceutically acceptable adjuvants or excipients. The 
35 adjuvants comprise, inter alia, diluents, sterile aqueous media 
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and the various non- toxic organic solvents. The compositions 
may be presented in the form of tablets, capsules, pills, 
granules, powders, aoueous solutions or suspensions, injectable 
solutions, elixirs or syrups, and can contain one or more 
5 agents chosen from the group comprising sweeteners, flavorings, 
colorings, or stabilizers in order to obtain pharmaceutically 
acceptable preparations. The choice of vehicle and the content 
of active substance in the vehicle are generally determined in 
accordance with the solubility and chemical properties of the 

10 active compound, the particular mode of administration and the 
provisions to be observed in pharmaceutical practice. For 
example, excipients such as lactose, sodium citrate, calcium 
carbonate, dicalcium phosphate and disintegrating agents such 
as starch, alginic acids and certain complex silicates combined 

15 with lubricants such as magnesium stearate, sodium lauryl 
sulphate and talc may be used for preparing tablets. To 
prepare a capsule, it is advantageous to use lactose and high 
molecular weight polyethylene glycols. When aqueous 
suspensions or solutions are used they can contain emulsifying 

20 agents or agents which facilitate suspension or solubilisation. 
Diluents such as sucrose, ethanol, polyethylene glycol. 
Propylene glycol, glycerol and chloroform or mixtures thereof 
may also be used. 

25 For parenteral administration, emulsions, suspensions or 
solutions of the products according to the invention in 
vegetable oil, for example sesame oil, groundnut oil or olive 
oil, or aqueous -organic solutions such as water and propylene 
glycol, injectable organic esters such as ethyl oleate, as well 

30 as sterile aqueous solutions of the pharmaceutically acceptable 
salts, are UBed. The solutions of the salts of the products 
according to the invention are especially useful for 
administration by intramuscular or subcutaneous injection. The 
aqueous solutions, also comprising solutions of the salts in 

35 pure distilled water, may be used for intravenous 
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administration with the proviso that their pH is suitably 
adjusted, that they are judiciously buffered and rendered 
isotonic with a sufficient quantity of glucose or sodium 
chloride and that they are sterilized by heating, irradiation 
5 or microfiltration. 

Por administration by inhalation compounds of the invention may 
be dissolved or suspended in a suitable carrier for use in a 
nebulizer or a suspension or solution aerosol, or may be 
10 absorbed or adsorbed onto a suitable solid carrier for use in a 
dry powder inhaler. 

Solid compositions for rectal administration include 
suppositories formulated in accordance with known methods and 
15 containing at least one compound of the invention. 

The percentage of active ingredient in the compositions of the 
invention may be varied, it being necessary that it should 
constitute a proportion such that a suitable dosage shall be 

20 obtained. Obviously, several unit dosage formB may be 

administered at about the same time. The dose employed will be 
determined by the physician, and depends upon the desired 
therapeutic effect, the route of administration and the 
duration of the treatment, and the condition of the patient. 

25 In the adult, the doses are generally from about 0.001 to about 
50, preferably about 0.001 to about 5, mg/kg body weight per 
day by inhalation, from about 0.01 to about 100, preferably 0.1 
to 70, more especially 0.5 to 10, mg/kg body weight per day by 
oral administration, and from about 0.001 to about 10, 

30 preferably 0.01 to 1, mg/kg body weight per day by intravenous 
administration. In each particular case, the doses will be 
determined in accordance with the factors distinctive to the 
subject to be treated, such as age, weight, general state of 
health and other characteristics which can influence the 

35 efficacy of the medicinal product. 
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The compounds according to the invention may be administered as 
frequently as necessary in order to obtain the desired 
therapeutic effect. Some patients may respond rapidly to a 
5 higher or lower doBe and may find much weaker maintenance doses 
adequate . For other patients , it may be necessary to have 
long-term treatments at the rate of 1 to 4 doses per day, in 
accordance with the physiological requirements of each 
particular patient. Generally, the active product may be 
10 administered orally 1 to 4 times per day. Of course, for some 
patients, it will be necessary to prescribe not more than one 
or two doses per day. 

The compounds of the present invention may also be formulated 
15 for use in conjunction with other therapeutic agents such as 
agents which increase cyclic AMP production including 
p-agonistB and PGE2* It is to be understood that the present 
invention includes combinations of compounds of the present 
invention with one or more of the aforementioned therapeutic 
20 agents. 

Compounds of the invention may be prepared by the application 
or adaptation of known methods, which means methods uBed 
heretofore or described in the literature, for example as 

25 illustrated in the Examples and Reference Examples and 

chemical equivalents thereof. In the reactions described 
hereinafter it may be necessary to protect reactive functional 
groups, for example hydroxy, amino, imino, thio or carboxy 
groups, where theBe are desired in the final product , to avoid 

30 their unwanted participation in the reactions. Conventional 
protecting groups may be used in accordance with standard 
practice, for examples see T.W. Green and P.G.M.WutB in 
"Protective Groups in Organic Chemistry" John Wiley and Sons, 
1991. 

35 
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General formula (I) can also be written as:- 



T 1 -Z 3 r3 (I) 

wherein Z 3 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and T 1 represents 
a group of the general formula:- 



rV Y°Y 



R A Z< u Tl 



wherein the symbols are as hereinbefore defined. 

According to a further feature of the invention, in a process 
(A), compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore 
defined, Z 3 represents a -CO-NH- linkage and R 3 are as 
hereinbefore defined, and preferably represents a heteroaryl 
group containing at least one nitrogen atom, particularly a 
substituted heteroaryl group containing at least one nitrogen 
atom wherein the substitution is such that the pKa of the said 
nitrogen atom is about 10 or less, e.g. a 3 , 5-dichloropyrid-4- 
yl group, may be prepared by the reaction of compounds of the 
general formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as immediately 
hereinbefore defined, and Z 3 represents a -C(F)=N- linkage, 
with a suitable base, for example potassium 

trimethylsilanolate. The reaction is optionally carried out in 
an inert solvent, "for example an ether, such as 
tetrahydfofuran, preferably at a temperature from about 0°C to 
the reflux temperature. 

Compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined 
(but where Z 2 represents oxygen), z 3 represents a -C(F)=N- 
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linkage and R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, may be prepared from 
compounds of the general formula (II):- 

T 2 -CF«NR 3 (II) 

wherein R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and T 2 represents a 
group of the general formula :- 




wherein R 1 , q1, q 2 , q 3 and z l are as hereinbefore defined, by 
reaction with alcohols of formula (III):- 

R 2 A^0H (III) 

wherein R 2 and A 1 are as hereinbefore defined and A 1 represents 
an alkylene linkage, in the presence of a triarylphosphine, 
such as triphenylphosphine, and a dialkyl ester, such as the 
diisopropyl or diethyl ester of azodicarboxylic acid. The 
reaction preferably takes place in an inert solvent, such as 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from about 0°C to 
about 60°C. 

According to a further feature of the invention, in a process 
(B), compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as 
hereinbefore defined and Z 3 represents a -CO-NH- linkage may be 
prepared by the reaction of compounds of the general formula 
(IV):- 



T^-COX 4 (IV) 
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wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined and X 4 represents an 
azido group or a halogen, e.g. bromine or, preferably, chlorine 
atom, with compounds of the general formula (V):- 

5 

R 3 NHR 4 (V) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore described, including N-oxides of 
heteroaryl groups, and R 4 represents a hydrogen atom or an 

10 alkanoyl, e.g. acetyl group. The reaction may be carried out 
in the presence of an amine, preferably a tertiary amine, e.g. 
triethylamine or pyridine, optionally in an inert solvent, for 
example a halogenated hydrocarbon such as dichloromethane, 
dimethyl formamide, or an ether (e.g. diethyl ether or 

15 tetrahydrofuran) , preferably at a temperature from 0°C to the 
reflux temperature or at the melting point of the reaction 
mixture. Alternatively, the reaction may be carried out in the 
presence of a base such as an alkali metal hydride, e.g. sodium 
hydride, optionally in an inert solvent, for example a 

20 halogenated hydrocarbon such as dichloromethane, 

dimethyl formamide, or an ether (e.g. diethyl ether or 
tetrahydrofuran) , preferably at a temperature from 0°C to the 
reflux temperature or at the melting point of the reaction 

mixture, and this method is preferred when R 3 represents a 
25 heteroaryl group containing at least one nitrogen atom, 

preferably a substituted heteroaryl group containing at least 
one nitrogen atom wherein the substitution is such that the pKa 
of the said nitrogen atom is about 10 or less, e.g. a 
3, 5-dichloropyrid-4-yl group. 

30 

According to a further feature of the invention, in a process 
(C), compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as 
hereinbefore defined and Z 3 represents a -CO-CH2- linkage may 
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be prepared by reaction of compounds of the general formula 
(VI):- 

T 1 -COOR 5 (VI) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined and R 5 represents an 
alkyl group with compounds of the general formula (VII):- 

R 3 -CH3 (VII) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, in the presence of a 
strong base such as lithium diisopropylamide (usually prepared 
in situ from butyl lithium and diisopropylamine) , in an inert 
solvent, for example an ether, e.g. tetrahydrofuran, preferably 
at a temperature from -65°C to 0°C. 

According to a further feature of the invention, in a process 
(D) , compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as 
hereinbefore defined and Z 3 represents a -CO-CH2- linkage may 
be prepared by the oxidation of compounds of the general 
formula (VIII):- 

■a^-CHCOmci^R 3 (VIII) 

wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined, by the 
application or adaptation of known methods. The oxidation can 
be carried out, for example, by reaction with oxalyl chloride 
and dimethyl sulphoxide, in a solvent such as dichlorome thane, 
and preferably at a temperature lower than -65°C. These 
conditions are especially convenient for the preparation of 
compounds wherein Z 1 and Z 2 each represents an oxygen atom. 
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According to a further feature of the invention, compounds of 
formula (I), wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and 
Z 3 represents a -CZ-CH2- linkage, and preferably Z represents 
an oxygen atom, may be prepared by the reaction of compounds of 
the general formula (IX):- 

T^CZNrSor 7 (ixj 

wherein T 1 and Z are as hereinbefore defined and R 6 and R 7 
represent C 1 . 4 alkyl, e.g. methyl, groups, with compounds of 

formula (VII) wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, in the 
presence of a strong base such as lithium diisopropylamide 
(usually prepared in situ from butyl lithium and 
di isopropyl amine ) , preferably at a low temperature. 

According to a further feature of the invention, compounds of 
formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and 
Z 3 represents a -CO-CH2- linkage may be prepared by the 
reaction of compounds of the general formula (X):- 

t!-CN (X) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with Grignard reagents 
which may be represented by the general formula (XI):- 

R 3 MgX 5 (XI) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined and X 5 represents a 
halogen, preferably a bromine atom. 

According to a further feature of the invention, compounds of 
formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and 
Z 3 represents a -CZ-NH- linkage, more especially those wherein 
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2 and Z 1 represent oxygen, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounds of the general formula (XII):- 

Ti-CZNI^ (XII) 

5 

wherein T 1 and Z are as hereinbefore defined and Z preferably 
represents oxygen, with compounds of the general formula 
(XIII) :- 

10 R 3 X 6 (XIII) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined and X 6 represents a 
halogen, preferably a chlorine atom. Preferably the reaction 
takes place in the presence of a base, for example an alkali 

15 metal hydride, e.g. sodium hydride, an alkali metal alkoxide, 
e.g. potassium t-butoxide, an alkali metal hydroxide, e.g. 
sodium hydroxide or an alkali metal carbonate, e.g. sodium 
carbonate, or an amine, preferably a tertiary amine, e.g. 
triethylamine or pyridine, optionally in an inert solvent, for 

20 example dichloromethane, dimethyl formamide, or an ether, e.g. 
diethyl ether or tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature 
from 0°C to the reflux temperature. 

According to a further feature of the invention, compounds of 
25 formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and 
Z 3 represents an -0-CH2- linkage may be prepared by the 
reaction of compounds of the general formula (XIV):- 

T^-OH (XIV) 

30 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of the 
general formula (XV):- 
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R 3 CH2X 7 (XV) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined and X 7 represents a 
halogen atom, especially a chlorine atom, preferably in the 
5 presence of a base such as an alkali metal carbonate, e.g. 
potassium carbonate, preferably in a solvent such as 
dimethyl f ormamide . 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -0-C0- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of formula (XIV) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, with compounds of the general formula 
(XVI):- 

R 3 COX 8 (XVI) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, and X 8 represents a 
halogen, preferably a chlorine atom, preferably in the presence 
20 of a base such as a tertiary amine, e.g. triethylamine, 
preferably in a solvent such as dichloromethane. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
25 defined and Z 3 represents a -NH-CO- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of the general formula (XVII):- 

T 1 -NH2 (XVII) 

30 wherein T 1 is are as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of 
formula (XVI) wherein R 3 and X 8 are as hereinbefore defined, 
preferably in the presence of a base such as a tertiary amine, 



10 



15 
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e.g. triethylamine, preferably in a solvent such as 
dichl or ome thane . 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
5 compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -NH-CO-NH- linkage may be prepared 
by the reaction of compounds of formula (XVII) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined with compounds of the general formula 
(XVIII);- 

10 

R 3 NC0 (XVIII) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, preferably in the 
presence of a base such as a tertiary amine, e.g. 
15 triethylamine, preferably in a solvent such as dichloromethane. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -NH-CO-NH- linkage may be prepared 

20 by the reaction of compounds of formula (XVII) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined with compounds of formula (V) wherein R 3 
is as hereinbefore defined and R 4 represents a hydrogen atom, 
together with phosgene or a source thereof. The reaction is 
preferably carried out by reacting the compound of formula 

25 (XVII) with phosgene or, preferably, bis (trichloromethyl) 

carbonate, and by then reacting the product of that reaction 
with the cation derived from the compound of formula (V) , for 
example by reaction with a base such as sodium hydride. The 
reactions are preferably carried out in suitable solvents such 

30 as dichloromethane and tetrahydrofuran. 



According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
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defined and Z 3 represents a -CH2-NH- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XIX):- 

Tl-CHO (XIX) 

5 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of 
formula (V) wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom, followed by reduction with a 
compound such as sodium cyanoborohydride. This reaction is 
10 especially suitable for the preparation of compounds wherein R 3 
represents an optionally substituted phenyl or naphthyl group. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
15 defined and Z 3 represents a -CH2-NH- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XX):- 

Ti-CI^X 9 (XX) 

20 wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined and X* represents a 

halogen, preferably bromine, atom with compounds of formula (V) 
wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined and R 4 represents a 
hydrogen atom. The reaction preferably takes place in the 
presence of a base such as sodium hydride. The reaction is 

25 especially suitable for the preparation of compounds wherein R 3 
represents an optionally substituted heteroaryl group. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
30 defined Z 2 represents an oxygen atom, and Z 3 represents a - 

S02-NH- linkage may be prepared by the reaction of compounds of 
the general formula (XXI):- 
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T 2 -S02NHR 3 (XXI) 

wherein R 3 and T 2 are as hereinbefore defined, with compounds 
5 of the general formula (XXII):- 

R 2 A 1 X 10 (XXII) 

wherein R 2 and A 1 are as hereinbefore defined and X 10 
10 represents a halogen, preferably bromine, atom or an 

alkylsulphonyl or aryl sulphonyl, e.g. p- toluene- sulphonyl, 
group, preferably after treatment with a base such as sodium 
hydride, preferably in a solvent such as dimethyl formamide. 

15 According to a further feature of the present invention, 

compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -S-CH2- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XXIII):- 

20 l^-SH (XXIII) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of 
formula (XV) wherein R 3 and X 7 are as hereinbefore defined, and 
preferably X 7 represents a bromine atom, preferably after 
25 reaction with a base such as an alkali metal alkoxide, e.g. 
sodium methoxide. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
30 defined and Z 3 represents a -CF2-0- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XXIV):- 
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T 1 -CP2Br (XXIV) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of the 
general formula (XXV):- 

5 

R 3 OH (XXV) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, preferably with the aid 
of a base such as sodium hydride, preferably in a solvent such 
10 as dime thy lformamide. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -NH-CO-O- linkage may be prepared 
15 by the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XXVI):- 

T 1 -NC0 (XXVI) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of 
20 formula (XXV) wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, preferably 
with the aid of a base Buch as a tertiary amine, e.g. 
triethylamine, preferably in a solvent such as dichlorome thane. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
25 compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -NH-CH2- linkage may be prepared by 

the reaction of compounds of formula (XVII) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, with compounds of the general formula 
(XXVII) :- 



30 



R 3 CHO (XXVII) 
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wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, preferably with the aid 
of a reducing agent such as sodium cyanoborohydride. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 

compounds of formula (l) wherein T* and R 3 are as hereinbefore 

defined and Z 3 represents a -NH-S02- linkage may be prepared by 

the reaction of compounds of formula (XVII, T 1 -NH 2 ) wherein T 1 

is as hereinbefore defined with compounds of the general 
formula (XXVIII):- 

R 3 S02X 11 (XXVIII) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined and X 11 represents a 
halogen, preferably chlorine, atom, preferably with the aid of 
a base such as a tertiary amine, e.g. triethylamine, preferably 
in a Bolvent such as tetrahydrofuran. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -O-CO-NH- linkage may be prepared 
by the reaction of compounds of formula (XIII, T^-OH) wherein 
T 1 is as hereinbefore defined with compounds of formula (XVIII, 
R 3 NCO) wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, or with compounds 
of formula (V) wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined and R 4 
represents a hydrogen atom, together with phosgene or a source 
thereof, preferably, bis (trichloromethyl) carbonate, preferably 
with the aid of a base such as a tertiary amine, e.g. 
triethylamine, preferably in a solvent such as dichlorome thane. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -0-CF2- linkage may be prepared by 
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the reaction of compounds of formula (XIV, T^—OH) wherein T 1 is 
as hereinbefore defined with compounds of the general formula 
(XXIX) :- 

R 3 CF2Br . (XXIX) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, preferably with the aid 
of a base such as sodium hydride, preferably in a solvent such 
as dimethyl formamide. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents an ethynyl linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XXX):- 

T 1 -! (XXX) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with acetylenes of the 
general formula (XXXI):- 

R 3 C=CH (XXXI) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined* Preferably the reaction 
is carried out with the aid of a catalyst, e.g. palladium on 
carbon and cuprous iodide, preferably with the aid of a base 
such as a tertiary amine, e.g. triethylamine, preferably in a 
solvent such as dimethyl formamide. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -CH2-0- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XXXII):- 
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T 1 -CH20H (XXXII) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of 
formula (XIII) wherein R 3 and X 6 are as hereinbefore defined, 
5 preferably with the aid of a base such as an alkali metal 
alkoxide, e.g. potassium t-butoxide. The reaction is 
preferably carried out in a solvent such as tetrahydrofuran. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
10 compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -CH2-0- linkage may be prepared by 

the reaction of compounds of formula (XX) wherein T 1 and X 9 are 
as hereinbefore defined with compounds of formula (XXV) wherein 
R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, preferably with the aid of a 
15 base such as an alkali metal alkoxide, e.g. potassium 
t-butoxide. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
20 defined and Z 3 represents a -CO-CO-NH- linkage may be prepared 
by the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XXXIII):- 

Ti-COCOOH (XXXIII) 

25 wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with dichloromethyl 
methyl ether in dichlorome thane, followed by reaction with 
compounds of formula (V) wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined 
and R* represents a hydrogen atom, preferably with the aid of a 
base such as sodium hydride, preferably in a solvent such as 

30 tetrahydrofuran . 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
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defined and Z 3 represents a -CO-CO- linkage may be prepared by 
the oxidation of compounds of formula (VIII) wherein T 1 and R 3 
are as hereinbefore defined, for example by reaction with 
pyridinium dichromate, preferably in a solvent such as 
dichloromethane. This reaction is particularly suitable for 
the preparation of compounds wherein r3 represents a 
heteroaryl, for example an optionally substituted pyridyl, 
group. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and r3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a trans -N=N- linkage may be prepared 
by the reaction of compounds of the general formula (XXXIV):- 

T 1 -N2 + BF4- (XXXIV) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of the 
general formula (XXXV):- 

R 3 H (XXXV) 
wherein r3 i s as hereinbefore defined, preferably with the aid 
of a base such as lithium diiBopropyl amide. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -CH2-S- linkage may be prepared by 
the reaction of compounds of formula (XX) wherein T 1 and X 9 are 
as hereinbefore defined with compounds of the general formula 
(XXXVI ) : - 



R 3 -SH (XXXVI) 
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wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, preferably with the aid 
of a base such as an alkali metal carbonate, e.g. potassium 
carbonate. 

5 According to a further feature of the present invention, 

compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -CH2-CO- linkage may be prepared by 
the oxidation of compounds of the general formula (XXXVII):- 

10 Ti-CI^-CHCOHJ-R 3 (XXXVII) 

wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined. The oxidation 
may conveniently be carried out, for example, by reaction with 
oxalyl chloride and dimethyl sulphoxide, in a solvent such as 
15 dichloromethane, and preferably at a temperature lower than 
-65°C. Alternatively, the oxidation may be carried out by 
reaction with chromium trioxide in the presence of 
3 , 5-dimethylpyrazole . 

20 According to a further feature of the present invention, 

compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined and Z 3 represents a -C(=N0R C )-CH2- linkage (where R c is 
as hereinbefore described) may be prepared by reaction of 
compounds of (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined 

25 and Z 3 represents a -CO-CH2- linkage, with a N-alkyl- or N- 
arylalkyi-hydroxylamine in the presence of pyridine. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, 
compounds of formula (I) wherein T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
30 defined and Z 3 represents a -CH(F)-CH 2 - linkage may be prepared 
by reaction of compounds of the general formula (VIII), wherein 
T 1 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined, with diethylaminosulphur 
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trifluoride in an inert solvent, such aB dichloromethane, and 
at a temperature at about room temperature. 

According to a further feature of the present invention, in a 
5 process (E) compounds o£ the invention may be prepared by 
interconversion of other compounds of the invention. 

Thus, for example, compounds of the invention containing a 
heterocyclic group wherein the hetero atom is a nitrogen atom 

10 may be oxidised to the corresponding N-oxides. This 

interconversion is especially convenient for the preparation of 
compounds of the invention wherein Z 1 and Z 2 both represent 
oxygen atoms and wherein the linkage A 1 contains no oxidizable 
groups containing sulphur. The oxidation may conveniently be 

15 carried out by means of reaction with a mixture of hydrogen 
peroxide and an organic acid, e.g. acetic acid, preferably at 
or above room temperature, for example at a temperature of 
about 

60-90°C. Alternatively, the oxidation may be carried out by 
20 reaction with a peracid, for example m-chloroperoxybenzoic 
acid, in an inert solvent such as dichloromethane, at a 
temperature from about room temperature to reflux, preferably 
at elevated temperature. The oxidation may alternatively be 
carried out by reaction with hydrogen peroxide in the presence 
25 of sodium tungstate at temperatures between room temperature 

and about 60°C. This last method is preferred for compounds 

containing an acid-labile group. 

As another example of the interconversion process, an N-oxide 
30 group within a compound of formula (I) may be reduced to a 

nitrogen atom. More particularly, one of the N-oxide groups in 
a compound of formula (I) wherein Q 1 , Q 2 or Q 3 represents a 
nitrogen atom in its oxidised form and R 2 and/or R 3 represents 
a heteroaryl group containing one or more nitrogen ring atoms 
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in its oxidised form, may be reduced to a nitrogen atom. 
Indeed, the N-oxide group in the group r2 and/or r3 in such a 
compound can be reduced to a nitrogen leaving the other N-oxide 
group unchanged. 

The reduction of an N-oxide group may be carried out by 
reaction with diphosphorus tetraiodide in an inert solvent, 
such as dichloromethane, preferably at or near room 
temperature, or by reaction with a chlorotrialkylsilane, 
preferably chlorotrimethylsilane, in the presence of zinc and 
an alkali metal iodide, e.g. potassium iodide, in an inert 
solvent, e.g. acetonitrile, at a temperature between about 0°C 
and about room temperature, preferably below room temperature. 

According to a further example of the interconversion process, 
compounds of the invention containing hydroxy moieties may be 
converted to their esters by the application or adaptation of 
known methods of esterif ication. For example, the appropriate 
acid may be converted to an acid halide, e.g. by reaction with 
thionyl chloride or oxalyl chloride, and then the acid halide 
may be reacted with the appropriate alcohol of formula (I), 
preferably in the presence of a base, for example a tertiary 
amine, e.g. triethylamine. 

Alternatively, the appropriate alcohol of formula (I) may be 
reacted with the appropriate acid in the presence of compounds 
such as diisopropyl azodicarboxylate and triphenylphosphine, 
preferably in a dry ethereal solvent, e.g. diethyl ether or 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at or near room temperature. 

As another example of the interconversion process, compounds of 
the invention containing hydroxy moieties may be prepared by 
hydrolysis of corresponding esters of the invention. The 
hydrolysis may conveniently be carried out by alkaline 
hydrolysis using a base, such as an alkali metal hydroxide or 
carbonate, in the presence of an aqueous /organic solvent 
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mixture, using organic solvents such as dioxan, tetrahydrofuran 
or methanol, at a temperature from about ambient to about 
reflux. The hydrolysis of the esters may also be carried out 
by acid hydrolysis using an inorganic acid, such as 
5 hydrochloric acid, in the presence of an aqueous/inert organic 
solvent mixture, using organic solvents such as dioxan or 
tetrahydrofuran, at a temperature from about 50°C to about 
80°C. Such hydrolytic means are particularly suitable for 

preparing compounds of the invention in which Z 3 represents a 
10 ketomethylene linkage. 

As another example of the interconversion process, compounds 
of formula (I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 represents or contain an 
aryl group which is substituted by a formyl group may be 

15 prepared by oxidising the corresponding compounds of formula 
(I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 represents or contain an aryl group 
which is substituted by a hydroxymethyl group for example with 
oxalyl chloride and dimethyl sulphoxide, in a solvent such as 
dichlorome thane, and preferably at a temperature lower than 

20 about -65°C, or, preferably, by reaction with a complex of 

sulphur trioxide with an amine such as pyridine, preferably in 
the presence of an amine such as triethylamine, preferably at 
about room temperature, 

25 As another example of the interconversion process, compounds 
of formula (I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 represents or contain an 
aryl group which is substituted by an amino group may be 
prepared by reducing the corresponding compounds of formula 
(I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 represents or contains an aryl group 

30 which is substituted by a nitro group, preferably with iron in 
acidic conditions, such as in acetic acid, preferably at or 
above room temperature, more especially at the reflux 
temperature. Alternatively the reduction may be carried out 
by reaction with hydrazine hydrate in the presence of ferric 
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chloride and activated carbon, conveniently in a solvent such 
as methanol, at temperatures from about 25°C to about 80°C. 

As another example of the interconversion process, compounds 
of formula (I) wherein r2 and/or R 3 represents or contains an 
aryl group which is substituted by an acylamino or aroylamino 
group may be prepared from compounds of formula (I) wherein R 2 
and/or R 3 represents or contains an aryl group which is 
substituted by an amino group, preferably by means of reaction 
with the appropriate acid halide or acid anhydride in the 
presence of a tertiary base, such as triethylamine, optionally 
in an inert solvent, and preferably at a temperature from 
about 0°C to reflux. 

As another example of the interconversion process, compounds 
of formula (I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 represents or contains an 
aryl group which is substituted by a carboxamido group may be 
prepared from compounds of formula (I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 
represents or contains an aryl group, which is substituted by a 
cyano group, by means of reaction with hydrogen peroxide and 
potassium carbonate in dimethyl sulphoxide. 

As another example of the interconversion process, compounds 
of formula (I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 represents or contains an 
aryl group which is substituted by a cyano group may be 
prepared from compounds of formula (I) wherein R 2 and/or R 3 
represents or contains. an aryl group which is substituted by a 
bromine atom, by means of reaction with zinc cyanide in the 
presence of tetrakis (triphenylphosphine) palladium(O) in an 
inert solvent, such as dimethyl formamide, at a temperature at 
about 100°C. 
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As another example of the interconversion process , 
compounds of formula (1) wherein Z 3 represents a cis -N=N- 
linkage may be prepared by the action of ultraviolet radiation 
upon their trans-isomers. 

5 . * 

As another example of the interconversion process , compounds of 
formula (I) containing sulphoxide linkages may be prepared by 
the oxidation of corresponding compounds containing -S- 
linkages. For example, the oxidation may conveniently be 

10 carried out by means of reaction with a peroxyacid, e.g. 

3-chloroperbenzoic acid, preferably in an inert solvent, e.g. 
dichloromethane, preferably at or near room temperature, or 
alternatively by means of potassium hydrogen peroxomonosulphate 
in a medium such as aqueous methanol, buffered to about pH5, at 

15 temperatures between about 0°C and room temperature. This 
latter method is preferred for compounds containing an acid- 
labile group. 

As another example of the interconversion process, compounds of 
20 formula (I) containing sulphone linkages may be prepared by the 
oxidation of corresponding compounds containing -S- or 
sulphoxide linkages. For example, the oxidation may 
conveniently be carried out by means of reaction with a 
peroxyacid, e.g. 3-chloroperbenzoic acid, preferably in an 
25 inert solvent, e.g. dichloromethane, preferably at or near room 
temperature, or alternatively the oxidation can be carried out 
by means of sodium metaperiodate in a medium such as aqueous 
methanol • 

30 As another example of the interconversion process, compounds of 
formula (I) wherein Z 3 represents a -CS-CH2- linkage may be 

prepared from compounds of formula (I) wherein Z 3 represents a 
-CO-CH2- linkage by reaction with phosphorus pentasulphide or 
2 , 4 -bis (4-methoxyphenyl ) - 1, 3-dithia-2 , 4-diphosphetane-2 , 4- 
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disulphide, preferably in a solvent such as pyridine or 
toluene, and preferably at a temperature from 0°C to the reflux 
temperature. 

5 As another example of the interconversibn process, compounds of 
formula (I) containing a hydroxymethyl group may be prepared by 
the reduction of the corresponding compounds of formula (I) 
containing an aryloxycarbonyl or, particularly, alkoxycarbonyl 
group, preferably by means of reaction with an alkali metal 
10 borohydride, preferably in an inert solvent, e.g. 

tetrahydrofuran, and preferably at or near room temperature. 

As another example of the interconversion process, compounds of 
formula (I) wherein R 1 is as hereinbefore defined and is 

15 substituted on its a-carbon atom by fluorine and Z 1 is sulphur 
may be prepared by the reaction of xenon difluoride with 
corresponding compounds of formula (I) wherein said a-carbon 
atoms carry hydrogen atoms instead of said fluorine atoms. The 
reaction may be conveniently carried out in a solvent, such as 

20 dichloromethane, in the presence of a molecular sieve, and in 
an inert atmosphere, at a low temperature, e.g. at or near 0°C. 
This method is especially convenient for the conversion of 
compounds wherein R 1 represents a methyl group to compounds 
wherein R 1 represents a dif luoromethyl group. 

25 

According to a further feature of the invention, acid addition 
salts of the compounds of this invention may be prepared by 
reaction of the free base with the appropriate acid, by the 
application or adaptation of known methods. For example, the 
30 acid addition salts of the compounds of this invention may be 
prepared either by dissolving the free base in water or aqueous 
alcohol solution or other suitable solvents containing the 
appropriate acid and isolating the salt by evaporating the 
solution, or by reacting the free base and acid in an organic 
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solvent, in which case the salt separates directly or can be 
obtained by concentration of the solution. 

The acid addition salts of the compounds of this invention can 
5 be regenerated from the' salts by the application or adaptation 
of known methods. For example, parent compounds of the 
invention can be regenerated from their acid addition salts by 
treatment with an alkali, e.g. aqueous sodium bicarbonate 
solution or aqueous ammonia solution. 

10 

It will be appreciated that compounds of the present invention 
may contain asymmetric centres. These asymmetric centres may 
independently be in either the R or S configuration. It will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art that certain compounds 

15 of the invention may also exhibit geometrical isomerism. It is 
to be understood that the present invention includes individual 
geometrical isomers and stereoisomers and mixtures thereof, 
including racemic mixtures, of compounds of formula (I) 
hereinabove. Such isomers can be separated from their 

20 mixtures, by the application or adaptation of known methods, 
for example chromatographic techniques and recrystallization 
techniques, or they are separately prepared from the 
appropriate isomers of their intermediates. 

25 The starting materials and intermediates may be prepared by the 
application or adaptation of known methods, for example methods 
as described in the Reference Examples or their obvious 
chemical equivalents. 

30 For example, intermediates of formula (II, T 2 -CF=NR 3 ) wherein 
T 2 and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined and R 3 preferably 
represents a heteroaryl group containing at least one nitrogen 
atom, preferably a substituted heteroaryl group containing at 
least one nitrogen atom wherein the substitution is such that 

35 the pKa of the said nitrogen atom is about 10 or less, e.g. a 
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3,5-dichloropyrid-4-yl group, may conveniently be prepared by 
reaction of compounds of the general formula (1):- 

T. 2 -CONHR 3 (1) 

5 

wherein T 2 and R 3 are as immediately hereinbefore defined with 
diethylaminosulphur trifluoride. The reaction preferably takes 
place in an inert solvent, such as dichloromethane, preferably 
at a temperature from about 0°c to about room temperature, 

10 

Compounds of formula (1) wherein T 2 and R 3 are as hereinbefore 
defined, may be prepared from compounds of the general formula 
(2):- 



15 




wherein R 1 , R 3 , Q 1 , Q 2 , Q 3 , and Z 1 are as hereinbefore defined, 
by treatment with aluminium chloride. The reaction preferably 
takes place in an inert solvent, such as dichloromethane, 
20 preferably at a temperature from about 0°C to about room 
temperature. 

Compounds of formula (2) wherein r1, r 3 , qI, q 2 , q 3 # and z l are 
as hereinbefore defined may be prepared as described in the 
25 specification of International Patent Application Publication 
No. WO 92/12961. 
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Intermediates of formula (III) wherein R 2 is an alkyl-, aryl-, 
or heteroaryl-l,2,4-oxadiazole or an aryl-, or heteroaryl- 
1,3,4-oxadiazole, and A 1 is an alkylene linkage may be prepared 
by hydrolysis of compounds of formula (3):- 

5 

RS-AioCOCI^ (3) 

wherein R 2 is aryl or heteroaryl and A 1 is an alkylene linkage. 
The hydrolysis may conveniently be carried out by alkaline 
10 hydrolysis using a base, such as an alkali metal hydroxide or 
carbonate, in the presence of an aqueous/organic solvent 
mixture, using organic solvents such as acetonitrile, dioxan, 
tetrahydrofuran or methanol, at a temperature from about 
ambient to about reflux. 

15 

Compounds of formula (3) wherein R 2 is an alkyl- , aryl-, or 
heteroaryl-l,2,4-oxadiazole and A 1 is an alkylene linkage, may 
be prepared by reaction of an alkyl-, aryl- or 
heteroarylamidoxime (which may be prepared by reaction of the 

20 corresponding alkyl- , aryl- or heteroarylnitrile with 

hydroxylamine hydrochloride in the presence of an alkali metal 
hydroxide, such as sodium hydroxide, in aqueous ethanol at a 
temperature at about reflux) with an acetoxyalkanoyl chloride 
according to the procedure of G.D.Diana et al J.Med.Chem., 

25 1994, 21, 2421-2436. 

Compounds of formula (3), wherein R 2 represents a 2-aryl- or 
2-heteroaryl-l,3,4-oxadiazol-5-yl group and A 1 is an alkylene 
linkage, may be prepared by dehydration of compounds of formula 
30 (4):- 



rSconhnhcoaI-ocochs ( 4 ) 
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wherein r8 represents aryl or heteroaryl and A 1 is an alkylene 
linkage. The reaction is carried in the presence of 4 -toluene 
sulphonic acid in an inert solvent, such as toluene , at a 
temperature at about 125°C. 

Compounds of formula (4) wherein R 8 represents aryl or 
heteroaryl and A 1 is an alkylene linkage may be prepared by 
reaction of aryl- or heteroaryl-acid hydrazides with an 
acetoxyalkanoyl chloride in the presence of an organic base, 
such as pyridine, in an inert solvent, such as dichloromethane, 
at a temperature at about 0°C to about room temperature. 

Intermediates of formula (IV, Ti-COX 4 ) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined and X 4 represents a halogen atom may be 
prepared from compounds of the general formula (5);- 

Ti-COOH (5) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, by the application or 
adaptation of known methods for the preparation of acid halides 
from carboxylic acids. For example , when X 4 represents a 
chlorine atom r the reaction may be carried out by means of 
thionyl chloride or, preferably, oxalyl chloride, optionally in 
the presence of a small amount of dimethyl fonnamide. 

Intermediates of formula (IV, Ti-COX 4 ) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined and X 4 represents an azido group may be 
prepared from compounds of formula (5) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined by the application or adaptation of known 
methods for the preparation of acid azides from carboxylic 
acids. For example, the reaction may be carried out by means 
of diphenylphosphoryl azide in the presence of triethylamine in 
dimethyl formamide . 
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Compounds of formula (5) wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, 
and preferably Z 1 and Z 2 represent oxygen atoms, may be 
prepared by the oxidation of intermediates of formula (XIX, 
5 Tl-CHO) wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, and preferably 
Z 1 and Z 2 represent oxygen atoms, e.g. by reaction with 
potassium permanganate, or with a mixture of sulphamic acid and 
sodium chlorite in acetic acid, or with sodium chlorite in the 
presence of sodium dihydrogen phosphate, preferably in the 
10 presence of an alkene, e.g. 2-methylbut-2-ene, conveniently in 
t-butanol . 

Alternatively, compounds of formula (5) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined may be prepared by the hydrolysis of 

15 intermediates of formula (VI, Ti-COOR 5 ) wherein T 1 and R 5 are 
as hereinbefore defined, for example by reaction with a base, 
such as an alkali metal hydroxide, carbonate or bicarbonate in 
the presence of water, in an alcohol such as methanol and at a 
temperature from about ambient to about reflux, followed by 

20 reaction with an aqueous acid such as dilute hydrochloric acid. 

Alternatively, compounds of formula (5) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where Z 2 represents a direct bond and 
A 1 represents a straight- or branched- carbon chain comprising 

25 from 2 to about 6 carbon atoms, may be prepared by 

hydrogenation of compounds of formula (5), wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where Z 2 represents a direct bond and 
A 1 represents a straight- or branched- carbon chain comprising 
from 2 to about 6 carbon atoms which contains a double or 

30 triple carbon-carbon bond. The hydrogenation may be carried 
out using hydrogen in the presence of a suitable metal 
catalyst, e.g. platinum or palladium optionally supported on an 
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inert carrier such as carbon, preferably in a solvent such as 
methanol or ethanol. 

Alternatively, compounds of formula (5) wherein T 1 is as 
5 hereinbefore defined, but where Z 2 and A 1 each represent a 
direct bond and Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 each represent CH, may be 
prepared from compounds of formula (6):- 




wherein R 1 , r5 and Z 1 are as hereinbefore defined, by reaction 
with compounds of formula (7):- 

R 2 -B(OH) 2 (7) 

15 

wherein R 2 is as hereinbefore defined, in the presence of a 

complex metal catalyst such as 

t etraki s ( tr iphenylphosphine ) palladium ( 0 ) . 

20 According to a feature of the invention, intermediates of 

formula (V, R 3 NHR 4 ) wherein R 3 represents a 3, 5-dihalo-l-oxido- 
4-pyridinio group and R 4 represents a lower alkanoyl, 
preferably acetyl, group may be prepared by treatment of the 
corresponding compounds of formula (V) wherein R 3 is as 

25 hereinbefore defined and R 4 is hydrogen with an alkanoyl 
halide, for example acetyl chloride when R 4 represents an 
acetyl group. The reaction may be preferably carried out in 
the presence of a base such as an alkali metal hydride, e.g. 
sodium hydride optionally in an inert solvent, for example 
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dimethylfonnamide, or an ether, for example tetrahydrofuran, 
preferably at a temperature from 0°C to about 50°C. 

According to a further feature of the invention, intermediates 
of formula (V, r3nhr 4 ) wherein R 3 represents a 3,5-dichloro-l- 
oxido-4-pyridinio group and R 4 represents a lower alkanoyl 
group, preferably acetyl, may be prepared by oxidation of the 
corresponding compounds of formula (V) wherein R 3 represents a 
3,5-dihalo-4-pyridyl group and R 4 represents a lower alkanoyl 
group. The oxidation may be carried out by means of reaction 
with a mixture of hydrogen peroxide and an organic acid, e.g. 
acetic acid, preferably at or above room temperature at 
60-90°C. Alternatively, the oxidation may be carried out by 
reacting a peracid, for example m-chloroperoxybenzoic acid, in 
an inert solvent such as dichlorome thane, at a temperature from 
about room temperature to reflux, preferably at elevated 
temperature. The oxidation may also be carried out by reaction 
with hydrogen peroxide in the presence of sodium tungstate at 
temperatures between room temperature and about 60°C. 

Intermediates of formula (XIX, Ti-CHO) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where Z 2 represents oxygen and A 1 
represents a straight- or branched- chain alkylene linkage, may 
be prepared from compounds of the general formula (8):- 

T 2 -CHO (8) 

wherein T 2 is as hereinbefore defined, by reaction with a 
compound of formula (XXII, R 2 A 1 X 1 °) wherein R 2 and X 1( > are as 
hereinbefore defined, X 10 preferably representing a bromine 
atom, and A 1 represents a straight- or branched-chain alkylene 
linkage. The alkylation may be carried out preferably in the 
presence of a base, for example an alkali metal hydride, e.g. 
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10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



sodium hydride, an alkali metal hydroxide or sodium carbonate, 
e.g. sodium hydroxide or carbonate, or an amine, preferably a 
tertiary amine, e.g. triethylamine or pyridine, optionally in 
an inert solvent, for example dichloromethane, 
dimethyl formamide, or an ether, e.g. diethyl ether or 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from 0°C to the 
reflux temperature. 

Alternatively, intermediates of formula (XIX, Tl-CHO) wherein 
T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, but where Z 2 represents an 
oxygen atom and A* represents a straight- or branched-chain 
alkylene linkage, may be prepared from compounds of formula (8, 
T 2 -CHO) wherein T 2 i 8 as hereinbefore defined by reaction with 
compounds of formula (III, r2 A 1oh) wherein R 2 is as 
hereinbefore defined and A* represents a straight- or branched- 
chain alkylene linkage. The reaction may be carried out in the 
presence of a triarylphosphine, such as triphenylphosphine, and 
a dialkyl ester, such as the diisopropyl or diethyl ester of 
azodicarboxylic acid. The reaction preferably takes place in 
an inert solvent, such as tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a 
temperature from about 0°C to about 60°C. 

Intermediates of formula (XIX, T^CHO) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where Z 2 represents an oxygen atom 
and A 1 represents a direct bond, and R 2 represents a partially 
saturated bicycloaryl group (e.g. 2-indanyl), may be prepared 
from compounds of formula (8, T 2 -CHO) wherein T 2 is as 
hereinbefore defined by reaction with a partially saturated 
bicycloarylalcohol (e.g.2-indanol) . The reaction may be carried 
out in the presence of a triarylphosphine, such as 
triphenylphosphine, and a dialkyl ester, such as the 
diisopropyl or diethyl ester of azodicarboxylic acid. The 
reaction preferably takes place in an inert solvent, such as 
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tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from about 0°C to 
about 60°C. 

Intermediates of formula (XIX, T^-CHO) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where A 1 represents an ethynylene 
linkage and Z 2 represents a direct bond, may be prepared from 
compounds of formula (9);- 




wherein R 1 and Z 1 are as hereinbefore defined, by reaction with 
compounds of formula (10):- 

R 2 -CsC-H (10) 

wherein R 2 is as hereinbefore defined. The reaction is carried 
out in the presence of bis (triphenylphosphine)palladium(Il) 
chloride and triethylamine. The reaction preferably takes 
place in an inert solvent, such as dimethyl formamide, 
preferably at a temperature at about 90°C. 

Compounds of formula (9), wherein R 1 and Z 1 are as hereinbefore 
defined, may be prepared by reaction of compounds of formula 
(11):- 
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wherein *1 and Z l are as hereinbefore defined, with 
trifluoromethanesulphonic anhydride in the presence of an 
organic base, such as pyridine, at a temperature from about 
-10°C to about room temperature. 

intermediates of formula (VI, t1-coor5, wherein T l and r5 are 
as hereinbefore defined, but where Z 2 represents an oxygen 
atom, may be prepared from compounds of the general formula 
(12):- 



T 2 -COOR 5 (12) 

wherein T 2 aaa R 5 are as nereinbefore de£ined> fay ^ 
compounds of formula (in) wherein r2 and A* are as 
hereinbefore defined, in the presence of a triarylphosphine, 
such as trxphenylphosphine, and a dialkyl ester, such as the 
diisopropyl or diethyl ester of azodicarboxylic acid. The 
reaction preferably takes place in an inert solvent, such as 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from about 0"C to 
about 60°C. 

intermediates of formula (VI, T 1-C00r5) wherein T l and r5 are 
as hereinbefore defined, but where Q l, Q 2 aad Q 3 each repreBeat 

CH and Z 2 represents a direct bond, may be prepared from 
compounds of formula ( 13 ) : - 




COOR 5 

(13) 
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wherein r1, r5, a 1 and z l are aa hereinbefore defined, by 
reaction with an alkyl-, aryl- or heteroarylamidoxime (which 
may be prepared by reaction of the corresponding alkyl-, aryl- 
or heteroarylnitrile with hydroxylamine hydrochloride in the 
presence of an alkali metal hydroxide such as sodium hydroxide, 
in aqueous ethanol at a temperature at about reflux). The 
reaction preferably takes place in an inert solvent, such as 
tetrahydrofuran, in the presence of pyridine, at a temperature 
from about ambient to about reflux. 

Compounds of formula (VI, t1-COOr5) wherein t! and r5 are as 
hereinbefore defined but where q1. q2 and q3 each represent CH, 
Z 2 represents a direct bond, and A 1 represents a 
-C(R9)=C(RlO)- ( CH 2 ) n - linkage (where R*> and RlO independently 
represent H or alkyl and n is 0, 1, 2, or 3), may be prepared 
from compounds of formula (14):- 



o 



(14) 



wherein r1, r5, r9, z l # are as hereinbefore defined, by 
reaction with the reaction product of a compound of formula 
(15):- 

[(R 11 ) 3 PCH(RlO) (CH 2 ) n R 2 ) + (XH)- (15) 

wherein r2, r9 and n are as hereinbefore defined, rH 
represents an aryl, such as phenyl group, and xll represents 
halo, preferably bromo, with a base such as an alkali metal 
alkoxide (for example potassium t-butoxide), or an alkali 



WO 97/03967 



PCT/GB96/01746 



- 63 - 



10 



15 



20 



metal -hydride (for example sodium hydride), or butyl lithium. 
The reaction is preferably carried out in a solvent such as 
dimethylformamide or tetrahydrofuran. 

Intermediates of formula (VI, t1-coor5) wherein T* and r5 are 
as hereinbefore defined but where q1, q 2 and q3 each represent 
CH, z 2 represents a direct bond, and A* represents a 
-(CH 2 ) n -SCH2- linkage, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounds of the general formula (16):- 




25 



(16) 

wherein R* and Z* are as hereinbefore defined, with compounds 
of general formula (17):- 

R 2 -(CH 2 ) n -SH (17) 

wherein R 2 iB as hereinbefore defined, in the presence of a 
base such as sodium hydride. The reaction takes place in an 
inert solvent, such as an ether, for example tetrahydrofuran, 
at a temperature from about 0°C to about reflux. 

Compounds of the general formula (16) wherein R* and Z* are as 
hereinbefore defined, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounds of the general formula (18):- 
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(18) 

wherein R 1 and 2 1 are as hereinbefore defined, with 
N-bromosuccinimide in the presence of benzoyl peroxide. The 
reaction takes in a chlorinated hydrocarbon solvent , for 
example chloroform, at a temperature at about reflux. 

Intermediates of formula (VI, Ti-COORS) wherein T 1 and r5 are 
as hereinbefore defined but where Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 each represent 
CH, z 2 represents a direct bond, and A 1 represents a 
-(CH 2 ) n -OGH 2 - linkage, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounds of the general formula (16), 

wherein r1, r5 and Z 1 are as hereinbefore defined, with 
compounds of general formula ( 19 ) : - 

R 2 -(CH 2 ) n -OH (19) 

wherein R 2 is as hereinbefore defined, in the presence of a 
base such as sodium hydride. The reaction takes place in an 
inert solvent, such as an ether, for example tetrahydrofuran, 
at a temperature from about 0°C to about reflux. 

Intermediates of formula (VI, T^-COOR 5 ) wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined but where Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 each represent 
CH, Z 2 represents a direct bond, and A 1 represents a 
-(CH 2 ) n -OCH 2 - linkage, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounds of the general formula (20):- 
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(20) 

wherein R 1 and Z 1 are as hereinbefore defined, with compounds 
of general formula (21):- 

5 

R2-(CH 2 ) n -xl2 (21) 

wherein R 2 is as hereinbefore defined and X*2 represents a 
halogen atom, preferably a bromine atom, in the presence of a 
10 base such as sodium hydride. The reaction takes place in an 
inert solvent, such as an ether, for example tetrahydrofuran, 
at a temperature from about 0°C to about reflux. 

Compounds of formula (20), wherein R 1 and Z 1 are as 
15 hereinbefore defined, may be prepared by reduction of 
compounds of formula ( 22 ) : - 




20 

wherein R 1 and Z 1 are as hereinbefore defined, with sodium 
borohydride in methanol. 

intermediates of formula (VIII, T^CHfC-mci^R 3 ) wherein T 1 and 

25 R 3 are as hereinbefore defined may be prepared by the reaction 
of compounds of the general formula (23):- 
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t1-x« (23) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined and X 13 represents halo, 
e.g. bromine, with compounds of the general formula (24):- 

R 3 CH2CHO (24) 

wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, in the presence of a 
base such as butyl lithium. The reaction takes place in an 
inert solvent, such as an ether, for example tetrahydrofuran, 
preferably at a temperature lower than -65°C. 

Alternatively, intermediates of formula (mi. t!-CH(OH)CH 2 R 3 ) 
wherein T* and R 3 are as hereinbefore defined may be prepared 
by the reaction of compounds of formula (XIX, Ti-CHO) wherein 
T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of formula (VII, 
R 3 -CH 3 ) wherein R 3 is as hereinbefore defined, in the presence 
of a base such as lithium diisopropylamide (usually prepared in 
situ from butyl lithium and diisopropyl amine) . The reaction 
takes place in an inert solvent, such as an ether, for example 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature lower than -65°C. 

Intermediates of formula (IX, T^-CZNR^OR 7 ) , wherein Tl, R* and 
R 7 are as hereinbefore described and Z represents an oxygen 
atom, may be prepared by the reaction of compounds of the 
general formula (V, T^-COX*), wherein T* is as hereinbefore 
defined and X 4 is a halogen atom, such as a chlorine atom, with 
an N-alkyl-o-alkylhydroxylamine, e.g. N-methyl-o- 
methylhydroxyl amine, in an inert solvent such as 
dimethyl f ormamide . 
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intermediates of formula <x, T 1-CN) , wherein *1 is as 
hereinbefore described, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounde of the general formula (XIX) with nitroethane and 
sodium acetate in acetic acid according to the method of 
S.N.Karmarker, Synthesis, 1985, p. 510. 

intermediates of formula (XII. T 1-C0NH 2 ), wherein T l is as 
hereinbefore described, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounds of the general formula (x, T 1-CN) with hydrogen 
peroxide and an alkali metal hydroxide, such as potassium 
hydroxide, in water according to the method of J.s.Buck, 
Organic Synthesis, 1943, p. 44. 

intermediates of formula (XIV, t1-oh), wherein t! is as 
hereinbefore described, may be prepared by the reaction of 
compounds of the general formula (XIX, t1-cho) with hydrogen 
Peroxide and an alkali metal hydroxide, such as potassium 
hydroxide, in water according to the procedure described in 
the specification of Patent Application NO.EP25659. 

intermediates of formula (XVII, T 1-NH 2 ), wherein T l is as 
hereinbefore defined, may be prepared by hydrogenation of 
compounds of formula (25):- 

^-NOj (25) 

wherein T l is as hereinbefore defined. The hydrogenation may 
be carried out using hydrogen in the presence of a suitable 
metal catalyst, e.g. palladium optionally supported on an 
inert carrier such as carbon, preferably in a solvent such as 
methanol or ethanol. 
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Compounds of formula (25), wherein T* is as hereinbefore 
defined, but where r1 is methyl, 2 1 and z2 represents an oxygen 
atom, Ql, q2 aad Q 3 eacn represent a CH linkage and A* 
represents a straight- or branched- chain alkylene linkage, may 
be prepared from 3-hydroxy-4-methoxynitrobenzene by reaction 
with a compound of formula (XXII, r2 A 1x10) wherein r2, x 10 are 
as hereinbefore defined and A* represents a straight- or 
branched-chain alkylene linkage. The alkylation may be carried 
out preferably in the presence of a base, for example an alkali 
metal hydride, e.g. sodium hydride, an alkali metal hydroxide 
or sodium carbonate, e.g. sodium hydroxide or carbonate, or an 
amine, preferably a tertiary amine, e.g. triethylamine or 
pyridine, optionally in an inert solvent, for example 
dichloromethane, dimethyl formamide, or an ether, e.g. diethyl 
ether or tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from 0°C 
to the reflux temperature. 

Alternatively, compounds of formula (25) wherein T* is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where R* is methyl, and z2 
represents an oxygen atom, q1, q2 and Q 3 each represent a CH 
linkage and A* represents a straight- or branched-chain 
alkylene linkage, may be prepared from 3-hydroxy-4- 
methoxynitrobenzene by reaction with compounds of formula (ill, 
R 2 a1oh) wherein r2 i e a8 hereinbefore defined and A* represents 
a straight- or branched-chain alkylene linkage. The reaction 
may be carried out in the presence of a triarylphosphine, such 
as triphenylphosphine, and a dialkyl ester, such as the 
diisopropyl or diethyl ester of arodicarboxylic acid. The 
reaction preferably takes place in an inert solvent, such as 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from about 0°C to 
about 60°C. 
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Intermediates of formula (XX, t1-CH 2 x9) , wherein T* is as 
hereinbefore described and X? i s a bromine atom, may be 
prepared by bromination of compounds of formula (26):- 

Tl-CH 3 (26) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore described, with 
N-bromosuccinimide, optionally in the presence of a catalyst, 
such as benzoyl peroxide, in an inert solvent such as 
dichloromethane and at a temperature at about room temperature 
to about reflux temperature. 

Compounds of formula (26,t1-ch 3 ), wherein T* is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where R* is methyl, Z* and z2 
represents an oxygen atom, q1, q2 and Q 3 each represent a CH 
linkage and A* represents a straight- or branched- chain 
alkylene linkage, may be prepared by reaction of 2-methoxy-5- 
methylphenol with compounds of formula (III, r2 a 1oh) wherein 
R 2 is as hereinbefore defined A* represents a straight- or 
branched-chain alkylene linkage. The reaction may be carried 
out in the presence of a triarylphosphine, such as 
triphenylphosphine, and a dialkyl ester, such as the 
diisopropyl or diethyl ester of azodicarboxylic acid. The 
reaction preferably takes place in an inert solvent, such as 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from about 0°C to 
about 60°C. 

Alternatively, compounds of formula (26, T 1 -^), wherein T 1 is 
as hereinbefore defined, but where R 1 is methyl, z 1 and Z 2 
represents an oxygen atom, q1, q2 and q3 each represent a CH 
linkage and A 1 represents a straight- or branched-chain 
alkylene linkage, may be prepared by reaction of 2-methoxy-5- 
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methylphenol with compounds of formula (XXII, R^X 10 ) wherein 
R 2 , X 10 are as hereinbefore defined and A 1 represents a 
straight- or branched- chain alkylene linkage. The alkylation 
may be carried out preferably in the presence of a base, for 
example an alkali metal hydride, e.g. sodium hydride, an alkali 
metal hydroxide or sodium carbonate, e.g. sodium hydroxide or 
carbonate, optionally in an inert solvent, for example 
dimethyl formamide, or an ether, e.g. diethyl ether or 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from 0°C to the 
reflux temperature. 

Intermediates of formula (XXIII, T^-SH) , wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore described, may be prepared from compounds of 
formula (XXX, T*-l), wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore, by 
reaction with Bodium thiobenzoate and subsequent hydrolysis 
(as described by A.Osuka et.al. Synthesis, 1983, p. 68). 

Intermediates of formula (XXIV, T 1 -CP 2 Br) wherein T 1 is as 

hereinbefore defined may be prepared from compounds of the 
general formula (27):- 

T 1 -CHF2 (27) 

wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, by reaction with bromine 
in carbon tetrachloride and ultraviolet radiation, at a 
temperature from about ambient to about reflux. 

Compounds of formula (27) wherein T 1 is as hereinbefore defined 
may be prepared by the action of sulphur tetraf luoride and 
hydrofluoric acid on compounds of formula (XIX, T^-CHO) wherein 
T 1 is as hereinbefore defined, in the presence of pyridine, at 
or below room temperature, or alternatively by the action of 
diethylaminosulphur trifluoride, preferably in an inert 
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solvent, such as dichlorome thane, preferably at a temperature 
from about 0°C to about room temperature. 

intermediates of the general formula (XXVI, tI-NCO) wherein T* 
is as hereinbefore defined may be prepared by treatment of 
compounds of formula (XVIX, t1-nh 2 ) wherein T* is as 
hereinbefore defined with the phosgene equivalent 
(C1C(=0)0CC1 3 ) in an inert solvent such as dioxan at a 
temperature at about 60°C. 

intermediates of formula (XXX, T l-l> , wherein T* is as 
hereinbefore described and A* represents a straight- or 
branched-chain alkylene linkage, may be prepared by alkylation 
of 5-iodo-2-methoxyphenol with compounds of formula (XXII, 
r2a1x10) wherein r2, x" are as hereinbefore defined and A* 
represents a straight- or branched-chain alkylene linkage. The 
alkylation may be carried out preferably in the presence of a 
base, for example an alkali metal hydride, e.g. sodium hydride, 
an alkali metal hydroxide or sodium carbonate, e.g. sodium 
hydroxide or carbonate, optionally in an inert solvent, for 
example dimethyl formamide, or an ether, e.g. diethyl ether or 
tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from 0°C to the 
reflux temperature. 

Intermediates of formula (XXXII, TI-CH2OH) , wherein is as 
hereinbefore described may be prepared by reduction of 
compounds of formula (VI, t1-C00r5) with lithium aluminium 
hydride in an inert solvent, such as diethyl ether, at a 
temperature from about room temperature to about reflux. 



Alternatively compounds of formula (XXXII, t!-CH 2 OH) , wherein 
T 1 is as hereinbefore described, may be prepared by the 
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reduction of compounds of formula (XIX, Tl-CHO) , preferably by 
means of reaction with an alkali metal borohydride, preferably 
in an inert solvent, e.g. tetrahydrofuran, and preferably at 
or near room temperature. 

intermediates of formula (XXXIII, T^-COCOC-H) , wherein is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where R* is a methyl group, Z* and z2 
represent oxygen atoms, and A* represents a straight- or 
branched- chain alkylene linkage, may be prepared by the 
oxidation of compounds of the general formula (28):- 

Ti-COCH^ (28) 

wherein is as hereinbefore defined, but where R* is a methyl 
group, zl and z2 represent oxygen atoms, and A* represents a 
straight- or branched-chain alkylene linkage, , by reaction with 
selenium dioxide in the presence of pyridine, in mild 
conditions, e.g. in a solvent such as ethanol, at or below room 
temperature. 

Compounds of the general formula (28), wherein T 1 is as 
hereinbefore defined, but where R* is a methyl group, z* and z2 
represent oxygen atoms, and A 1 represents a straight- or 
branched-chain alkylene linkage, may be prepared by alkylation 
of 3-hydroxy-4-methoxyacetophenone with compounds of formula 
(XXII, r2 A 1x10) wh erein r2, x" are aS hereinbefore defined and 
Al represents a straight- or branched-chain alkylene linkage. 
The alkylation may be carried out preferably in the presence of 
a base, for example an alkali metal hydride, e.g. sodium 
hydride, an alkali metal hydroxide or sodium carbonate, e.g. 
sodium hydroxide or carbonate, optionally in an inert solvent, 
for example dimethyl formamide, or an ether, e.g. diethyl ether 
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or tetrahydrofuran, preferably at a temperature from 0°C to the 
reflux temperature. 

Intermediates of formula (XXXIV, t1-n 2 + BF 4 "), wherein T 1 is 
as hereinbefore defined may be prepared by diazotieation of 
compounds of formula (XVII, t1-nh 2 ) with sodium nitrite in the 
presence of hydrochloric acid, followed by treatment with 
sodium tetraf luoroborate. 

Intermediates of formula (XXXVII, t!-CH 2 -CH(0H) -r3) wherein T 1 

and r3 are as hereinbefore defined may be prepared by reaction 
of compounds of formula (29):- 

Ti-CI^CHO (29) 

wherein H 1 is as hereinbefore defined, with compounds of 
formula (XXV, r3oh) wherein r3 is as hereinbefore defined in 
the presence of a base such as lithium diisopropylamide. 

Compounds of general formula (V) wherein r3 represents a 
3,5-dihalo-l-oxido-4-pyridinio group, more especially a 
3,5-dicbloro-l-oxido-4-pyridinio group, and R 4 represents a 
lower alkanoyl group, more especially an acetyl group are key 
intermediates and, as such, they and their preparation as 
described herein constitute further features of the present 
invention. 

Intermediates of formulae (II), (iv), (VI), (VIII), (IX), (X), 
(XII), (XIV), (XVII), (XIX), (XX), (XXIII), (XXIV), (XXVI), 
(XXX), (XXXII), (XXXIII), (XXXIV), (XXXVII), (5), (23), (25), 
(26), (27), (28), and (29) are novel compounds and, as such, 
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they and processes described herein for their preparation 
constitute further features of the present invention. 

The present invention is further illustrated but not limited by 
the following Examples and Reference Examples. 

EXAMPLE 1 

(a) 3 - T 3- f 4 - CM prophftnvl ) - 1 . 2 , 4 -oxart 1 a r ol -n- < i . 

fllCh l oxp-l -OXidQ-4-r)vridln^ o> - 4 -methnwhgn*^ fl f 
A solution of 3-[3-(4-chlorophenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
ylmethoxy] -N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxybenzamide 
[0.29g, Example 6(a)] in dichloromethane (30ml), heated at 
reflux, was treated portionwise with 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid 
(0.2g, 50%). The mixture was heated at reflux for 2 hours, 
then treated with another aliguot of 3-chloroperoxybenzoic 
acid, and then refluxed for a further 1.5 hours. The mixture 
was treated with a further aliguot of 3-chloroperoxybenzoic 
acid and then left standing at ambient temperature overnight. 
An additional aliguot of 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid was added 
and then the mixture was refluxed for 8 hours. After standing 
at ambient temperature for 3 days saturated agueous sodium 
bicarbonate (50ml) was added. The reaction mixture was stirred 
for 15 minutes then treated with sodium sulphite until the 
solution was negative to starch iodide paper. The organic 
phase was separated, then washed with water (20ml), then dried 
over magnesium sulphate and then evaporated. The residual pale 
yellow solid was recrystallised from a mixture of ethanol and 
water affording the title cnmr^nH ( 0 .l2g) as colourless 
crystals, m.p. 210-211°C. [Elemental analysis:- C50.4; 
H,2.90; N,10.70%. Calculated:- C50.6; H,2.90; N,10.74%]. 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but using 
3-{2-t3-(4-chlorophenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]ethyl}-N-(3,5- 
dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxybenzamide [Example 7(a)] there 
was prepared 3 - f 2 - f 3 - ( 4 -chlm-nnhom ,! ) - 1 . 2 . A .nr ad i az m - «; - 
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Yl 1 ethyl > -N- ( 3 . 5-di r.hl nro-l-nH -4 - 

Methoxyfrenzamftfle , which was recrystallised from isopropanol 

colourless crystals, m.p. 197-198°C. [Elemental analysis: - 

C,53.15; H,3.30; N, 10.78%. Calculated:- C53.15; H,3.39; 
N, 10.42%]; 



(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3- 
yl)ethoxy]benzamide [Example 7(f)], and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature, then subjecting the product of 
the reaction to reverse phase high pressure liquid 
chromatography (Dynamax-60A Ci 8 column) eluting with a mixture 
of methanol and water (3:2, v/v) , there was prepared 
H-(3,5-flirhlorgPYr1rlin-4-vi>-4-m e fchnw-7- r2-fi-nv<^-^- 
PYridinio) ethoxvl benganH Ac . as a white solid, m.p. 147-150°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C52.6; H,3.9; N,9.25%. Calculated for 
c 20 H 17Cl2N3O4*l-14H 2 O:- C,52.8; H.4.3; N,9.2%]; 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but using 
N- ( 3 , 5-dichloropyr idin-4 -ryl ) -4 -methoxy- 3 - [ 2 - ( pyr idin- 3 - 
yl)ethoxy]benzamide [Example 7(f)] there was prepared 

N~ (3 i S-fllGh l pro-l -Or1.dO-4-Pvr-irtiniol -4-mo f .hmfv-7- TO- (l-o-xirin-^- 

PYTidini o) ethoxvl henzam i rt« as an off-white solid, m.p. 196- 
198°C. [Elemental analysis:- C,52.2; H,3.7; N,8.9%. Calculated 
for C 2 0Hi7Cl2N3O5»0.46H 2 O:- C52.4; H,3.9; N,9.2%]; 



(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but using 
2 - ( 3 , 5-dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) - 1- { 4 -methoxy- 3 - [ 2 - (pyridin- 3 - 
yDethoxy] phenyl )ethanone [Example 10] and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature, there was prepared 
2- (3. 5-dichloropvridin-4-vi)-i-f 4- me t»hny V - 3 - ra-M-^H^.y 
PVTidinio) ethoxvl phenyl ) ethannnp as a white solid, m.p. 127- 
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129°C. [Elemental analysis:- C,58.1; H,4.2; N,6.3%. 
Calculated:- C58.2; H,4.2; N,6.5%]; 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but using 
2 - ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) - 1 - { 4 -me thoxy- 3- [2- ( pyr idin- 2 - 
yDethoxy] phenyl }ethanone [Example 9], and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature then subjecting the product to 
reverse phase high pressure liquid chromatography (Dynamax-60A 
Cia column) eluting with a mixture of methanol and water (7:3, 
v/v) , there was prepared 2- (3 . S-flirhloronvrltH n - 4 -vi 1 -i - m- 
WethOXy-3-^2-(^-Oy^do-2-DVri<iinio^^h^> w ^nhPT1v1 lethannng as a 
white solid, m.p. 135-136°C. [Elemental analysis:- C58.3; 
H,4.25; N.6.4%. Calculated:- C58.2; H,4.2; N,6.5%] ; 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but using 
2- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl )-l- (4 -me thoxy- 3- [2- ( pyr idin- 2- 
yDethoxy] phenyl }ethanone (Example 9) there was prepared 

2- (3 . S-fli Clllorg-l-oyldo-4-pvridinio) -l-M-tn^hoxv-?- x->- m - 
QXiag-2-T?yridinio)el-hoxv1 phenyl lethan^no a s a white solid, m.p. 
169-171°C. [Elemental analysis: C, 56.2;H, 4 . 1;M, 6. 0%; 
Calculated: C,56.1;H,4.0;N,6.2%] . 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- [4- 
phenylbutoxy]benzamide [Example 6(g)] there was prepared 
W-(3,5-d i chlprp-l-oxido-4-pvridini Q )-4-n. e tih Q w<-f^. 
phenvlbutoyv^h^nTraTnHflp which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate as off-white crystals, m.p. 151-152°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C59.88; H,4.81; N,6.07%. Calculated for 
C23H22CI2N2O4:- C60.08; H,4.64; N,6.12%]; 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- 
(phenoxymethyl)benzamide [Example 7(i)J there was prepared 
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N- (3 . 5-cH chl oro-l-mH rj o-4-nvri rjinio) -4-methoxv-3- 
f Phenoxvmethvl ) benzamidg . which was recrystallised from 
acetonitrile as colourless crystals, m.p. 160-161°C. 
[Elemental analysis:-. C, 57. 40; H,3.82; N,6.68%. Calculated for 
5 C20H16CI2N2O4:- .C57.30; H,3.85; N,6.68%]; 

U) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (2- 
benzyloxyethoxy)benzamide [Example 6(i)] there was prepared 
10 H= f 3 , 5-dichloro-l-oyido-4-nvr< ri i nio) -4-mPthoxv-3- f 2- 

benz vl oxvet how ) hp^ 7 m < fl s which was recrystallised from 
acetonitrile as colourless crystals, m.p. 168-169°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C57.03; H,4.35; N,6.04%. Calculated for 
c 22 H 20Cl2N2O 5 :- C57.61; H,4.53; N,6.25%]; 

15 

(k) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N-(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- (2- 
benzyloxymethyUbenzamide [Example 7(j)] there was prepared 
W-(3,5-diChloro-l-OXido-4-Pvriditi4n> -4-meth 03fV -^-0- 
20 PenZYlgxvmethYl )bf»nz&mifle . which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate as colourless crystals, m.p. 160-161°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C, 58.21; H,4.19; N,6.47%. Calculated for 
C2lHi 8 Cl2N 2 04:- C58.47? H,4.20; N,6.71%]; 

25 (1) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -4-methoxy-3- (4- 
methoxyphenyDbenz amide [Example 7 (k) ] there was prepared 
tT-(3.5-diChlorO-l-Oxido-4-nvi-idin io)-4-inet-.hoxv-3-(4- 
methoxvphenvl ) benz amide . which was recrystallised from 

30 acetonitrile as a pale cream solid, m.p. 206-208°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C57.36; H,3.91; N,7.02%. Calculated for 
C 20 H 16 C1 2 N 2°4 : - C,57.30; H,3.85; N,6.68%]; 
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(m) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3-{3- (4- 

methoxyphenyl) -1, 2 / 4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy}benzamide [Example 
7(n)] there was prepared H-^.S-dichloro-l-nvl ^-tnnH^n^. 
5 4-methPXY-3-f3- ( 4-methoxvnh,» n vl ) -1 , 3 . 4-oxadiazrtl -g- 

Y l methQxy}benzami(3ft / as a pale yellow solid, m.p. 195-i97°c. 
[Elemental analysis:- C,53. 75; H,3.67; N,10.83%. Calculated for 
c 23Hl8Cl2N40 6 :- C, 53.40; H,3.51; N, 10.95%]; 

10 (n) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-2- 
ylmethoxy)benzamide [Example 8(p)] # and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature, there was prepared 
H- (3 . 5-fljcTll orO-l-OXido-4-nvriai n j n \ . 4-im>fchnw.3. ft>vri^T.-7- 
Y l methoxy ) bens ami , d e , as a white solid, m.p. 203°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C, 54.05; H,3.68; N,9.86%. Calculated for 
C 19 H 15 C1 2 N 3°4 S - C,54.30; H,3.60; N, 10 .00%] ; 
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(o) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yi) -4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-3- 
ylmethoxy)benzamide [Example 8(g.)], and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature, there was prepared 
W-(3,5-fl i ch l Qro-J-OXidQ-4-r)vridinin>-A-n, o t hQ3 C v-^-rnvridi n -^- 
ylmetbpxylbenzamifle , as a white solid, m.p. 181°c. [Elemental 
analysis:- C53.90; H,3.69; N, 10.06%. Calculated for 
C 19 H 15 C1 2 N 3°4*- C,54.30; H,3.60; N,10.00%]; 

(P) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- ( 3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl ) -4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-4- 
ylmethoxy)benzamide [Example 8(r)], and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature, there was prepared 
W-(3.5-dichlorQ-l-pyido-4-PYridini 0 )-4-m^how-^.^r,^ ifllT1 -4- 
ylmethoxv) benzami ^ . as a white solid, m.p. 213°c. 
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(Q) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example l{a) but 
using N-(3,5-dichloro-l-oxido-4-pyridini 0 )-4-methoxy-3- 

<Pyridin-2-ylmethoxy)benzamide [Example 1(a)] there was 
Prepared »-^,f>-ilrTi1orQ-^or1dn-4-p;rrid j ^n^^- T frVin ._,_ n 
oxiflQ-2-pvri d i p j onipf hmrvi bpn»^ flf aB a wnlte BQlidf m j> 

.264«C. [Elemeatal analysis:- C52.51; H,3.53; N,9.74%. 
Calculated for C 19 H 15 C1 2N3 0 5 :- C52.31; H.3.47; N,9.63%]; 

(r) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N-(3,5-dichloro.l-oxido-4-pyridinio)-4-methoxy-3- 
(pyridin-3-ylmethoxy)benzamide [Example l(o)] there was 
PrePared ^-^rS-fllrtllnrP-l-oyi^-^rrid^^^-,-^ ^, n 

gxAdo-VpYrid^nJonifrtlOTy)^!!^!!)!-^ , as a white solid, m.p 
255°C. 

(s) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N-(3,5-dichloro-l-oxido-4-pyridinio)-4-methoxy-3- 

(pyridin-4-ylmethoxy)benzamide [Example l(p)] there was 
P " Par6d W-»'5-fl1rMnrn-l- ffl r1 ff n-4-T^rr1^,io1- < t-^^ ,- n 
gxid 0 -4-PYTlfl^iQp l Prnor Y )bep?ffnHr|p > as a white solid, m p 
212°C. 



(t) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methyl-3- (pyridin-2- 
ylethoxy)benzamide [Example 8(s)], and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature, there was prepared 
N- ( 3 . 5-dj cM nroPYridin-4-vi ) -4- m »*h V i ^. ? _ 
PYr i d i nloethOXYlbfPT;^^ , as a white solid, m.p. 202°C. 

30 (u) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methyl-3- (pyridin-2- 
ylethoxy)benzamide [Example 8(s)] there was prepared 

PYr l flini OQthQXY) P , PTUHTP j dp , as a white solid, m.p. I53°c. 
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(u) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 1(a) but 
using N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3-{2- (1- 
piperidinyl)ethoxy>benzamide [Example 6(j)] there was prepared 
N- (3 . S-dichlpropvri rlin-4-vl ) -4-m«thc»rv. w 2 - n - 1 1 a*.?. 
P i perlrti nio) 1 ethorvlben» a nH rio as a w h ite solid, m.p. 136°C. 

EXAMPLE 2 

(a) W- (3 . 5-P1 chloro-l-o-x-ido-4-r^-idiniol -4 -met how-? - ( i- 

methyl-i . ? ,4-oxadiazoi -s-vi m ^hr.yv< beii 2a »^P 
N- (3, 5-Dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (3-methyl-l, 2, 4- 
oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy)benzamide [0.34g, Example 6(b)] was 
treated with peracetic acid (2.5ml, 32% in dilute acetic acid). 
The mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 2.25 hours 
and then at 60°C for 45 minutes. The reaction mixture was 
cooled to ambient temperature, then diluted with water (20ml). 
The pH of the mixture was adjusted to 7 by addition of 
concentrated aqueous sodium hydroxide solution then solid 
sodium sulphite was added until the solution was negative to 
starch iodide paper. This mixture was extracted twice with 
ethyl acetate (20ml) . The combined extracts were dried over 
magnesium sulphate and then evaporated. The residual yellow 
oil was subjected to flash chromatography on silica eluting 
with a mixture of dichloromethane and methanol (9:1, v/v) . 
Fractions containing the required product were combined and 
then evaporated. The resulting solid was recrystallised from 
ethyl acetate affording the tltlf> eflmBffittnd (0.045g) as 
colourless crystals, m.p. 174-176°C. [Elemental analysis:- 
C48.46; H,3.39; N,13.11%. Calculated:- C,48.07; H,3.32; 
N, 13 . 17%] . 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 2(a) but using 
Nr ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) - 4 -me thoxy- 3- (2- 
phenylethoxy)benzamide [Example 7(b)] there was prepared 
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N- (3 . 5-<11 nhlprg-l-oy1flo-4-PVTM rlinio) -4-m1.fh o xv.3- o- 
Phenv I et,rioyY)beqz^1r i f t which was recrystallised from a mixture 
of acetone and petroleum ether (b.p. 40-60°C) as a cream 
coloured solid, m.p. 188-194°C. [Elemental analysis:- C58.3; 
H,4.3; N,6.4%. Calculated:- C58.2; H,4.2; N,6.5%]. 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 2(a) but using 
N- { 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -me thoxy- 3 - [ 2 - ( pyr idin- 2 - 
yl)ethoxy]benzamide [Example 7(e)], and carrying out the 
reaction at ambient temperature, there was prepared 
W-f3,5-^irhloropvrirlin-4-vH-4 - me thnw7-r2-(l-n y ifln-9- 
pyridini o) ethoxvl bengal r?o a s an off-white solid, m.p. 169°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C54.7; H,4.0; N,9.6%. Calculated for 
c 20 H 17Cl2N 3 O4»0.27H 2 O:- C54.7; H,4.0; N,9.5%]; 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 2(a) but using 
N-(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-[2-(pyridin-2- 
yDethoxyJbenzamide [Example 7(e)] there was prepared 

K-(3.5-flichlQrp-l-oyido-4-t)vridinio)-4-mA t hoxv-^-r2-fi- 03f jf 1 r,-2- 
pyridini o ) ethoxvl henzami do as an off-white solid, m.p. 120- 
122°C. [Elemental analysis:- C51.6; H,3.9; N,9.0%. Calculated 
for C 2 oHi7Cl2N30 5 .0.88H20:- C.51.5; H,4.1; N,9.0%J. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 2(a) but using 
3 -benzyl oxy-N- ( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -4-methoxybenzamide 
[Example 6(f)] there was prepared 3-benzvlmnr -N- ( 3 , n^- 
l-PXidP^-pvridinio^-mefchnw b enzamirig 

which was 

recrystallised from acetonitrile as a white solid, m.p. 163- 
166°C. [Elemental analysis:- C55.39; H,3.88; N,6.36%. 
Calculated for C 2 oH 16 Cl2N20 3 «H 2 0:- C54.92; H,4.29; N,6.40%]. 



(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 2(a) but using 
N- (3, 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- [3- (pyr idin- 3- 
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yl)propyloxy]benzamide [Example 6(h)] there was prepared 
N- i 3 , 5-fll Ch l grp- 1 -or idQ-4 -nvr i rtini n > - 4 -^ ^ horv- 3- n- (1 -nv-i rio-^- 
Pvridiniolnronvln^f^n^.} ^ aB co i ourle8B crystals, m.p. 181- 
182°C. [Elemental analysis:- C54.16; H,4.21; N,9.14%. 
Calculated for C 2 iH 19 Cl 2 N30 5 :- C, 54.32; H,4.12; N,9.04%]. 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 2(a) but using 
N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-4- 
yl)propyloxy]benzamide [Example 8(g)] there was prepared 

W- (3 , 5-fliChlorO-l -Q*irtr>-4-T>yridiTiir^ -4-mPfhmrv-3- f 3- M -oxido-4- 

PVTidiniQ)prgPY]pyYlben7^ir»f , which was recrystallised from 
aqueous ethanol as colourless crystals, m.p. 236-238°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C54.30; H,4.15; N,9.04%. Calculated for 
c 2lHl9Cl 2 N 3 0 5 :- C54.32; H,4.12; N,9.04%]. 



EXAMPLE 3 

M- (3 , 5-P1 ShJ oro-1 -0\idQ-4-PYTi *i nio) -4-<H fj iwm-Pfhnw.y < ? - 

phenvi Ai-ho^ pf mrmni fir 

A solution of N-acetyl-N-(3,5-dichloro-l-oxido-4-pyridinio)-4- 
difluoromethoxy-3-t2-phenylethoxy]-benzamide (0.18g, Reference 
Example 16) and piperidine (0.1ml) in dry dimethyl formamide 
(2ml) was stirred at ambient temperature for 40 minutes. The 
reaction mixture was then evaporated. The residual yellow oil 
was subjected to flash chromatography on silica gel, eluting 
25 with ethyl acetate, affording the title compound (0.069g) as 
colourless crystals, m.p. 141-144°C. [Elemental analysis :- 
C,54.1; H,3.5; N,5.8%. Calculated:- C,53.8; H,3.4; N,6.0%]. 

EXAMPLE 4 

30 (a) 3-r3-f4-Ch1orppheqYn-1t 2.4- 0 xad1w7nl -5-vi m ^hnw l -K-f^.s- 

d i ChigrO-1-OTidO-4-OvridiTiio>-4-n,^hr, r vb en r a n,^ 0 

A stirred solution of N- (3,5-dichloro-l-oxido-4- 
pyridinio)acetamide (0.54g, Reference Example 14) in 
dimethyl formamide (25ml) was treated with sodium hydride 
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<0.36g, 60% dispersion in mineral oil) under nitrogen. After 
stirring at anient temperature for 1 hour, the mixture was 
treated wxth a solution of 3- [3- (4-chlorophenyl)-i, 2 ,4- 
°*adiazol-5-ylmethoxy]-4-methoxybenzoyl chloride [0 .96g. 
Reference Example 7(a) J in dry dichloromethane (25ml) whilst 
maintaining the temperature below 25°C. After stirring at 
anient temperature for 4 hours the reaction mixture was left 
standing overnight then evaporated. The residue was treated 
with water (50ml, and the pH of the mixture was then adjusted 
to 4 by addition of concentrated hydrochloric acid. The 

IZZZ °T ™ r6CryBtallifled -thanol, with charcoal 

treatment, then recrystallised from a mixture of methanol and 

costal! ^ SfflBBQaad (0.088g) as colourless 

^Lll Pr °! eedin9 " a 8imilar »™« to Example 4(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3-yl, ethoxy] benzoyl chloride 

ilT:::z::T:" icn there - ~- 

Y X )ethOTYlbfin?;^iflr as a white solid, m.p. 189-19l°c 
[Elemental analysis:- c,53.4; H ,3.9; ^9.3%. Calculated for 
C20Hl 7 Cl 2 N 3 O 4 .0.75H 2 O:- C,53.7; H,4.2; N,9.4%); 

25 4 C di« PrOCee f ng in a 8iailar to Example 4(a) but using 

25 -difluoromethoxy-3- I 2-(pyridin-2-yl)ethoxy]benzoyl chloride 
[Reference Example 7(e)] there was prepared N- f 3 . v 

YDethOTTYTheTiT^i^ -which- was recrystallised fronTa mixture of 
dichloromethane and diethyl ether as colourless crystals 
30 m.p.l47-l490 C . [Elemental analysis:- c,50.8; H,3.2; N,8.7% 
Calculated:- C51.1; H,3.2; N,8.9%] ; 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 4(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3-(benzylthiomethyl)ben 2 oyl chloride [Reference 
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Example 7(o) ] there was prepared 3- (b«.«vi t h ^ t hvi i - H - ^ , «■ 
flicM0rp-1-paciao-4-Tnrr1rtinini-4-^ r? lO3evfaengttlB<< , a aB a yellow 
solid, m.p.l68-172«>C. [Elemental analysis:- C55.90, H,4.05; 
N,6.54%. Calculated:- C, 56. 08; H,4.00; H,6.24%J ; 

EXAMPLE ft 

(a) 3- f3- (4-rni orophenvi ) - i a . i^oaadj a aa j^jj ] □ , y 

fli cMOTQ-1-nTlfln-4- ff vr1<HTlin)-4-in»i->,^ vtT P TlTtnn|1t 1r 
A stirred solution of N-(3,5-dichloro-l-oxido-4- 
pyridinio)acetamide (0.5g, Reference Example 14) in 
dimethylformamide (200ml), under nitrogen, was treated with 
sodium hydride (0.28g, 60% dispersion in mineral oil) over a 
period of 15 minutes. The mixture was stirred at ambient 
temperature for 3 hours, then cooled to 0'C, then treated 
dropwise with a solution of 3-I3-(4-chlorophenyl)-l,2,4- 
oxadiazol-5-yl]-4-methoxybenzoyl azide {prepared by treating a 
solution of 3-[3-(4-chlorophenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]-4- 
methoxybenzoic acid [0.66g, reference Example 12(a)) and 
diphenylphosphoryl azide (0.47g) in dimethylformamide (400ml) 
with triethylamine (0.33ml) and stirring at ambient temperature 
for 3 hours) whilst maintaining the temperature at 0»C. After 
stirring at ambient temperature for 3 days the reaction mixture 
was evaporated to low volume and then treated with water 
(200ml). The mixture was extracted three times with 
dichloromethane (300ml). The combined extracts were 
evaporated. The residual orange oil was triturated with 
methanol. The insoluble white solid was recrystallised from a 
mixture of tetrahydrofuran and water affording the title 
COmPPUnq (0.15g) as white needles, m.p. 290-291°C. (Elemental 
analysis:- C50.3; H,2.93; N,10.61%. Calculated for 
C2lHl3Cl 3 N4O 4 .0.75H2O:- C,49.9; H,2.89; N.ll.08%]; 



(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
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yljbenzoyl azide {prepared from 4-methoxy-3- 13- (4- 

ynhmnitnimflft which was recrystallised from a mixture of 
tetrahydrofuran and methanol a S a yellow solid, m.p. 267-268'C; 

CO By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3-(3-phenyl- 1 , 2 .4-oxadiazol-5-yl, b enzoyl azide 

(prepared from 4-methoxy-3H3-phenyl-i, 2 ,4- 0 xadiazol-5- 

1 3 e H-ir id ' Ref6renCe EXafflPle 12(C) > the " ™ spared 

i.2.*-™^To } -s- Y1) ^ rm ^ whleh was recrystallie . d M ; roa 

tetrahydrofuran as a white solid, m.p. 269-270»C. [Elemental 
analysis:- c,55.07; H ,3.18; rn.12.0WH. Calculated:- C55.15, 
H,3.09; 11,12. 25%]; ' 



(O By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 

20 t 4 - ffiethOXy - 3 - [3 - ( ^ idi - 2 -^>-l^,4-oxadiazol-5- 

y benzoyl azide (prepared from 4-methoxy- 3 - [3 - (pyridin-2- 
yl)l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl)benzoic acid. Reference Example 12(d)) 
there was prepared N-Q.HIrMnm.l^^^^^^ , 



25 ^ ~ f r ™ alli8ed -hanol as white crystals, m.p. 



(e By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 5-methoxy-4-(2-[4-methoxyphenyl]ethoxy,-pyridine-2- 
carboxylic acid azide (prepared from 5-methoxy-4- (2- (4- 
30 methoxyphenyl]ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylic acid, Reference 
Example 11(e)) there was prepared N- n . s-^^ ^ 



SMftOTniMflf which was recrystallised from aqueous ethanol aea 
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colourless solid, m.p. 181-182°C. [Elemental analysis:- 
C,54.5; H,4.13; N,8.98%. Calculated:- C, 54.32;H,4 . 12;N, 9.04%] . 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3-[2-(pyridin-2-yl)ethoxy]benzoyl azide 
{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl) -ethoxy] benzoic 
acid. Reference Example 8 (d) > there was prepared n-(3.5- 
d l ChlQrO-l-Oxido-4-Pvridinjo^-4-m e thn W - - 3-r2-fn V T><H^-->- 

Yl ) e thoxYl benzaml tie as a white solid, m.p. 186-188°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C54.5; H,4.0; N,9.6%. Calculated for 
C 2 0Hi7Cl2N3O 4 «0.4H 2 O:- C54.5; H,4.05; N,9.5%]; 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-3-yl] ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylic 
acid azide (prepared from 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-3- 
yl]ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylic acid, Reference Example 11(c)) 
there was prepared N-(3.5-dlch1 0 r 0 -l-«^Hn. 4 - P rel^TH^.«;. 
B>ethgXY-4-(2-rpY r iflt n -^-Ynethoxv)T>vridinA-?- ^ rb 03Cam irt^ which 
was recrystallised from acetonitrile as off-white crystals, 
m.p. 204-205°C. [Elemental analysis:- C52.5; H,3.8; N,13.1%. 
Calculated:- C52.4; H,3.7; N,12.9%]. 

(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-2-yl] ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylic 
acid azide (prepared from 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-2- 
yl]ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylic acid. Reference Example 11(d)) 
there was prepared W- (3 . S-dichloro-l-nv^r ^-T^^T^i 

methoxy-4- f 2- fpvridin-2-Yll ethoxVVnvridi n ^-9- c aT :hn ya ^^ c wh i C h 
was recrystalliBed from acetonitrile as colourless needles, 
m.p.l68-170°C. [Elemental analysis:- C52.3; H,3.7; N,13.0%. 
Calculated:- C52.4; H,3.7 N,12.9%]; 



(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 3 - [ 3 - ( pyr idin- 2 -y 1 ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadi a zol - 5 -ylme thoxy J - 4 - 



WO 97/03967 



PCT/GB96/01746 



- 87 - 



methoxybenzoyl aside {prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-2- 
Yl>-l*2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl,nethoxy]benzoic acid. Reference Example 
8(b)} there was prepared W - C3.5-<ii chloral zSxiSaz& 1i1r1 ^ 

3- r3-(PYr1fl1n-?-vn-l,2,4-oYndia ZQ i-';- v ^ qt hn yv i-A- 
methp^PTi^fiTnldf as colourless crystals, m.p. 140-150°C. 

[Elemental analysis:- C51.66; H,3.10; N,14.34%. Calculated 
for C 21 H 13 Cl3N4O4.0.75H 2 O:- C51.83; H,3.15; N,14.43%]; 

(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 4- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -1,2,4-oxadiazol-S-ylmethoxy] -5- 
methoxypyridine-2-carboxylic acid azide {prepared from 

4 - [3 - ( 4-chlorophenyl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol- 5 -ylmethoxy ] -5 - 
methoxypyridine-2-carboxylic acid. Reference Example 11(a)) 
there was prepared 4- f 3 - (4-rhlnmnh^viui -> 1-^^^ 5 

nethPXYPyr 1 dine- 2 -H I rfror ami flp which was recrystallised from n- 
butanol, with charcoal treatment as colourless crystals, m.p. 
231-233°C. [Elemental analysis:-, C48.25; H,2.70; N,13.4%. 
Calculated:- C48.57; H,2.72; N,13.25%]. 
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(k) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3-[3-(pyridin-4-yl)propyloxy]benzoyl azide 

{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-4-yl)propyloxy)benzoic 
acid. Reference Example 11(f)) there was prepared 
NM3.S-(11^lgro-^-oyjf1n-4- P Yri < 1inin>-4- m ^hr, w -^ .r3-(n^r.^^- 
Yl ) PrOPYl OXYl benzamj which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate, with charcoal treatment, as colourless crystals, m.p. 
169-170M. [Elemental analysis:- C,56;24; H/4v28;-n;9.32%: 
Calculated for C 21 H 19 C1 2 N 3 04 : - C, 56.26; H,4.27; N,9.37%], 

(1) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3-[3-(pyridin-3-yl)propyloxy]benzoyl azide 
{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin- 3 -yl)propyloxy] benzoic 
acid. Reference Example 11(g)) there was prepared 
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H-(3,5-fli0hl0r0-1-0TidQ-4-T>vrifli.ni O ^-4-Tn^ h O xv-3-r.>-f r ,vridin-?- 
Yl Iprppy] ftxy 1 bensnml tiff which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate as cream coloured crystals, m.p. 169-170°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C, 56.56; H,4.35; N,9.37%. Calculated for 
C2lH 19 Cl2N 3 04t- C56.26; H,4.27; N,9.37%]. 

(m) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 5(a) but 
using 4 -methoxy-3-(pyridin-2-yloxymethyl) benzoyl azide 

(prepared from 4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-2-yloxymethyl) benzoic acid, 
Reference Example ll(j)> there was prepared N- ( 3 . rhi rvrn-i - 
gX i flO-4-rvrifonio)-4-methoxv-3-( P vri^ 

as colourless crystals, m.p. 104-105°C. [Elemental analysis: - 
C,54.30; H,3.60; N,10.00%. Calculated for C 19 H 15 Cl2N304 : - 
C53.76; H,3.39; N,10.42%]. 

HHtftPH? 6 

(a) 3- T3- (4-Cm,QrgPhftnYl )-l. 2 , 4 -or a rH a ^l--;-vl W othnrvl -»- f q , 

d i ChlQrO-PVTlf1lT1-4-Yl)-4- m f>th OX vhPT,^ aw ,^ < > 
A stirred suspension of (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N- [fluoro(3- 
{ 3 - ( 4 - chloropheny 1 ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol - 5 -y lme thoxy } - 4 - 
methoxyphenyl) methylene J amine [0.65g, Reference Example 1(a)] 
in tetrahydrofuran (50ml) was treated portionwise with 
potassium trimethylsilanoate (0.57g). The resulting yellow 
solution was stirred at ambient temperature for 3 hours. After 
standing at ambient temperature overnight the reaction mixture 
was evaporated. The residue treated with water (30ml) . The 
insoluble material was dried at 60°C under vacuum affording a 
colourless solid (0.49g). A portion (0.2g) of this material 
was recrystallised from ethyl acetate affording the title 
cOfllPQUnfl (0.07g) as colourless crystals, m.p. 203-204°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C52.15; H,3.1l; N,10.93%. Calculated:- 
C52.25; H,2.99; N,11.08%]. 
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(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 
(3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -N- [f luoro (4-methoxy-3- (3-methyl- 
1, 2, 4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy)phenyl)methylene] amine [Reference 

which was recrystallised from methanol as colourless crystals, 
m.p. 122-173°C. [Elemental analysis:- C49.89; H,3.45; 
N,13.69%. Calculated:- C50.24; H,3.56, N,13.84%]. 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 

(3.5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)- N -[fi UO ro-(4-methoxy-3-[2-pyridin-4- 
ylethoxy)phenyl)-methyleneJamine [Reference Example 1(c)] there 
was prepared q- Q , S -<|1 rhl oropvr-i M p-^ l - n- m ^hn w -,- ro- 
■ (PYr i gin-4-Yi) fir ,hr ?Tt r^p T1rF , n , 1<1r , aB a white solidr n p 145 _ 
147»c. [Elemental analysis:- CS7.68; H,4.14; N,9.86%. 
Calculated:- C57.43; H,4.10; N,10.05%). 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 
(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N-[fluoro(4-methoxy-3-{2-(4- 
methyl thiazol-5-yl ) ethoxy)phenyl ) methylene) amine [Reference 
Example 1(d)] there was prepared W - (3 , 5-<11 cM omr^i - 

4-tnethoyy-^-(2-f4-^r?iYima7ol-s-vi> e thov V ^ 0 r,^ 1T 1 .f > 1f as a 
colourless solid, m.p. 188-189°C. [Elemental analysis:- 
C52.6; H,4.0; N,9.7; S,7.3%. Calculated:- C52.1; H,3.9; 
25 N,9.6; S,7.3%]. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 

(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N-[fluoro-(4-methoxy-3-{2-thien-2- 
ylethoxy}phenyl) -methylene] amine [Reference Example 1(e)) there 
30 was prepared N- (3 , 5-<1i chloronvri ftj } =A=Bsthasx=2 . f n 

2-VlethoxY)penzamidf» , which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate as a colourless solid, m.p. 158-159°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C,53.6; H,3.8j N,6.7; S,7.55%. Calculated:- C,S5.9; 
H,3.8; N,6.6; S,7.6%]. 
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(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 
(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -N- [fluoro- <4-methoxy-3- 
(benzyloxyjphenyl) -methylene] amine [Reference Example 1(f)] 
there was prepared q- p , S-rtlrhlnromnr^^-^y n .4— t-w^. 
PenZYloxybenzamirlP as a white solid, m.p.212-215°C. 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 
( 3 , 5-dlchloropyr idin-4 -yl ) -N- [ fluoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 4 - 
Phenylbutoxy) phenyl) -methylene] amine [Reference Example 1(g)] 
there was prepared H-(3,H1rMnm B vri^ w .i^n. 4. M ^.>i. 
PhenY l frrtprvlbenrmTil^ , which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate as a colourless solid, m.p.l63-164°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C62.03; H,4.98; N,6.29%. Calculated for 
c 23 H 22Cl2N 2 0 3 :- C,62.01; H,4.88; N,6.22%]. 

(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 
(3. 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -N- (fluoro- (4 -methoxy-3-{ (3-pyridin- 
3-yl)propyloxy}phenyl) -methylene] amine [Reference Example 1(h)] 
there was prepared B - ( 3 , ff-fll rhl oropvri flj p-^ 1 - 4-^0™-.. ». 
. (PYTiaip- Vvl ) propyl orvlbgn*^ ^ as a colourless solid. 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 
(3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N- [fluoro- (4-methoxy-3-{2- 
benzyloxyethoxy] phenyl) -methylene] amine [Reference Example 
1(1,3 there WaB Prepared N- (3. 

methPXY- 3 - ( 2-feenrvl QTYethgry) n*T17rfnn1 fl fi which was recrystallised 
from toluene, with charcoal treatment, as colourless crystals, 
m.p. 191-192°C. [Elemental analysis:- C58.88; H,4.53; 
N,6.31%. Calculated for C22H20CI2N2O4 :- C59.07; H,4.51; 
N,6.26%]. 



<J> By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 6(a) but using 
( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) -N- [fluoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 - 
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Piper idinylethoxy} phenyl) -methylene] amine [Reference Example 
Id)] there was prepared H - f 3 , Phinrmvr^^.i.u! } - f - 

methoxy- 3 - f 2 - f 1 -ni ™>ri dinvi ) amgamfcsazaaj *° which was 

recrystallised from acetonitrile, as white crystals, m.p. 
170°C. [Elemental analysis:- C56.56; H,5.58; N,10.10%. 
Calculated for C20H23CI2N3O3:- C, 56.61; H,5.46; N,9.90%]. 

EXAMPLE 7 

(a) 3-f2-f3-f4-nil0r0PhfTlYl)-lt3,4-nTnd1 W t O l-5- v ii^y Wf1 >-» T - 

(3.5-dichIoronvrifliTi-4-YH-4-ni^h p 3C vhpnr ff ^^ ft 
A solution of 4-amino-3,5-dichloropyridine (0.51g, prepared as 
described in the specification of International Patent 
Application Publication No. W092/12961) in dry 
dimethylformamide (40ml), under nitrogen, was treated with 
sodium hydride (0.26g), 60% dispersion in mineral oil). After 
stirring at ambient temperature for 30 minutes the mixture was 
treated dropwise with a solution of 3- [2- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) - 
l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]ethyl)-4-methoxybenzoyl chloride [1.19g, 
Reference Example 7(b)] in dry dichloromethane (25ml) whilst 
maintaining the temperature below 25°C. Stirring was continued 
at ambient temperature for 3 hours and the mixture was then 
left standing for 18 hours. The reaction mixture was 
evaporated. The residue treated with IN hydrochloric acid 
(130ml). The resulting solid was washed with water, then dried 
and then recrystallised from acetonitrile affording the title 
coroppunfl (0.96g) as colourless crystals, m.p. 188-189°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C55.24; H,3.12; N, 11.06%. Calculated: - 
C54.84; H,3.40; N, 11.12%]". " " 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3-(2-phenylethoxy) benzoyl chloride [Reference Example 
7(f)], there was prepared N- (3 , 5-dichlor 0 -Tv^, Un-4- v l > -4- 
methoxv-3-(2-phenvlethc»yv>hpnzami ( i«» which was recrystallised 
from toluene as an off-white solid, m.p. 154-158°C. [Elemental 
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analysis:- C60.6; H,4.4; N,6.5%. Calculated:- C60.4; H,4.4; 
N,6.7%] . 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
5 4-difluoromethoxy-3- (2-phenylethoxy) benzoyl chloride [Reference 

Example 7 (g) 1 , there was prepared N- (3 . 5-dichloropvri din-4-vl ) - 

4- aifluoromethoxv-3-(2-phenvlethn xv)benzamide as a colourless 
solid, m.p. 134-136°C. [Elemental analysis:- C,55.7; H,3.6; 
N,6.1%. Calculated: -C, 55.7; H,3.7; N,6.2%]. 

10 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 

5- methoxy-4- (2- [4-methoxyphenyl] ethoxy)pyridine-2-carbonyl 
chloride [Reference Example 7(j)] there was prepared 

W- (3 . 5-dichloroPYridin-4-vl) -5-meth 03C v-4- f2- m- 
15 methoxvphenvl)ethoxv1pvT-idine-2-ear boxamide which was 

recrystallised from ethyl acetate as a colourless solid, m.p. 
151-152°C. [Elemental analysis:- C56.13; H,4.39; N,9.44%. 
Calculated:- C, 56.26; H,4.27; N,9.37%] . 

20 (e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3-[2-(pyridin-2-yl)ethoxy]benzoyl chloride [Reference 
Example 7(d)] there was prepared N- 13 . 5-di e hlor Q pvridin-4-vl ) - 
4-methoxv-3- f2 - fpvridin-2-v^ethoyvibftn gam <dA as a white solid, 
m.p. 151-152°C. [Elemental analysis:- C57.3; H,4.1; N,10.3%. 

25 Calculated:- C57.4; H,4.1; N,10.1%] ; 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3-yl)ethoxy]benzoyl-chloride [Reference 
Example 7(c)] there was prepared N- ( 3 . 5-die hloropy r idin-4-vl ) - 
30 4-methOXV-3- 12- (pvridin-3-vl>ethorv1benzamide as a white solid, 
m.p. 159°C. [Elemental analysis:- C57.4; H,4.1; N,10.1%. 
Calculated:- C57.4; H,4.1; N,10.1%]. 
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(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3-(2-phenylethyl)benzoyl chloride [Reference Example 
7(k)J there was prepared N- (3 . 5-di chl oronvrj Air>-A-„, } -a- 

me t hQXY- 3 - ( 2 -Phenyl p t hvl ) h»n z ff r j fl a , which was recrystallised 
from acetonitrile as white plates, m.p. 186-187<>C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C62.94; H,4.54; N,7.19%. Calculated for 
c 2lHl8Cl 2 N 2 0 2 :- C62.86; H,4.52; N,6.98%]. 

(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3-(2-phenylethynyl)benzoyl chloride [Reference 
Example 7(1)] there was prepared N- f 3 . ). 

4 -wethgxy- 3 - ( 2 -phenyl Pthvmri ^^> P r ^ a which was 
recrystallised from acetonitrile as a white crystalline solid, 
m.p. 244-246°C. [Elemental analysis:- C63.42; H,3.51; K,6.96%. 
Calculated for C 2 iH 14 Cl 2 N202 : - C63.49; H,3.55; N,7.05%]. 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3-(phenoxymethyl) benzoyl chloride [Reference Example 
7(m)) there was prepared H-(3.5-d1rMnronvr^< w .i.v 1)H - 
fflethoxy- 3 - f phenoxvinPt-hvi ) ^ f as a ye i low so iid, m . p . i 39 . 
140°C. [Elemental analysis:- C. 59.57; H,4.00; N,6.95%. 
Calculated for C 20 H 16 C1 2 N 2 0 3 : - C59.28; H,4.00; N,6.98%]. 

(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3-(benzyloxymethyl)benzoyl chloride [Reference 
Example 7 (p) ] there was prepared N- (3 . rh loronvrH flin-i-vi } - 
4-methgxv-3- (bftnzYloxvmethyl IhengatMrto which was recrystallised 
from ethyl acetate as colourless crystals, m.p. 142-143°c. 
[Elemental analysis:- C60.45; H,4.35; M,6.71%. Calculated for 
C 21 H 18 C1 2 N 2 0 3 :- C, 60.49; H,4.44; N,6.79%]. 

(k) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4 -methoxy-3-(4-methoxyphenyl) benzoyl chloride [Reference 
Example 7 (n) ] there was prepared N-(3. s-dlf-h ioropyridHn-A-^i i. 
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4-fflethPXV-3- (4-mBthoTvph«.m,i j^^^ which waB recrystallised 
from acetonitrile as a white crystalline solid, m.p. 195-196°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C59.46; H,3.98; N,6.95%. Calculated for 
C20Hl6Cl 2 N 2 O 3 :- C.59.57; H,4.00; N,6.95%]. 

(1) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3- [3- (2-thienyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]methoxybenzoyl 
chloride [Reference Example 7(r)) there was prepared 
W- (3 , 5-fll Chloronvri rtln-4-vl > -4-methnyv-^- r 3 - < 2-fM Anyl > _i . 5 . A- 
Qxafliazp] -5-vl TmprhoxyhPnTaTiH H f which was recrystallised from 
ethyl acetate as a white crystalline solid, m.p. 213-215°c 

(m) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4 -met hoxy- 3 - [2 - ( 4 -chlorophenyl ) - 1 , 3 , 4-oxadiazol- 5 - 
yljmethoxybenzoyl chloride [Reference Example 7(s)] there was 
prepared N- ( 3 , 5-< 1 1 cMoropvridin-4-vl l -4-™.«.w~. v r? . M _ 
c h lgrophftTiyT ) -l , 3 , 4-OTnfliazo3 -s-vi imetho^h^,^ « a aa a cream 
solid, m.p. 219-221°C. [Elemental analysis:- C52.25; H,3.10; 
N,11.20%. Calculated for C 2 2H 15 C1 3 N 4 04 : - C. 52.25; H,2.99; 
N,11.08%) . 

(n) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
4-methoxy-3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl ) -1 , 2 , 4-oxadiazol -5- 
yljmethoxybenzoyl chloride [Reference Example 7(t)] there was 
prepared N- (3 . 5-cli chlornnvrMin-4-vl 1 - 4 -me thcv.ru>- 3- f3- (4- 
wethgxyph f nvl ) - 1 . 2 , 4 -oxadiazol -S-vii m B f.h ft w fa enMmj as a 
yellow semi-solid. 

EXAMPLE a 

(a) 3 - [3 - (4-Chlorophenvl >-l , 2 . 4-n^di az m -*- v n -w- m , s- 

aiChlgrppvri <1iTl-4-vl) -4-methoxvbcnzanH n» 
A stirred solution of 4-amino-3,5-dichloropyridlne (0.59g, 
prepared as described in the specification of International 
Patent Application Publication No. WO 92/12961) in dry 
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dimethylformamide (40ml), under nitrogen, was treated 
portionwise with sodium hydride (0.432g, 60% dispersion in 
mineral oil) over 15 minutes. After stirring at ambient 
temperature for 2 hours the mixture was treated dropwise with a 
solution of 3-[3-(4-chlorophenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]-4- 
methoxybenzoyl azide {prepared by treating a stirred solution 
of 3 - [ 3 - ( 4 -chlorophenyl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol- 5 -yl ] -4 -methoxybenzoic 
acid [lg, Reference Example 12(a)] in dimethylformamide (150ml) 
under nitrogen with diphenylphosphoryl azide (0.71ml) followed 
by triethylamine (0.5ml) and then stirring the mixture at 
ambient temperature for 2 hours} whilst maintaining the 
temperature below 0°C. After stirring at ambient temperature 
for 16 hours the reaction mixture waB evaporated. The residual 
brown semi-solid was dissolved in water (200ml). The solution 
was extracted three times with dichloromethane (150ml). The 
combined organic extracts were washed with IN hydrochloric 
acid, then dried over magnesium sulphate and then evaporated. 
The residual white solid was recrystallised from a mixture of 
tetrahydrofuran, methanol and acetonitrile to give the title 
compound (0.12g) as a white solid, m.p. 284-285°C. (Elemental 
analysis:- C.53.02; H,2.75; N, 11.78%. Calculated:- C, 51.79; 

H, 2.78; N, 11 .41%] ; 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -1, 2, 4 -oxadiazol- 5-yl] -4- 
methoxybenzoyl azide {prepared from 3- [3- ( 4-methoxyphenyl - 

I, 2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]-4-methoxybenzoic acid, Reference Example 
12 (b) } there was prepared N- ( 3 . 5 -di ch loronvri A A n - 4 -vl ) -4 - 
methPXV-3- f 3- f 4-mftt,t)gXVPhenvl ) -1 . 2 . 4 -oxadiazol -S-^ n benzamifl* 
recrystallised from a mixture of tetrahydrofuran and methanol 
as a white solid, m.p. 244-245°C. [Elemental analysis:- 

C, 56.05; H,3.29; 11,11.65%. Calculated:- C56.07; H,3.42; 
N, 11.89%]; 
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(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-»ethoxy-3-(3-phenyl-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl)benzoyl aside 
[prepared from 4-methoxy-3- (3-phenyl-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
ylJbenzoic acid, Reference Example 12(c)] there was prepared 

QXaaiazol - S-Vl ) frpngfflnl fl* recrystallised from a mixture of 
tetrahydrofuran and methanol as a white solid, m.p. 249-251°C. 
[Elemental analysis: -C, 56.54; H,3,03; N,12.23%. Calculated:- 
C,57.15; H,3.20; N, 12.70%]; 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
us ing 3 - [ 3 - ( pyridin- 2 -yl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol - 5 -yl ] -4 - 
methoxybenzoyl azide {prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-2- 
yl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]benzoic acid, Reference Example 12(d)) 
there was prepared jfc (3 . 5-di cM nrnnvri tea=Az2 &LzAzBS3&BZ^ 
{PYr i dip-?- Y l ) -1 , 2 . 4-OTnrtia«m - 1^ f . r ^ ir recrystallised 
from acetonitrile as a white solid, m.p. 237-238°C. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin- 3 -yl] -ethoxy)pyridine-2- 
carboxylic acid azide {prepared from 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-3- 
yl]-ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylic acid. Reference Example 11(c)) 
there was prepared W- ( 3 , chl nrmvri m w .i. yT » zS=ms3 ^ S3a[=A . p _ 

[PYTid 3 -Vl 1 ethQXV) Dvri rti no- 9 - Ca rhnr am < flo which waB 

recrystallised from ethyl acetate as colourless crystals, m.p. 
149-151-C. [Elemental analysis:- C54.49; H,3.88;N, 13.37%. 
Calculated:- C54.43; H,3.85; N,13.36%]; 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 7(a) but using 
5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin- 2 -yl] ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylic acid 
azide {prepared from 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-2- 

yl] ethoxy) pyridine- 2 -carboxylic acid Reference Example 11(d)) 
there was prepared B-(3.5-aiflh1nr B nvr^<n-i. y i). s . IM> ^ . i . f? . 
[PYT^din-2-ynethoyY)TTvridine-2-rarbov am ^o wh i C h wa8 
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recrystallised from ethyl acetate as colourless needles, 
m.p.l56-158°C. [Elemental analysis:- C,54.1; H,3.8; N,13.3%. 
Calculated:- C54.4; H,3.85; N,13.4%]. 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3-[3-(pyridin-4-yl)propyloxy]benzoyl azide 

{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-4-yl)propyloxy] benzoic 
acid, Reference Example 11(f)} there was prepared 

N- ( 3 , 5-d1chlQrP-PVriain-4-v1 ) -4-mefchnyv-l - n- ( nvri^n-i. 
Yl ) propyl oxy] benzamj fle. which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate, with charcoal treatment, as colourless crystals, m.p. 
182-183°C. 

(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- (3- (pyridin-3-yl)propyloxy]benzoyl azide 
{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-3-yl)propyloxy] benzoic 
acid, Reference Example 11(g)} there was prepared 

N- (3 , 5-<3ichlgro-pvri<nn-3-vl ) -4-methows- n- fwvrH«HT.-*- 
Yl ) PrgPYlQXYl benza . ro j fln which was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate, with charcoal treatment, as colourless crystals, m.p. 
171-172°C. 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- (2- (4-methoxyphenyl)ethenyl] benzoyl azide 
{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [2- (4-methoxyphenyl) ethenyl} benzoic 
acid, Reference Example 12(e)} there was prepared 
N-(3,5-flichloro-pvridin-4-vl)-4-methoyv-^-r2-/d- 
methoxvphenvl ) ethenvl 7 benzami r»P which was recrystallised from 
methanol as white needles. 



(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl)ethynyl]benzoyl azide 
{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl)ethynyl] benzoic 
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acid. Reference Example 8(i)} there was prepared 
W- (3 . 5-dichloro-nvridiTi-,d- Yl ) -4-mg1-hnv Y -3- T2- fnvr< rH 
Vl ) ethYTlYl 1 benzami tiff which was recrystallised from 
acetonitrile, as a white crystalline solid, m.p. 211-212°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C60.34; H,3.31; N, 10.64%. Calculated for 
c 20Hl3Cl 2 N 3 O 2 :- C, 60.32; H,3.29; N,10.55%]. 

(k) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl) ethyl] benzoyl azide 

{prepared from 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl)ethyl]benzoic acid. 
Reference Example 19(b)} there was prepared N- (3 . b-<» rhi q^q. 
PYr i d i n-4-Yi)-4-mftriioyY-3-r2-(pvridin-2-vi>^h V i 1 b e n Za n l ^^ 
which was recrystallised from diethyl ether, as a white 
crystalline solid, m.p. 166-167°C. [Elemental analysis : - 
C60.07; H,4.31; N, 10.63%. Calculated for C 20 H 17 Cl 2 N 3 O 2 : - 
C,59.71; H,4.26; M,10.45%). 

(1) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3-(2-naphthyl)benzoyl azide (prepared from 
4-methoxy-3-(2-naphthyl)benzoic acid. Reference Example 25(a)) 
there was prepared N- (3 . 5-dichl oro-mn-^^- Vv i ^ 4 - m ^ho W -^- 
( 2 -naphthyl ) benzamj d*s which was recrystallised from aqueous 
methanol as a white solid, m.p. 192-193°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C, 65.26; H,3.81; N,6.62%. Calculated for 
C 23 H 16C1 2 N 2 0 2 :- C,65.53; H,4.18; N,6.94%], 

(m) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- (2 -benzof uranyl ) benzoyl azide (prepared from 
4-methoxy-3-(2-benzofuranyl) benzoic acid. Reference Example 
25(b)) there was prepared N- (3, 5-dichlor 0 -nvrJmn -4-v:n -4- 
methPTV- 3 - ( 2 -benzof uranvl \ *»i } z$ m? fl g , which was recrystallised 
from a mixture of methanol and ethanol as an off-white solid, 
m.p. 199-200°C. 
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(n) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- (1-naphthyl) benzoyl azide {prepared from 
4-methoxy-3-(l-naphthyl) benzoic acid. Reference Example 25(c)) 
there was prepared N- (3 . 5-dichloro-pvri^ n -4-vl ) -4-tnP«- hnw-?- 
( l-aaPhf.hv l ) frenzaffl i flft , which was recrystallised from ethanol, 
m.p. 190-191°C. [Elemental analysis:- C, 65.58; H,3.99; 
N,6.78%. Calculated for C20H17CI2N3O2 :- C.65.26; H,3.81; 
N,6.62%]. 

(o) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- ( 3 -thienyl) benzoyl azide {prepared from 
4-methoxy-3-( 3- thienyl) benzoic acid, Reference Example 25(d)) 
there was prepared N- (3 . S-dichlorn-nwirH n-A-vll -4. ffiB fhnw.i. 
( 3- thienyl Ibensamiflfi, which was recrystallised from 
acetonitrile as white needles, m.p. 205-206°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- c, 53.46; H,3.07; N,7.39%. Calculated for 
c 17Hl2Cl 2 N 2 0 2 S:- C53.83; H,3.19; N,7.39%]. 

(P) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
UBing 4-methoxy-3-(pyridin-2-ylmethoxy)benzoyl azide (prepared 
from 4-methoxy-3-(pyridin-2-ylmethoxy)benzoic acid, Reference 
Example 11 (x) ) there was prepared N- (3 . 5-<H r hlorQ-nvrj Ai n-4- 
Yl)-4-methQXY-3-(PYridin-2-vlmethoxv>bgnr a in^ ft . which was 
recrystallised from ethyl acetate as white crystals, m.p. 
193°C. [Elemental analysis:- C, 56.51; H,3.63; N,10.16%. 
Calculated for CigH^C^^C^:- C, 56.46; H,3.74; N,10.39%). 

(Q) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-3-ylmethoxy) benzoyl azide (prepared 
30 from 4 -methoxy-3 - (pyridin-3-ylmethoxy) benzoic acid, Reference 
Example 11(1)) there was prepared N- f 3 , 5-dinhloro-nviH d< n-a. 
YD-t-methoxv-S-fnvridin-S-vlmethQw^hAn^^^f. as a white 
solid, m.p. 173°C. [Elemental analysis:- C56.54; H,3.76; 
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N,10.26%. Calculated for C 19 H 15 Cl2N 3 03 : - C56.46; H,3.74; 
N, 10.39%] . 

(r) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-4-ylmethoxy) benzoyl azide {prepared 
from 4-methoxy-3-(pyridin-4-ylmethoxy)benzoic acid, Reference 
Example 11 (m) } there was prepared N- ( 3 . 5-dichloro-nvridin-4- 
Yl ) - 4 -me t bPXV- 3 - ( nvr idin- 4 -vine thnyv ) benz ami as a white 
solid, m.p. 184°C. [Elemental analysis:- C56.38; H,3.75; 
N,10.33%. Calculated for C 19 H 15 Cl2N303:- C56.46; H,3.74; 
N, 10.39%] . 

(s) By proceeding in a similar manner to Example 8(a) but 
using 4-methyl-3- (pyridin-2-ylethoxy) benzoyl azide {prepared 
from 4-methyl-3-(pyridin-2-ylethoxy)benzoic acid. Reference 
Example 11 (n) } there was prepared N- ( 3 . 5-dic hloro-tiviH fl* n-4- 
Yl ) -4 -methyl - 3 - (pvr i din- 2 -vl ethoxv) b en » am iflp as a white solid, 
m.p. 151°C. [Elemental analysis:- C, 59.40; H,4.37; N, 10.50%. 
Calculated for C20H17CI2N3O2:- C, 59.71; H,4.26; N,10.46%]. 



EXAMPLE 9 

2-(3.5-P^ChlprPPYTidin-4-vl)-l-f4-m e thn yv -3-r2-fmn-jd.-n-9- 
Yl ) ethoxvl Phenyl 1 ethanonA 

A stirred solution of lithium diisopropylamide (17.5 mmoles) in 
dried tetrahydrofuran (30ml), under nitrogen, at -75°C, was 
treated with a" solution of 3,5-dichloro-4-methylpyridine in dry 
tetrahydrofuran (5ml). After stirring for 1 hour at -75°C, the 
mixture was treated with a solution of methyl 4-methoxy-3- [2- 
(pyridin-2-yl)ethoxy]benzoate (2.28g, Reference Example 17) in 
dry tetrahydrofuran (5ml). After stirring at -75°C for 1 hour, 
the mixture was allowed to warm to room temperature, and then 
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treated with saturated aqueous ammonium chloride solution. The 
mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (200ml) . The organic 
phase was washed twice with water (100ml), then dried over 
magnesium sulphate, then evaporated. The residual oil was 
subjected to flash column chromatography on silica gel, eluting 
with ethyl acetate, to give a white solid (1.16g). A sample 
(0.2g) of this solid was subjected to reverse phase high 
pressure liquid chromatography (Dynamax-60A Ci 8 column) , 
eluting with aqueous methanol (70% v/v) , affording the title 
compound (0.13g) as a white solid, m.p. 133-135°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C59.9; H,4.35; N,6.52%. Calculated:- C, 60.45; 
H,4.35; N,6.71%] . 



EXAMPLE 10 

2- (3 . 5-P1 rhloropyri dj n-4-vl ) -i -f4-n> e thn»v^. r 2 - tr,^ ^..^ 
vDethoxvi phenyl bafcfaanoaa 

A solution of oxalyl chloride (0.4ml) in dry dichloromethane 
(20ml), under nitrogen, at -65°C, was treated dropwise with 
dimethyl sulphoxide (0.57ml). After stirring for 15 minutes, 
the mixture was treated with a solution of 2- (3,5- 
dichloropyridin-4-yl) 1- (4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3- 
yDethoxy] phenyl )ethanol (1.6g, Reference Example 18) in dry 
dichloromethane (30ml) during 30 minutes. Stirring was 
continued at -65°C for 15 minutes, and then the mixture was 
treated dropwise with triethylamine (2.55ml). After 15 
minutes, the reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room 
temperature and stirring was continued for 1 hour. The mixture 
was treated with water and then extracted three times with 
dichloromethane (100ml). The combined extracts were dried over 
magnesium sulphate and then evaporated. The residue was 
subjected to flash column chromatography on silica gel, eluting 
with ethyl acetate. The resulting white solid was subjected to 
reverse phase high pressure liquid chromatography (Pynamax-60A 
Ci8 column), eluting with a mixture of methanol and water (7:3, 
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▼/v), affording the title compound (0.16g) as a white solid, 
m.p. 135-136°C. [Elemental analysis:- C59.5; H,4.3; N,6.4%. 
Calculated for C 2 iH 18 Cl 2 N 2 O3«0.3H2O:- C59.7; H,4.4; N,6.6%]. 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 1 
(a) (3-5-Pich3orocvridiTi-4-vi>-w-rfi u 0 r 0 f3-^-M- 
ChlProPhenvl ) - 1 . 2 . 4 -oxflrtiagol - S- V l ^ethow) -4 - 
methoxvphenvl imethvi ft]1 j nf 
A stirred solution of 5- [ (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4- 
ylimino)fluoromethyl]-2-methoxyphenol (0.67g # Reference Example 
2), 3-(4-chlorophenyl)-5-hydroxymethyl-l,2 # 4-oxadiazole [0.45g, 
Reference Example 4(a)] and triphenylphosphine (0.67g) in dry 
tetrahydrofuran (50ml) was treated dropwise with a solution of 
diisopropylazodicarboxylate (0.46ml) in dry tetrahydrofuran 
(15ml) over 1 hour. After stirring at ambient temperature for 
3. hours the reaction mixture was heated to reflux and then 
triphenyl phosphine (0.67g) was added. The mixture was then 
treated dropwise with a solution of diisopropylazodicarboxylate 
(0.46ml) in dry tetrahydrofuran (15ml) over 2 hours. After 
heating at reflux for 3.5 hours the reaction mixture was left 
at ambient temperature for 3 days and then evaporated. The 
residual solid was triturated with methanol affording the title 
compound (0.47g) as a colourless solid. The methanol soluble 
material was subjected to flash chromatography on silica 
eluting with ethyl acetate to give a further quantity of the 

title sofflgaaad (O.ieg). 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using 5-hydroxymethyl-3-methyl-l,2,4-oxadiazole 
[Reference Example 4(b)] there was prepared 
(a-S-dichlorgpyricjln^-vij-N-rfluoroM-inAh h oxv-^-^-^wi- 

X.2.4-gyafl i azol-5-YlmethoxY)i>henvl)methvlenelarn-{n < » as an orange 
oil. 
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(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using 4- (2-hydroxyethyl) pyridine there was prepared 
»i5-flirhlTT^1fl1n^-Yl)-H-rflTinrn-f4- M rhr^^wo- r ^ 1fl1|l - 1 . 

Ylethoyy} phenyl imprhYl eaej aai nr as a yellow oil, which 

solidified on standing. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using 2- (4-methyl-thiazol-5-yl)ethanol there was 
prepared ^.S-dirTnornPYr^in^-vD-N-rfi^-f^- ^^.^,,. 
(4-methyJtTi1^Ql-^vi)f>fhnrv)nhon Vl ^ Qrr , YlfTi r 1nmlT ir as a white 

crystalline solid, m.p. 122-123°C. [Elemental analysis:- 

C,52.2; H,3.6; N,9.4%; Calculated:- C,51.8; H,3.7; N,9.5%]. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using 2- (2-thienyl) ethanol there was prepared (3.5- 

d i ch l QrmTYri,din-4-vi>-w-ffi,^-^-^ how .,. f? . rTl1rn _ ? . 
Y l ethpavT Phenyl Imfthvlenei ami np as a white solid, m.p.94-95° c . 
[Elemental analysis:- C53.5; H,3.6; N,6.5, S,7.7%. 
Calculated:- C,53.7; H,3.55; N,6.6; S,7.5%]. 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using benzyl alcohol there was prepared 

( 3 , eh 1 prppyr i rtin-4-vl) -w- r f 1 uoro - < t -m 0f > T — ? _ 
(ben?YJOTY) phenyl ) -methvl»nAi p n ,^ as a ye i low solid , m .p. 94 . 
95°C. 



(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using .4 -phenyl -1-butanol there was prepared 
(3.5-di r hinrgpvr1<l1n-4-Yl)-w-rf)iToro-f4-m^ho yy - VM - 
Pheny l putoyv) phenyl ^thvi™^™^* as a tnick yellow oil> 

(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using 3-pyridinepropanol there was prepared 
(3.5-dicMnropvri<HTi-4-v^-K-rfi uoro -M-Tno n h Q3 cv-?-f r^-pvr^^- 
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as an orange coloured 

solid. 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
1(a) but using 2-benzyloxyethanol there was prepared 
(3,5-dich1oropvrifliTi-4-vn-M-rf 1 u 0ro -u- m ^h OX v-^-f9- 
tenzv l PXVfithoxvlnhPnvl) - m pth v i f r r ] p r1 r f as a colourless solid. 

(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
Ka) but using 1-piperidine ethanol there was prepared 
(3 . 5-dich3orPPYridin-4-vi \ -k- rf i» o ro - (4.^^.^.,;. M . 
P i Per l fl i Tivl ) ethoxv) phenyl ) h v i ene 1 anH n, as a yellow oil. 
[Elemental analysis:- C.56.52; H.5.31; N,9.71%. Calculated for 
c 20 H 22Cl2FN3O2'- C,56.34; H,5.20; N,9.86%]. 



REFERENCE EXAMPLE 3 
5- f (3. 5-PlChlgrffPYridin-4-v1 iTnino)flnni-nn < e thvn-2- me th 03 nmh < »no1 
A stirred suspension of N- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -3-hydroxy- 
4-methoxybenzamide (1.6g, Reference Example 3) in dry 
dichloromethane (100ml), under nitrogen, was treated with 
diethylaminosulphur trifluoride (2ml). The mixture was left to 
Btand at ambient temperature overnight, then was washed twice 
with water (50ml), then washed with brine (50ml), then dried 
over magnesium sulphate, and then evaporated. The residue was 
triturated with ethyl acetate, to give the titlP. compound as a 
pale yellow solid (0.95g), m.p. 163-165°C. 

REFERENCE EXAMPT.P "3 
H= (3 , 5-Plch3,QrpPYTlH1n-4-vl ) -3-hvdrow-4-,ngh n oX vb e n gaw Hrto 
A mixture of aluminium chloride (12.5g) and dry dichloromethane 

(150ml), under nitrogen, was stirred vigorously for 2 hours, 
then treated dropwise with a solution of 3-cyclopentyloxy-N- 

(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxybenzamide (5.0g, prepared 
as described in the specification of International Patent 
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Application Publication No. WO 92/12961) in dry dichloromethane 
(60ml). The mixture was stirred at ambient temperature for 2 
hours, then treated cautiously with water (12ml) and then 
stirred for a further period of 0.5 hours. The resulting solid 
was triturated five times with ethyl acetate (500ml), with 
stirring for 0.5 hours each time. The combined ethyl acetate 
solutions were evaporated to give the .title ssmpounfl (3.05g) as 
a buff solid. 



REFERENCE example; 4 

A mixture of 5-acetoxymethyl-3- (4-chlorophenyl) -1,2,4- 
oxadiazole [2.6g, Reference Example 5(a)], aqueous potassium 
carbonate (1.41g in 20ml water) and methanol (180ml) was 
stirred at ambient temperature for 1.25 hours. The reaction 
mixture was evaporated. The residue was treated with water. 
The insoluble material was dried and recrystallised from 
cyclohexane affording the titlfl grmyomA (lg) as colourless 
needles, m.p. 94-97°C. 



(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
4(a) but using 5-acetoxymethyl-3-jnethyl-l,2,4-oxadiazole 
(Reference Example 5(i)) there was prepared 

methvl-1 as a white solid. 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
4(a) but using 5-acetoxymethyl-3-(pyridin-2-yl)-l,2,4- 
oxadiazole [Reference Example 5(b)] there was prepared 
5-hYdrgxyfffithYl-3-(rYrl'din-2-v1 )-1 .2.4-nir^^^^ as cream 
coloured crystals, m.p. 143-145°C. 



(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
4(a) but using 5-acetoxymethyl-3- (2-thienyl) -1, 2,4-oxadiazole 
[Reference Example 5(h)] there was prepared S-hvdrnr^oh^^. 
(2-thienvn-i.2. < d-n ya fl< a ^f^ 

as a brown semi-solid. 
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(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
4(a) but using 5-acetoxymethyl-2-(4-chlorophenyl)-l,3,4- 
oxadiazole [Reference Example 32] there was prepared 

5 S-hYflrpyvmethVl-?- (4-chloroDhenvl) -1. 3 . 4 -oxadia2ole as a brown 
. semi-solid. 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
4(a) but using 5-acetoxymethyl-3- (4-methoxyphenyl )- 1,2,4 - 

10 oxadiazole [Reference Example 5(j)] there was prepared 

5-hvflroreinethYl-3- (4-methoxvt)henvl )■! . 2 . 4-oxadiazole which was 
recrystallised from methanol as cream coloured crystals, m.p. 
154-156°C. 

15 REFERENCE EXAMPLE 5 

(a) tQxymethYl- 3 - ( 4 -chlorophenvl 1-1.2. 4 - oxadiazole 
A stirred solution of 4-chlorophenylamidoxime (4.5g) in 
pyridine (20ml), tinder nitrogen, was treated dropwise with 
acetoxyacetyl chloride (6ml) with ice-water cooling to maintain 

20 the reaction temperature below 25°C. The mixture was heated at 
90°C for 2 hours then evaporated. The black oily residue was 
treated portionwise with diethyl ether (200ml), The combined 
extracts were dried over magnesium sulphate and charcoal, and 
then evaporated. The residual yellow oil was filtered through 

25 a pad of silica eluting with dichloromethane. Evaporation of 
the filtrate gave the title cnmnnund (5.12g) as a colourless 
solid, m.p. 55-59°C. 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 5(a) 
30 but using pyridin-2-ylamidoxime there was prepared 

5-acetoxvmethvl-3- (pvridin-2-vl ) -l . 2 , 4 -oxaaiazole as a yellow 
oil. 
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(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 5(a) 
but using 3- (5-methoxycarbonyl-2-methoxyphenyl)propionyl 
chloride [Reference Example 7(h)] there was prepared methvl 
3"(2-r3"(4-chlorophenvl)-l,2.4-oxadia 2 ol-5-vnethvl>-4> 

5 methoxvbenzoate as an orange coloured oily solid. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 5(a) 
but using 5-methoxycarbonyl-2-methoxybenzoyl chloride 
[Reference Example 7(i)] there was prepared methvl 3- T3- (4- 

10 ChlorPPhenvl) -1, 3,4 -oxadiazol-5-vll -4 -methoxvbenzoate as a 
cream coloured solid. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
5(a) but using 4-methoxyphenyl amidoxime and 5-methoxycarbonyl- 

15 2-methoxybenzoyl chloride [Reference Example 7(i)] there was 

prepared methvl 3-T3- (4-methoxvphenvl M.2 .4- Q x adia Z Ql-5>vl1 -4- 
methoxvbenzoate recrystallised from methanol as a white solid 
m.p. 184-185°C. [Elemental analysis:- C, 63.64; H,4.73; 
N,8.27%. Calculated:- C, 63.52; H,4.74; N,8.23%]. 

20 

(f ) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
5(a) but using benzamidoxime and 5-methoxycarbonyl-2- 
methoxybenzoyl chloride [Reference Example 7(i)] there was 
prepared methvl 3- (3-Phenvl-l, 2,4-oxadiazol-5-vl) -4- 

25 methoxvbenzoate as a white solid, m.p. 178-180°C. 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
5(a) but using pyridin-2-ylamidoxime and 5-methoxycarbonyl-2- 
methoxybenzoyl chloride [Reference Example 7(i)] there was 

30 prepared methvl 3-f3-( pvridin- 2 -vl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadi a Z ol-5-vn-4- 
methoxvbenzoate as a brown solid, m.p. 203-204°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C, 61.35; H,4.08; N,13.28%. Calculated:- C, 61.73; 
H,4.21; N.13.50%]. 
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(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
5(a) but using 2-thienylamidoxime [Reference Example 6(a)] 
there was prepared 5-acetoxvmethvl-3- f 2-Hiienvi 
QZaflifligfllfi as an orange oil. 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
5(a) but using methylamidoxime [Reference Example 6(b)] there 
was prepared 5>scetQXvmethvl-3-mer.hvl>l , 2 l Az£XZ&iZZ2l f as a 
white oily solid. 

(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
5(a) but using 4-methoxyphenylamidoxime [Reference Example 
6(c)] there was prepared 5-acetoxvmethvl-3- M -methoxynhemvi \ - 
1.2.4-oxadiazolg as a white oily solid. 



REFERENCE EXAMPT/E 

(a) 2-Thienvlamido*im<* 

A stirred mixture of 2-thiophenecarbonitrile (lOg) and 
hydroxyl amine hydrochloride (7.7) in ethanol (300ml) was 
treated with sodium hydroxide (4.2g) in water (78ml) and the 
mixture was then heated at reflux for 6 hours. After standing 
at ambient temperature for 2 days then ref luxing for a further 
6 hours the reaction mixture was evaporated. The reBidual 
cream solid was treated with water (200ml) and the mixture 
extracted with a mixture of dichloromethane and ethyl acetate 
(250ml, 4;1, v/v) then twice with ethyl acetate (100ml and 
50ml). The combined extracts were dried over magnesium 
sulphate then evaporated to give the title rnmnn^H (12.1g) as 
a cream coloured solid which was used without further 
purification. 



(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
6(a) but using acetonitrile there was prepared mettoimaa&jJBS 
as a white oily solid. 
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(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
6(a) but using 4-methoxybenzonitrile there was prepared 4- 
methoxvphenvlamiaoxime as a white solid. 

5 REFERENCE EXAMPLE 7 

(a) 3- f 3- f 4-ChlorPPhenvl ) -1. 2 . 4-oxadiazol-';- v l m ethoxv1 -4- 
methoxvbenzovl nhlnHflo 

A suspension of 3- [3- (4-chlorophenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
ylmethoxy]-4-methoxybenzoic acid [0.92g, Reference Example 

10 8(a)] in dichloromethane (50ml) was treated dropwiBe with 
oxalyl chloride (0.24ml). The yellow solution was stirred 
under nitrogen for 1.5 hours and then evaporated. Dry 
dichloromethane was added to the residue and then the mixture 
was evaporated affording the title comnonnrf (0.96g) as a yellow 

15 solid. 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 3-{2- [3- (4-chlorophenyl-l, 2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
yl]ethyl}-4-methoxybenzoic acid [Reference Example 1Kb)] and 

20 adding 1 drop of dimethyl formamide to the reaction mixture, 
there was prepared 3-f 2- T3 - (4-chlorophenvl) -1 , 2 . 4-o xadiazol 
Yl 1 ethyl ) -4-methoxvbenzovl chlori rt* as a yellow solid; 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 

25 7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3-yl)ethoxy] benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 8(c)] there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- T2- 
(pvridin-3-vl)ethoxvl benzoyl ehinHda as a pale yellow solid. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 

30 7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl)ethoxy] benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 8(d)], and adding 3 drops of 
dimethylformamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 
4-methoxv-3- T2- (pvridin-2-vl)etho*v1 benzoyl chloride as a pale 
yellow solid. 



35 
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(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-difluoromethoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yDethoxy] benzoic acid [Reference Example 8(e)] there was 
prepared &=flii luoromethoxv-3- \7- ( P vrirtiT,-2-vi) athnrvi^.ny] 
Chloride as a pale brown Bolid. 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (2-phenyl-ethoxy)benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 8(f)] there was prepared 4-methnw-?- f 
Phenvlethoxv) benzoyl chloric as a yellow solid. 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-dif luoromethoxy-3- (2-phenylethoxy) benzoic acid 
[0.6g r Reference Example 8(g)], and adding 1 drop of dimethyl 
formamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 

4- fl l f l uoromethoxY-V (2-phenvl ethmru^^ zovi nhl rio as a pale 
yellow oil. 

(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 3- (5-methoxycarbonyl-2-methoxyphehyl)propionic 
acid [Reference Example 19(a)] and adding 1 drop of dimethyl 
formamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 

3- (5-Hlfit,llOXYcarbnnYl-2-methoxvpheTi V i )nr 0D i 0n vi r-h"^^^ as a 
pale yellow oily solid; 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 2-methoxy-5-methoxycarbonylbenzoic acid 
[Reference Example 8(h)] and adding 1 drop of dimethyl 
formamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 

5- methPXYcarbonvl -2-methoxvbenzovi nhi ™h as a pale yencw 
solid. 

(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
7(a) but using 5-methoxy-4-(2-[4-methoxyphenyl)ethoxy)pyridine- 
2-carboxylic acid [Reference Example 11(e)] there was prepared 
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5 - ( 2 - r 4 -methoxvphenvl 1 etho:re) p y ridine- 2 -carbon vl 

chloride- 

(k) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
5 7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- ( 2 -phenylethyl) benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 19(c)], and adding 2 drops of 
dimethylformamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 
4-meth0XV-3- ( 2 -phenyl ethvl) benzoyl chloride . 

10 

(1) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (2-phenylethynyl) benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 8(j)], and adding 2 drops of 
dimethylformamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 
15 4-methoyv-3 - (2-phenvlethvnvDbenznvi c hloride . 

(m) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (phenoxymethyl) benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 11(h)] there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- 
20 (phenoxvmethvl) benzoyl chloride. 

(n) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- ( 4 -methoxyphenyl) benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 25(e)], and adding 3 drops of 
25 dimethylformamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 
4-methoxv-3- (4-methoxvphenvl) benzoyl chloride. 

(o) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (benzyl thiomethyl) benzoic acid 
30 [Reference Example 12(f)], and adding 1 drop of 

dimethylformamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 
4-methoxv-3- (benzvlthiomethvl) benzoyl chloride. 

(p) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
35 7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (benzyloxymethyl) benzoic acid 
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[Reference Example 11 (i)], and adding 1 drop of 

dimethyl formamide to the reaction mixture, there was prepared 

4- fflethQyy-3- (benzvloxvmethvl ) benzoyl rhinri^ ft as colourless 
crystals. 

5 

(r) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3-[3-(2-thienyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
yllmethoxybenzoic acid [Reference Example 8(k)J, and adding 2 
drops of dimethyl formamide to the reaction mixture, there was 
10 prepared 4-metfroxv-3- f3- (2-thienvl ) -l . 2 .4- oxadiazoi -s- 
vllmethoxyhenzovl chln-r-ido 

(s) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (4-chlorophenyl) -1, 3, 4-oxadiazol- 
15 5-yl]methoxybenzoic acid [Reference Example 8(1)1, and adding 2 
drops of dimethylformamide to the reaction mixture, there was 
prepared 4-methoxv-3- f2- (4-chior OP hgn V i m, . 3 . 4-™c**i»*m -«;_ 
Vllmethoxvbenzovl ehlcwHdft as a yellow solid. 

20 (t) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
7(a) but UBing 4-methoxy-3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -1, 2, 4- 
oxadiazol-5-yl]methoxybenzoic acid [Reference Example 8(m)J, 
and adding 2 drops of dimethylformamide to the reaction 
mixture, there was prepared 4-metho*v -3- n- f 4-methoxvnhf.nvi i - 

25 1.2.4 -oxadiazol - 5-vl 1 methoxvbenzovi chloride aB a yellow solid. 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE fl 
(a) 3 - f 3 - ( 4 -Chlgypphenvl ) - 1 . 2 . 4 -oxadiazol - 5 -vlmpnhnrvl -A- 
methoxvbenzoie acid 
30 A stirred suspension of 3- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -1,2, 4-oxadiazol- 

5- ylmethoxyJ-4-methoxybenzaldehyde [1.45g, Reference Example 
9(a)] and sulphamic acid (0.86g) in glacial acetic acid (15ml) 
was treated dropwise with a solution of sodium chlorite (0.76g) 
in water (15ml). The reaction mixture was stirred at ambient 

35 temperature for 1 hour then diluted with ice-water. The 
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insoluble material was washed with water and then dried 
affording the title compound (l.Og) as a colourless solid, m.p. 
210-215°C with decomposition. 

5 (b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 

8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-2-yl) -1, 2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
ylmethoxy]benzaldehyde [Reference Example 9(b)] there was 
prepared 4-methoxv-3- T3- (pvridin-2-vl ) -l. 2 , 4-oxad iazol-5- 
vlmethoxvl benzoic acid as a white solid. 

10 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3-yl) ethoxylbenzaldehyde 
[Reference Example 9(c)] there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- f2- 
(PYridin- 3 -vDethoxvl benzoic acid as a white solid, m.p. 189°C. 

15 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl)ethoxy]benzaldehyde 
[Reference Example 9(d)] there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- T2- 
(pvridin- 2 -vDethoxvl benzoic acid as an off-white solid. 

20 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 8(a) 
but using but using 4-dif luoromethoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yl)ethoxy]benzaldehyde [Reference Example 9(e)] there was 
prepared 4-dif luoromethoxv-3- T2- (pvri din-2-vl)ethoxv1 benzoic 

25 acid as an off-white solid. 

(f ) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (2-phenyl-ethoxy)benzaldehyde 
[Reference Example 10(a)] there was prepared 4 -methoxv- 3 - ( 2 - 

30 Phenvlethoxv) benzoic acid as a cream solid. 

(g) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-dif luoromethoxy-3- ( 2-phenylethoxy) benzaldehyde 
[Reference Example 10(b)] there was prepared 4-dif luoromethoxv- 

35 3-(2-phenvlethoxv)benzoic acid as colourless crystals. 



WO 97/03967 



PCT/GB96/01746 



- 114 - 



10 



15 
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30 



(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 2-methoxy-5-methoxycarbonyl-benzaldehyde there 
was prepared 2-metbQXY-S-methoxvcarbonvibPn^n^ fr1fl| 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 

yl)ethynyl]benzaldehyde [Reference Example 23(a)] there was 
Prepared 4-ffiethgyY-Vr2-(Pvridin-?-vl)^h V n v1 iH o n ZO jr add 
which was recrystallised from methanol as a white crystalline 
solid, m.p. 228-229°C. [Elemental analysis:- C71.06; H,4.40; 
N,5.51% Calculated for C^HuMC^:- C,71.14; H,4.38; N,5.53%). 

(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (2-phenylethynyl)benzaldehyde 
[Reference Example 23(b)] there was prepared 4-methow^- 1 •>- 
Pheny l ethynyn ben 7i«7if7 flrjfl which was recrystallised from 
acetonitrile as a white crystalline solid, m.p. 221-223°C. 
[Elemental analysis:- C75.96; H.4.81% Calculated for 
Ci6H 12 0 3 :- C76.18; H,4.79%]. 



(k) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [3- (2-thienyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
yljmethoxybenzaldehyde [Reference Example 9(g) J there was 
25 prepared 4-m e thgXV-3- (3- (2-f.hi envl) -l . 1 . -■>- 
Ynmet.hoyY&enzgjn nrlfl as a white solid, m.p. 181-183°C. 



(1) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (4-chlorophenyl)-l,3,4-oxadiazol- 
5-yl]methoxybenzaldehyde [Reference Example 9(h)] there was 
prepared 4-methOXY- V (2- M-chlorophemri ui. i ,»m 
Yllmethoxvbengniff arjfl as a white Bolid, m.p. 251-253°C. 
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(m) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
8(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -1,2,4- 
oxadiazol-5-yl]methoxybenzaldehyde [Reference Example 9(i)] 
there was prepared 4 -methoxv- 3 - [ 3 - ( 4 -me thoxvphenvl ) - 1 . 2 . 4 - 
oxadiazol-5-vllmethowbengoin arjfl as a white solid, m.p. 159- 
165°C. 

REFERENCE ESftEPLE 9 

(a) 3 - F 3 - ( 4 -Chlorophenvl ) - 1 . 2 . 4 -oxadiazol - 5-vlmethoxvl -4 - 
methoxvbenzaldehvde 

A stirred mixture of 3-hydroxy-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (0.69g), 
triphenylphosphine (1.79g) and 3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- 
hydroxymethyl-l,2,4-oxadiazole [1.2g, Reference Example 4(a)] 
in dry tetrahydrofuran (30ml), under nitrogen, was treated 
dropwise with a solution of diisopropylazodicarboxylate 
(1.23ml) in dry tetrahydrofuran (30ml) over 1 hour. The 
reaction mixture was refluxed for 3 hours, then left standing 
at ambient temperature for 18 hours, then evaporated. The 
residue was recrystallised from methanol to give the title 
Compound (1.45g) as colourless crystals, m.p. 125-129°C. 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
9(a) but using 5-hydroxymethyl-3- (pyridin-2-yl) -1, 2, 4- 
oxadiazole [Reference Example 4(c)] there was prepared 

25 4 -methoxv- 3- T3- fpvridin-2-vl ) -1 , 2 . 4-oxadiazol-5- 
vlmethoxvlbenz aldehyde as colourless crystals. 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
9(a) but using 3- (2 -hydroxyethyl) pyridine there was prepared 

30 4-methoxv-3-r2-(pvridin-3-vl)ethoxv1 -benzaldehvde as a yellow 
oil. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
9(a) but using 2- (2 -hydroxyethyl) pyridine there was prepared 
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4 -methQXY- 3-T2- ( uvr idin- 2 - vl ) f> thoxvl -benzaldehvd* as a pale 
yellow oil. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 9(a) 
5 but using 4-dif luoromethoxy-3-hydroxybenzaldehyde and 2-(2- 
hydroxyethyl ) -pyridine there was prepared 4 -di f luoromethoyv- 3 - 
[ 2 = ( PVT idin- 2 - vl ) e thoxvl benzaldehvde as a pale brown oil. 

(S) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 9(a) 
10 but using 5-hydroxymethyl-3- (2-thienyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazole 

(Reference Example 4(d)) there was prepared 4 -methow- 3- T3- f 2- 
thienvl ) -1 . 2 , 4-Qxafliazol-5-vl1metho*vb e n z aldehvde as a cream 
coloured solid, m.p. 93-97°C. 

15 (h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 9(a) 
but using 5-hydroxymethyl-2- (4-chlorophenyl) -1, 3,4-oxadiazole 
(Reference Example 4(e)) there was prepared 4-metho3rv-3- r2-f4- 
ChlQrQPhftnvl ) -1 ■ 3 ■ 4-QXadiazol-5-vl1methoxvbenzaldgh v d* as a 
white solid, m.p. 155-157°C. 

20 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 9(a) 
but using 5-hydroxymethyl-3-(4-methoxyphenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazole 

(Reference Example 4(f)) there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- T3- (A- 
methQXYPhenvl )-1.2, 4-oxadiazol-5-vl1methoxvbeng a ldehv^ as a 
25 cream solid, m.p. 195-198°C. 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 10 

(a) 4-MethQXY-3-(2-Phenvlethoxv)benzaldehvd e 

A mixture of 3-hydroxy-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (6g) and potassium 
30 carbonate (9.42g) in ethanol (40ml) was stirred at 60°C, for 
0.5 hours, then it was treated dropwise with 

( 2 -bromoethyl) benzene (ll.llg) during 40 minutes. The reaction 
mixture was stirred for 3.5 hours at 60°C, then it was heated 
at reflux overnight. The reaction mixture was cooled and then 
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10 



evaporated, and the residue was partitioned between water 
(40ml) and dichloromethane (40ml). The organic phase was dried 
over magneBium sulphate and then concentrated. The resulting 
residue was dissolved in diethyl ether. The solution was 
washed with aqueous sodium hydroxide solution and then with 
water, then dried over magnesium sulphate and then evaporated 
to give the title compound (9.25g) as a yellow oil. 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to reference Example 
10(a) but using 4-dif luoromethoxy-3-hydroxy-benzaldehyde there 
was prepared 4-fl j f luorpnPthoxv-3- (2-nhenvlethnr^ b enzaldPhvrtA 
as -colourless crystals. 

REFERENCE E XAMPLE 11 
15 < a > 4- f3- M-CMorophenyl } -i , 2 , ^-oxartiazol-g-vli n ethoicvl -5- 
methOXVPVTidine-2-rarboxvlir ari^ 
A mixture of methyl 4- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
ylmethoxy]-S-methoxypyridine-2-carboxylate [4.5g, Reference 
Example 13(a)] and aqueous potassium carbonate solution (1.82g 
in 50ml water) in methanol (200ml) was heated at reflux for 3.5 
hourB. The reaction mixture was partially evaporated to 
remove about 50ml of methanol then the thick suspension was 
treated with hydrochloric acid to adjust the pH of the mixture 
to between 1 and 2. The mixture was allowed to stand at ambient 
temperature for 18 hours, then cooled, then filtered. The solid 
was dried at 80°C under vacuum affording the title saaaguafl 
(2.19g) as colourless crystals. 



20 



25 



30 



(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 3- (2- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -1,2, 4- 
oxadiazol-5-yl) ethyl )-4-methdxybenzoate [Reference Example 
5(c)] there was prepared 3-12- T3- U-chlorophPn vi-i.2.4- 

qxadiaZOl-5-vnethvl >-4-m e thn y y ben ZO ir ar.iri . 
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(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-3- 
yl]ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylate [7.54g, Reference Example 
13 (b) ] there was prepared 5-methow-4- (2- rnvridin-3- 
Ynethoxv)pvridinft-2-carhr>vYlig acid as a colourless solid. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 5-methoxy-4- (2- [pyridin-2- 
yl]ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylate [Reference Example 13(c)] 
there was prepared 5>meth Q ^v-4-f2-fnvr^^, ? - 

Yl 1 ethQXY) pyridine- 2 -carboxvi ±n an\^ a s a colourless solid. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 5-methoxy-4- (2- [4-methoxy- 
phenyl]ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxylate [8.66g, Reference Example 
13(d)], there was prepared 5-methoyv>4-(2- 

aethPXYPhftnYnethOXY)PYridine-2-carboic V li G acid as a colourless 
solid. 

(f) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- [3- <pyridin-4- 
yl)propyloxy]benzoate [Reference Example 21(a)] there was 
prepared 4-Pethoxv-3- f 3- (Dvridin>4-vnnr OP vl Q yv1hP n 2Q i C aeid 
which waB recrystallised from methanol as colourless crystals, 
m.p. 166-167°C. [Elemental analysis:- C, 66.61; H,5.97; N,4.75%. 
Calculated for C 16 H 17 N0 4 :- C66.88; H,5.97; N,4.87%]. 

(9) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-3- 
YDpropyloxyJbenzoate [Reference Example 21(b)] there was 
prepared 4 -method- 3- f 3- (PYridin-3-vl)pro P vl Q wi he roic arid 
which was recrystallised from methanol as colourless crystals, 
m.p. 166-167°C. [Elemental analysis:- C, 66.81; H,6.01; N,5.13%. 
Calculated for C 16 H 17 N0 4 :- C66.88; H,5.97; N,4.87%]. 
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(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- (phenoxymethyl)benzoate 
[Reference Example 21(c)] there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- 
(Dhenoxvmethvl)benznie ar-lri as a yellow oil. 

(i) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- (benzyloxymethyl)benzoate 
[Reference Example 30] there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- 

10 (benzvloxvmethvl) benzoic acid which was recrystallised from 
acetonitrile as colourless crystals. 

(j) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-2- 
15 yloxymethyl)benzoate [Reference Example 21(d)] there was 

prepared 4-ttethoxv-3- (t>vridin-2-vloxv methvl)benzoic acid as a 
colourless solid. 

(k) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
20 11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-2- 

ylmethoxy)benzoate [Reference Example 21(e)] there was prepared 
4-methOXY-3- (Pvridin-2-vlmethoxv ) benzoic acid as a colourless 
solid, m.p. 215°C. 

25 (1) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-3- 

ylmethoxy)benzoate [Reference Example 21(f)] there was prepared 
4-methoxv-3- (pvridin- 3 -vlmethoxv) ben zoic acid as a colourless 
solid, m.p. 198°C. 

30 

(m) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
11(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-4- 

ylmethoxy)benzoate [Reference Example 21(g)] there was prepared 
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4- methPXY-3- (Pvridin-4-vlmethoxv) be nzoic acid as a pale yellow 
solid, m.p. 201°C. 

(n) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
5 11(a) but using methyl 4-methyl-3- (pyridin-2-ylethoxy)benzoate 
[Reference Example 21(h)] there was prepared 4-methvl-3- 
(PVrldin-2-vlethoxv)benzoic acid as a pale yellow solid, sup. 
185°C. 

!0 REFERENCE EXAMPLE 12 

(a) 3-T3-( 4 -Chlorophenvl ) - 1 . 2 , 4 -o* adi azol - 5 - vll -4 - 
methoxvbenzoic ariH 

A solution of methyl 3- [3- (4-chlorophenyl)-l, 2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
yl]-4-methoxybenzoate [4.6g, Reference Example 5(d)] and 

15 potassium hydroxide (3.3g) in a mixture of methanol (200ml), 
water (100ml) and tetrahydrofuran (100ml) was refluxed for 7 
hours then allowed to stand at ambient temperature for 3 days. 
The reaction mixture was evaporated. The residue was 
partitioned between water (300ml) and ethyl acetate (300ml). 

20 The aqueous phase was acidified by addition of IN hydrochloric 
acid. The resulting solid was dried affording the title 
compound as a white solid. 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 

25 12(a) but using methyl 3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) -1, 2,4-oxadiazol- 

5- yl]-4-methoxybenzoate [Reference Example 5(e)] there was 
prepared 3 - T 3 - ( 4 -methoxvphenvl )-1.2. 4 -o*adiazol 
methPrrbgn ? Qi g acifl as a white solid m.p. 278-279°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C, 62.57; H,4.16; N,8.44%. Calculated:- C, 62.58; 

30 H,4.32; N,8.58%]; 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
12(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3-(3-phenyl-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5- 
yl)-benzoate [Reference Example 5(f)] there was prepared 
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4-methpre-3-(3-phfinvW aB a 

white solid m.p. 270-271°c. [Elemental analysis:- C64.88; 
H,3.94; N,9.48%. Calculated:- C,64.87; H,4.08; N,9.45%]; 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
12(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- (3- (pyridin-2-yl)-l,2,4- 
oxadiazol-5-yl)-benzoate [Reference Example 5(g)] there was 
prepared 4-aethmnr-V r3MpyrirtiTi-2-vl)-1.2.4- 0 xadia g oi -s-vi L= 
benzoic acid as a brown solid. 



(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
12(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3- [2- (4- 

methoxyphenyl)ethenyl]benzoate [Reference Example 22] there was 
prepared 4-fflethPXy-3- Liz (4-mefhoxvphenvl ) ftthenvl 1 fafiMflj CL-SSid 
15 as a white solid. 

(f ) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
12(a) but using methyl 4-methoxy-3-benzylthiomethylbenzoate 
[Reference Example 26] there was prepared 4-methoyv-3- 

20 benzvlthiomethvlbenzoig aeid as an off-white solid, m.p. 182- 
184°C. 



REFERENC E EXAMPLE 13 
25 (a) Methyl 4-r3-(4-cMQroffhenvl)-l,2,4-oxadi M m-^ 
ylmethoxv1-5-methoxvpvridin e >2 -carb Q3 rvl a i. e 
A stirred mixture of methyl 5-methoxy-4-pyridone-2-carboxylate 
(4.35g, prepared as described in WO 95/04045), 
triphenylphosphine (7.47g) and 3- (4-chlorophenyl) -5- 
30 hydroxymethyl-l,2,4-oxadiazole [5g, Reference Example 4(a)] in 
dry tetrahydrqfuran (300ml), under nitrogen and at 60°C, was 
treated dropwise with a solution of diisopropylazodicarboxylate 
(5.14ml) in dry tetrahydrofuran (30ml) over 3.5 hours. The 
mixture was ref luxed for 3 hours then left standing at ambient 
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temperature for 18 hours. The reaction mixture was evaporated. 
The residue was triturated with methanol to give the title 
ggmpgttnfl (4.5g) as colourless crystals, m.p. 170-172°C. 

5 (b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
13(a) but using 3- ( 2 -hydroxyethyl) pyridine there was prepared 
mtlXYl 5-^t^yY-4-(2-rPVridin-3-vl1ethQ3cv)nv r idjTiP-^^ 
carfrQ^Ylate as an oil, which was used without further 
purification* 

10 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
13(a) but using 2- ( 2 -hydroxyethyl) pyridine there was prepared 

CarbPKYlatfi as an orange oil, which was used without further 
15 purification. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
13(a) but uBing 4-methoxyphenethyl alcohol there was prepared 
methYl 5-PftthOTY-4- (2- r4-methoxvphenvll ethoxv) -T3v^iding-2- 

20 carbOXYlate as a crude pale yellow solid, which was used 
without further purification. 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 14 
H-(3.5-Pichloro-l-oxido-4-pvridiTiio) a cetamid e 

25 A stirred mixture of peracetic acid (50ml) and hydrogen 

peroxide (5ml, 30% w/w solution in water), at 55-60°C, was 
treated portion-wise with N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) acetamide 
(20.88g, Reference Example 15). The resulting solution was 
stirred at 55-60°C for a further 2 hours then allowed to cool 

30 to room temperature. The reaction mixture was added to ice 

(670g) and the mixture basified by treatment with a saturated 
aqueous solution of sodium bicarbonate. After standing at room 
temperature overnight the aqueous phase was separated from the 
insoluble material, and then continuously extracted with ethyl 
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acetate for 1 day. Evaporation of the extract gave the title 
COTtPQUnfl (2.1g) as a white solid, m.p. 220-221°C. [Elemental 
analysis:- C,37.6;H,2.65;N, 12. 5%. Calculated:- C,38.0;H,2.74; 
N, 12.67%]. Further continuous extraction with ethyl acetate 
5 for 5 days gave a further quantity of the title compound 
(17. 6g). 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 
N- ( 3 , 5-Dichloropvridin-4-vl ) acetamidP , 

10 A stirred solution of 4-amino-3, 5-dichloropyridine (10. Og, 
prepared as described in the specification of International 
Patent Application Publication No. WO 92/12961), at 0°C, in dry 
tetrahydrofuran (75ml), under nitrogen, was treated with 
sodium hydride (5.5g, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 

15 138mmoles). After 15 minutes, the mixture was treated dropwise 
with a solution of freshly distilled acetyl chloride (5.35g) in 
dry tetrahydrofuran (10ml) and stirring was continued at 0°C 
for 1 hour. The mixture was allowed to warm to room 
temperature. After standing at room temperature overnight the 

20 mixture was treated with saturated aqueous ammonium chloride 
solution (100ml). The layerB were separated, and the aqueous 
phase was extracted twice with dichloromethane (100ml). The 
combined organic phases were dried over sodium sulphate and 
then evaporated. The residue was triturated with t-butyl methyl 

25 ether and the insoluble material was recrystallised from ethyl 
acetate affording the title compound (7.75g) as an off-white 
solid, m.p. 172°C. 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE lfi 
30 N-Acetvl-N-(3,5-dichloro-l-oxido-4-T)vri dinioW4- 
difluoromethoxv-3-r2-phenvlethoyv1 benzamide 
A stirred solution of N- (3, 5-dichloro-l-oxido-4- 
pyridinio)acetamide (0.43g, Reference Example 14) in dry 
dimethyl formamide (10ml) was treated with sodium hydride 
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(0.078g, 60% dispersion in mineral oil, 2mmoles), under 
nitrogen. After stirring at ambient temperature for 2.5 hours, 
the mixture was cooled, to 10°C, then treated with a solution of 

4-difluoromethoxy-3-(2-phenylethoxy) -benzoyl chloride [0.61g, 
Reference Example 7(g)] in dry dichlorome thane (10ml). 
Stirring was continued at room temperature for 1.5 hours, then 
the reaction mixture was allowed to stand at room temperature 
for three days. The pH of the mixture was adjusted to 1 by 
treatment with concentrated hydrochloric acid. The mixture was 
then evaporated. The residue was dissolved in dichloromethane 
and this solution was washed with water and then evaporated. 
The residue was subjected to flash chromatography on silica 
gel, eluting with ethyl acetate, to give the title compound 
(0.2g) as colourless crystals. 

REFERENCE FYAMpy^ 37 
MethYl 4-methQXV-W2-(Tvirr-i^in-2-v1 l» t ho*v1h«>n»n a «-«» 

A suspension of 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl)ethoxy] benzoic 
acid [2.65g, Reference Example 8(d)] in anhydrous methanol 
(50ml), heated at reflux, was treated dropwise with 
concentrated sulphuric acid (5ml). After 5 hours the reaction 
mixture was cooled to room temperature, then treated with solid 
sodium bicarbonate until the solution was neutral, and then 
evaporated to a small volume. Saturated aqueous sodium 
bicarbonate solution (250ml), water (250ml) and dichloromethane 
(500ml) were added. The organic phase was separated and the 
aqueous phase was then extracted with dichloromethane (250ml). 
The combined organic phases were dried over sodium sulphate, 
and then evaporated. The residue was subjected to flash column 
chromatography on silica gel, eluting initially with mixtures 
of ethyl acetate and pentane (1:1 v/v then 7:3 v/v) . The 
resulting light brown solid was recrystallised from t-butyl 
methyl ether, to give the title compound (0.57g) as a white 
crystalline solid, m.p. 86-88°C [Elemental analysis :- 
C66.4; H,6.0; N,5.0%. Calculated:- C,66.9; H,6.0; N,4.9%]. 
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BEEEEEHgE FXWfrg ifi 
2- f 3 , 5-Pichl oroPYridin-4-vl) -l- f 4-methoxv-3- T2- (pvridin-3- 

Vl ) ethoxvl Phenyl 1 efchanol 
5 A stirred solution of lithium diisopropyl amide (10 xnmoles) in 
dried tetrahydrofuran (25ml), under nitrogen, at -78°C, was 
treated with a solution of 3, 5-dichloro-4-methylpyridine 
(1.47g) in dry tetrahydrofuran (25ml). After 2 hours the 
mixture was treated with a solution of 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin- 

10 3-yl)ethoxy]benzaldehyde [2.33g, Reference Example 9(c)] in dry 
tetrahydrofuran (25ml). Stirring was continued for 2 hours, 
and then the reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room 
temperature. After standing at room temperature overnight, the 
reaction mixture was treated with saturated aqueous ammonium 

15 chloride solution and then extracted three times with 

dichloromethane (150ml). The combined extracts were dried over 
magnesium sulphate and then evaporated. The residual yellow 
oil was subjected to flash column chromatography on silica gel, 
eluting with ethyl acetate, affording the title compound as a 

20 thick yellow oil (1.74g). 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 13 

(a) 3- (5'Methoxvcarbonvl-2-methoxvphenvl) propionic acid 

A mixture of 3- (5-methoxycarbonyl-2-methoxyphenyl)prop-2-enoic 
25 acid [4.72g, Reference Example 20] and 5% palladium on carbon 
(0.5g) was stirred under an atmosphere of hydrogen for one 
hour. The mixture was filtered through Hyflo supercel. The 
filtrate was evaporated affording the title compound (4.05g) as 
a colourless solid. 

30 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
19(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2-yl) ethynyl] benzoic 
acid [Reference Example 8(i)] there was prepared 4 -met how- 3- 
f2- (pvridin-2-vl \ ethvllbenzoic acid, which was recrystallised 

35 from a mixture of acetonitrile and ethanol as a white 
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crystalline solid, m.p. 227-229°C. [Elemental analysis :- 
C70.01; H,5.87; N,5.76%. Calculated for Ci 5 H 15 N0 3 :- C, 70.02; 
H,5.88; N, 5 . 44%] . 

5 (c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
19(a) but using 4-methoxy-3- (2-phenylethynyl) benzoic acid 
[Reference Example 8(j)] there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- (2- 
phenvlethvl) benzoic acid as an off-white solid. 

10 REFEfrEqCE EftAMPfrE 2Q 

3- (5-MethQXVCarbonvl-2-methoxvphenvl)prop-2>enoic acid 
A mixture of 5-methoxycarbonyl-2-methoxybenzaldehyde (6.0g), 
malonic acid (3.81g) and piperidine (0.33ml) in ethanol (200ml) 
was heated at reflux for 2.5 hourB, then allowed to stand at 

15 ambient tempera ture for 18 hours, and then refluxed for a 

further 2.5 hours. Further aliquots of malonic acid (3.81g) 
and piperidine (0.33ml) were added and then refluxing was 
continued for 30 hours. The reaction mixture was evaporated 
and the residue partitioned between ethyl acetate (100ml) and 

20 IN sodium hydroxide (200ml). The aqueous phase was washed with 
ethyl acetate (100ml) then acidified to pH 1 by addition of 
hydrochloric acid. The resulting colourless solid was washed 
with water and dried to give the title compound (4.72g) as 
colourless crystals, m.p. 180-185°C. 

25 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 21 
(a) Methvl 4-methoxv>3- (3-Pvridin-4-vl)propvloxvbenzoafce 
A stirred mixture of methyl 3-hydroxy-4-methoxybenzoate (2g, 
prepared as described in WO 95/04045), triphenylphosphine 
30 (3.45g) and 4-pyridinepropanol (1.42ml) in dry tetrahydrofuran 
(120ml), under nitrogen, was treated dropwise with a solution 
of diisopropylazodicarboxylate (2.38ml) in dry tetrahydrofuran 
(60ml). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 6 
hours then left standing at ambient temperature for 18 hours. 
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The reaction mixture was evaporated to give the title compound 
as an orange solid which was used without further purification. 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
21(a) but using 3-pyridinepropanol there was prepared methvl 
<-methQyy-l- (3-PYTirlin-3-vl)T)ronvir. y vhAnTn a h < » as an orange 
solid, which was used without further purification. 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
21(a) but using phenol there was prepared methvl 4-mgthmrv-^- 
(phenoxvmethvi Ifcenzfla&fl as a colourless oily solid, which was 
used without further purification. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
21(a) but using methyl 3-hydroxymethyl-4-methoxybenzoate and 
2-hydroxypyridine there was prepared methvl 4-methQrv-v 
(PYridip-2-vloxvmethvl^hf.nrna^^ as a yellow oil. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
21(a) but using 2-pyridylcarbinol there was prepared methvl 
4 -methoxy- 3 - ( pvri fl i r\ - 2 -vlmethoxv) benzna t » as a white solid, 
m.p. 76°C. 



(f ) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
25 21(a) but using 3-pyridylcarbinol there was prepared methvl 
^-methgXY-^-fnvridin-S-vlmetheicv^PTi^^tfi 

(ff) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
21(a) but using 4-pyridylcarbinol there was prepared methvl 
30 4 -methoxv- 3 - (pvt idin-4 -vlmethoxv) ben*™ t-o as a brown oil. 



(h) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
21(a) but using methyl 3-hydroxy-4-methylbenzoate (Reference 
Example 34) and 2-hydroxyethylpyridine there was prepared 
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methyl 4-methvl-3- (trvTidin-2-vletho*v)bgn g oatg as a yellow oil, 
m.p. 113°C. 

REFERENCE E&ftMBUB 22 

5 MethYl ^-methQXV-S-f 2- f4-methoxvphanvl)ethenvl)bengftafeft 
A stirred solution of 4-methoxybenzyl triphenylphosphonium 
chloride (3.56g) in dry methanol (350ml), under nitrogen , was 
treated with sodium hydride (0.44g, 50% dispersion in mineral 
oil) over 15 minutes. The mixture was then treated with methyl 

10 3-formyl-4-methoxybenzoate (1.5g) and stirring was continued 

for 1 hour. The reaction mixture was stood at room temperature 
for 3 days then treated with sodium hydride (0.22g), then 
stirred for 8 hours, then treated with 4-methoxybenzyl 
triphenyl phosphonium chloride (0.65g) and then stirred for 18 

15 hours. The mixture was evaporated and the residual brown oil 
was washed with diethyl ether to give the title comnound as a 
rust coloured solid which was used without further 
purification. 

20 REFERENCE EXAMPLE 23 

(a) 4-MgthQXV-3-r2-(pvridin-2-vl)fithvn V 11b e n ga i^h V H^ 
A mixture of 4-methoxy-3-trif lyloxybenz aldehyde (9.2g, 
Reference Example 24), 2-ethynylpyridine (5.1g) 
bis (triphenylphoshine) palladium (II) chloride (1.12g) and 

25 triethylamine (18ml) in dimethyl formamide (90ml) was stirred at 
85-90°C for 18 hours then cooled to room temperature and then 
treated with water (600ml). The pH of the mixture was adjusted 
to 6 by addition of concentrated hydrochloric acid then 
extracted twice with dichloromethane (150ml). The combined 

30 extracts were washed with brine then dried over magnesium 
sulphate and then evaporated. The residual black tar was 
washed twice with diethyl ether (250ml) and the combined 
washings were then evaporated. The residual brown solid was 
triturated with a mixture of ethyl acetate and pentane (1:1, 

35 v/v) to give the title compound as a brown solid. 
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(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
23(a) but using phenylacetylene there was prepared 4-methoxv-3- 
(2-Phenvlethvnvl)benza^df>h Y ^ f which was recrystallised from 
5 cyclohexane as yellow plates, m.p*. 86-87°C. 

REFERENCE EYAMPT.F ? A 

4 -Methoxv- 3 - r.r i f Ivl QyvbenzaldehvdP 

A stirred solution of isovanillin (1.52g) in pyridine (15ml), 
10 under nitrogen, was cooled to -10°C then treated dropwise with 
triflic anhydride (1.68ml) over 85 minutes. The mixture was 
warmed to 0°C over 40 minutes then left at room temperature for 
3 days. The reaction mixture was evaporated and the residue 
was triturated with ethyl acetate. The resulting white solid 
15 was washed with ethyl acetate and the washingB were washed 

twice with brine (30ml) then dried over magnesium sulphate and 
then evaporated. The residual brown syrup was subjected to 
flash chromatography eluting with a mixture of ethyl acetate 
and pentane (1:1, v/v) to give the title compound as a straw 
20 coloured oil. 

REFERENCE EXAMPT r F &g 

(a) 4-Methoxv-3- (2-naphthvl) benzole aeirt 

A stirred solution of 3-bromo-4-methoxybenzoic acid (1.9g) in 

25 dimethyl formamide (40ml) was treated with 

tetrakistriphenylphosphine palladium(O) (0.3g). After stirring 
at room temperature for 15 minutes the mixture was treated with 
naphthalene-2-boronic acid (1.7g) and after stirring for a 
further 15 minuteB the mixture was then treated with a solution 

30 of sodium carbonate (6g) in water (40ml). The mixture was then 
stirred for 1 hour at room temperature then heated at reflux 
for 22 hours. The reaction mixture was cooled then filtered 
and then diluted with water (50ml). The solution was washed 
twice with ethyl acetate (50ml), then the pH was adjusted to 4 
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by addition of dilute hydrochloric acid and then the solution 
was extracted four times with ethyl acetate (150ml). The 
combined extracts were evaporated to give the title compound as 
an off-white solid. 

-■ 

(b) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
25(a) but using benzofuran-2-boronic acid there was prepared 
4-methOXY- 3 - ( 2 -benzof ur anvl ) benzoir ar^H which was 
recrystallised from ethanol as grey coloured crystals, m.p. 
267-268°C. 

(c) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
25(a) but using naphthalene- 1-boronic acid there was prepared 
4-methoxv-3- (l-naphthvl)bgnzoir? arj^ which was recrystallised 
from ethanol as a white solid. 

(d) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
25(a) but using thiophene-3-boronic acid there was prepared 
4-ttethQXY-3-f3-tMenvl)benzoic acid which was recrystallised 
from ethanol as a silvery coloured solid. 

(e) By proceeding in a similar manner to Reference Example 
25(a) but using 4-methoxyphenylboronic acid there was prepared 
4-methoxv-3- (4-methoxvphenvl)benzoi e acid which was 
recrystallised from acetonitrile as white needles, m.p. 221- 
227°C. 

REFERENCE EXAMPLE 26 
Methvl 4-methoxv-3- (benzvlthiomethv l)benzoafce 
A stirred solution of benzylmercaptan (0.75ml) in 
tetrahydrofuran (100ml), under nitrogen and at 0°C was treated 
with sodium hydride (0.45g). After stirring for 40 minutes the 
mixture was treated with methyl 3-bromomethyl-4-methoxybenzoate 
(1.5g, Reference Example 27) and this mixture allowed to warm 
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to room temperature then stirred for 8 hours and then stood for 
24 hours. The reaction mixture was treated with further sodium 
hydride (0.2g) and benzyl mercaptan (0.5ml) , stirred for 3 
hours then poured into water (200ml) . The mixture was 
extracted three times with ethyl acetate (50ml). The combined 
extracts were dried over magnesium sulphate then evaporated to 
give the title rmim^^ as a pale oran g e oil. 

REFERENCE KYAMPT.T- ->n 
MethYl 3-bromofflBthvl-4-mPhho r vbenzn a i-g 
A solution of methyl 4-methoxy-3-methylbenzoate (2.0g, 
Reference Example 28) and N-bromosuccinimide (2.2g) in 
chloroform (50ml) was treated with benzoyl peroxide (0.26g) and 
the mixture was heated at reflux for 5 hours then allowed to 
stand at room temperature for 18 hours. The reaction mixture 
was filtered and the filtrate was evaporated. The residual 
orange-red solid was dissolved in ethyl acetate and the 
solution was washed with water (50ml) then dried over magnesium 
sulphate and then evaporated. The residual light orange solid 
was recrystallised from methanol to give the title compound as 
a cream coloured solid, m.p. 122-125°C. 



REFERENCE FyAMPftff 3 ft 
Me tbvl 4 -met-horv- 3 -methyl benzna 

25 A stirred solution of 4-methoxy-3-methylbenzoic acid (7.5g, 

Reference Example 29) in methanol (200ml) was treated dropwise 
with acetyl chloride (2ml) and the mixture was heated at 
reflux. The reaction was followed by thin layer chromatography 
and when the reaction was complete the mixture was evaporated. 

30 The residue was dissolved in ethyl acetate (200ml) and the 

solution was washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate solution 
then dried over magnesium sulphate and then evaporated to give 
the title compound, as a light brown solid, m.p. 66-68°C. 



35 



REFERENCE EXAMPLE 29 
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4-Methoxv-3-methvlbenzoie nrAA 

A solution of 3-methyl-4-methoxybenzaldehyde (lOg) in acetone 
(470ml), at 40°C, was treated with a solution of potassium 
permanganate (18g) in water (40ml) over 45 minutes. The 
reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature then filtered. 
The filtrate was evaporated to remove the acetone and the 
remaining aqueous solution was acidified by addition of 
concentrated hydrochloric acid. The resulting solid was 
filtered and dried to give the title nmnnnrH aS an off-white 
solid, m.p. 193-198°C. 

REFERENCE E XAMPLE 3fl 
MethYl 4-methoxv-3- (benwl nxvmethvl ^ b enzoate 

A stirred solution of methyl 3-hydroxymethyl-4-methoxybenzoate 
(3g) in dimethyl formamide (100ml) was treated with sodium 
hydride (0.67g, 60% dispersion in mineral oil). After stirring 
at room temperature for 1 hour the mixture was treated dropwise 
with benzyl bromide (2ml), then stirred for 4 hours and then 
left standing at room temperature for 18 hours. The reaction 
mixture was evaporated. The residue was treated with water and 
the mixture extracted twice with dichlorome thane (300ml). The 
combined extracts were evaporated and the residue was 
triturated with a mixture of tetrahydrofuran and diethyl ether 
then filtered. The filtrate was evaporate to give the title 
compound as a yellow oily solid. 

REFERENCE EEAMPT.B 
MethYl 3 -hvdroxvmpthvl -4-methoxvhenTr.a f C 

A suspension of methyl 3-formyl-4-methoxybenzoate (6g) in 
methanol (140ml) was treated portionwise with sodium 
borohydride (1.28g). The resulting solution was stirred at 
room temperature for 1.25 hours then treated with dilute 
hydrochloric acid (40ml, IN). The mixture was evaporated to 
low volume then diluted with dichloromethane (250ml). The 
organic phase was separated, washed with water then dried over 
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magnesium sulphate and the evaporated to give the title 
compound as a colourless solid. 

REFERENCE ryampj.p ^ 

5-AcetninnnftliYi-a-f4-rhinr»nho Wvn -, . 3 .4. fW><rt< . TiTTl p 

A solution of N-(Acetoxyacetyl)- N '-(4-chlorobenzoyl>-hydrazine 
(5.8g, Reference Example 33) in toluene. (200ml) was treated 
with 4-toluenesulphonic acid (0.4g) and the mixture was heated 
at reflux for 12 hours whilst removing water by means of a Dean 
and Stark condenser. After cooling the reaction mixture was 
washed twice with water (200ml) then diluted with diethyl ether 
(50ml) then dried over magnesium sulphate and then evaporated 
to give the title samgflanfl as a pale yellow solid, m.p. 46- 
48°C. 



REFERENCE EXEMPT.* 33 

H- ( ftcetorvacetvi ) - w ; - 1 a -on arafagnzayj Uaedxaai ag 
A stirred solution of 4-chlorobenzoic hydrazide (6.76g) in a 
mixture of dichloromethane (125ml) and pyridine (25ml), under 
nitrogen, was treated with acetoxyacetyl chloride (4.5ml) over 
10 minutes. After stirring for 1 hour at room temperature the 
reaction mixture was treated with dilute hydrochloric acid 
(300ml, IN). The organic phase was separated then washed with 
dilute hydrochloric acid (300ml. IN) then with saturated sodium 
bicarbonate solution (150ml) then twice with water (150ml and 
200ml). The resulting suspension was filtered to give the 
t i tle Cpnropynfl as white crystals, m.p. 174-176°C. 

REFERENCE EXAMPT.B ^ 

Methyl 3 -hvdroxv-4 -methvi -ft fn » rpt . ft 

A stirred solution of 3-hydroxy-4-methyllbenzoic acid (5g) in 
methanol (70ml) was treated dropwise with concentrated 
sulphuric acid (0.5ml) and the mixture was heated at reflux for 
5 hours. The reaction mixture was treated with saturated 
sodium bicarbonate solution to give a solution of pH 7. The 



WO 97/03967 



PCT/GB96/01746 



- 134 - 

mixture web evaporated. The residue was treated with water 
(100ml) then extracted twice with ethyl acetate (70ml). The 
combined extracts were washed with saturated sodium bicarbonate 
solution then dried over magnesium sulphate then treated with 
5 charcoal. The mixture was filtered. The filtrate was 

evaporated to give the title comnnnnd as a pale yellow solid, 
m.p. 113°C. 

IN VITRO AND IN VIVO TEST PROCEDURE fi 

10 

X. Inhibitory effects of compounds on pd e iv activity 

1.1 Preparation of PDE from guinea pig xaacrophages 

15 The method is described in Turner et al. (Br. J. Pharmacol, 108 
876-883, 1993). Briefly, cells were harvested from the 
peritoneal cavity of horse-serum treated (0.5ml i.p.) Dunkin 
Hartley guinea pigs (250-400g) and the macrophages purified by 
discontinuous (55%, 65%, 70% v/v) gradient (Percoll) 

20 centrifugation. Washed macrophages were plated out in cell 
culture flasks and allowed to adhere. The cells were washed 
with Hank's balanced salt solution, scraped from the flasks 
and centrifuged (1000 g) . The supernatant was removed and the 
pellets stored at -80°C until Use. The pellet was homogenised 

25 in 20mM tris (hydroxymethyl) aminome thane HC1, pH 7.5, 2mM 
magnesium chloride, lmM dithiothreitol, 5mM 

ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid, 0.25mM sucrose, 20nM p-tosyl- 
1-lycine-chloromethyl-ketone, 10^g/ml leupeptin and 2000U/ml 
aprotinin. 

30 

1.2 Measurement of PDE activity 

PDE activity was determined in macrophage homogenates by the 
two-step radioisotopic method of Thompson et. al., (Adv. Cyclic 
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Nucl. Res., 1£, 69-92, 1979). The reaction mixture contained 
20mM trie (hydroxymethyl) aminome thane HC1 (pH 8.0) , lOmM 
magnesium chloride , 4mM 2-mercaptoethanol, 0.2mM 
ethylenebis(oxyethylenenitrilo)tetraacetic acid and 0.05mg of 
bovine serum albumin/ml. The concentration of substrate was 
luM. The IC50 values (i.e. concentrations which produced 50% 
inhibition of substrate hydrolysis) for the compounds examined 
were determined from concentration-response curves in which 
concentrations ranged from O.lnM to 40uM. 

ii In vivo bronchodilator act ions of compounds 

2.1 Measurement of bronchodilatation 

Bronchorelaxant activity are measured in in vivo tests in the 
anaesthetized guinea-pig or rat according to the method 
described in Underwood et al. (Pulm. Pharmacol. 203-212, 
1992) in which the effects on bronchospasm induced by 
histamine (or other spasmogens such as methacholine or 
leukotriene D4) was determined. Compounds are administered 
orally 1 hour prior to administration of spasmogen. 

i. Inhibitory effects of compounds agai n st anticren-indueed 

gPSinoPhilia in the rat in vivo 

3.1. Treatment of rats and measurement of eosinophil numbers 

Male Brown Norway rats weighing 150-250g are sensitized on days 
0, 12 and 21 with ovalbumin (100ug, i.p.). RatB are challenged 
on any one day between days 27-32. 

24 hours and 1 hour before antigen challenge rats are dosed 
orally. Rats are challenged by exposure for 30 minutes to 
nebulized saline or ovalbumin (1 % in saline). 
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24 hours after challenge, rats are killed and the airways are 4 

lavaged with physiological salt solution. Total and 

differential cell counts are made. 4 

5 

In Vitro Inhibitory Effects on TNF-alpha Release bv Human 

Monocytes 

The effects of compounds on TNF-alpha production by human 
10 peripheral blood monocytes (PBMs) were examined as follows. 

4.1. Preparation of blood mononuclear cells 

Mononuclear cells (monocytes and lymphocytes) were obtained by 
15 centrifugation of heparinised whole blood on Histopaque-1077, 
and resuspending the mononuclear cell fraction in modified 
Hank's balanced salt solution. Mononuclear cells comprised 
70-80% monocytes complemented by lymphocytes. 

20 4.2. Measurement of TNF-alpha release 

Purified mononuclear cells were spun down (200 g for 10 minutes 
at 20°C), resuspended at 10 6 PBMs/ml of medium; RPMI 1640 
containing l%v/v FCS, 50U/ml penicillin and 50ug/ml 
25 streptomycin, and plated out in 96 well plates at 2 xlO 5 

cells/well. After incubating for 1.5 hours at 37°C in a 5% C0 2 

incubator the medium (200ul) was changed to remove any 
non-adherent cells. One hour prior to challenge, the medium 
was changed to that containing compound for test or drug 
30 vehicle. Control treatments and compounds for test were 

assayed in quadruplicate wells. Compounds were tested within 
the concentration range of 3 x 10" 10 M to 3 x 10" 6 M. Medium 
(50ul) with or without 50ng/ml LPS (E. Coli, 055 B5 from 
Sigma, U.K.) was then added. The incubation was then 

i 
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continued for a further 18 hours. Cell supernatants were 
removed for storage at -20°C. 

TNP-alpha levels in cell supernatants were quantified using a 
standard sandwich ELISA technique. ELISA plates (Costar, U.K.) 
were coated overnight at 4©C with 3 mg/ml polyclonal goat anti- 
human TNF-alpha antibody (British Biotechnology, U.K.) in pH 
9.9 bicarbonate buffer. Rabbit polyclonal anti-human TNF-alpha 
antiserum (Janssen Biochimicha, Belgium) at 1/500 dilution was 
used as the second antibody and polyclonal goat anti-rabbit IgG 
horseradish peroxidase (Calbiochem, U.S.A.) at 1/8000 dilution 
was used as the detection antibody. Color development was 
measured by absorbance at 450nm using a Titek plate reader. 

TNF-alpha levels were calculated by interpolation from a 
standard curve using recombinant human TNF-alpha (British 
Biotechnology U.K.) (0. 125-8ng/ml) . Basal TNF-alpha levels were 
less than lOOpg/ml whilst LPS stimulation of the PBMs increased 
TNF-alpha levels to 3-10ng/ml. 

Inh i bitory effects of cwvoymfin against antioen-indnrpfl 

brgnchocffnstriction in the anagsjjigfcisgg: rat in vi™ 

5.1. Treatment of rats and measurement of antigen- induced 
bronchoconstriction 

Male Brown Norway rats weighing 150-250g are sensitized on days 
0, 12 and 21 with ovalbumin (100ug, i.p.). Rats are challenged 
on any one day between days 27-32. 

24 hours and 1 hour before antigen challenge rats are dosed 
orally. Rats are anaesthetized to allow recording of lung 
function (airway resistance and lung compliance) using 
respiratory mechanics software. Rats are challenged with 
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ovalbumin i.v. and the peak changes in airway resistance and 
lung compliance are determined. . 

Inh i b i tory effectn of compounds on B «>m m TNF- a iT>h* ^^^ a 

in LPS-challeno*.ri 

6.1. Treatment of animals and measurement of murine TNF-alpha 

Female Balb/c mice (age 6-8 weeks, weight 20-22g from Charles 
River, U.K.) in groups of five or more animals were dosed p.o. 
with compounds suspended in 1% (w/v) carboxymethyl cellulose : 
0.2% Tween 80 in PBS then challenged after a minimum period of 
30 min with 30»g of LPS i.p. After 90 minutes the animals were 
killed by carbon dioxide asphyxiation and bled by cardiac 
puncture. Blood was allowed to clot at 4°C, centrifuged 
(12,000 g for 5 minutes) and serum taken for TNF-alpha 
analysis. TNF-alpha levels were measured using a commercially 
available murine TNF-alpha ELISA kit, purchased from Genzyme 
(Cat. no. 1509.00), as recommended by the manufacturer. Values 
for TNF-alpha were calculated from a recombinant murine 
TNF-alpha standard curve. 



7. Streptococcal c ft n waii-inducpd ArthritM« jj p a -«, 

7.1 Preparation of s. Twnopn»« purified cell wall 

Purified S. PYpqenep cell wall is prepared from the cell pellet 
of a log-phase culture of s. nvoo»nA«. group A, strain D-58. 
The whole bacteria are homogenized by grinding with glass beads 
and the crude cell wall collected by centrifugation and 
subsequently washed with 2% SDS in PBS followed by PBS to 
remove contaminating proteins and nucleic acids. The cell wall 
is further purified by sonication and differential 
centrifugation to obtain a purified preparation which pelleted 
at 100,000 x g. This material is suspended in sterile PBS and 
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the quantity of cell wall determined by measuring the rhamnose 
content of the preparation (purified cell wall contains 28% 
rhamnose by weight). The material is filtered through a 0.22 
Mm filter and stored at 4°c until used for arthritis induction 

5 

7.2 Arthritis Induction and measurement of joint diameters 

Female Lewis rats weighing 140-160 g are injected 
intra-articularly into the left or right tibio-tarsal joint on 

10 day 0 with purified S. pyogenes cell wall (10\ig in lOjll sterile 
saline). On day 20, rats receive an intravenous injection of 
purified cell wall (100|ig in 100 nl sterile saline) via the 
lateral vein of the tail. Joint diameters are measured with 
calipers across the lateral and medial malleoli of the 

15 previously intra-articularly injected joint immediately prior 
to the i.v. injection and then daily through day 24. The net 
joint diameter is determined by subtracting the value for the 
contralateral joint. Body weights are also measured daily. 
Compounds or vehicle are administered by oral gavage on days 

20 20-23. Typically, 8-10 animals are used per group. For each 
dose, the total daily dose is divided into two equal aliquots 
which are given at approximately 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

The value of the compounds of the invention is enhanced by 
25 their very low mammalian toxicity levels. 

The present invention may be embodied in other specific forms 
without departing from the spirit or essential attributes 
30 thereof . 
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CLAIMS 

r 

1. A compound of formula (I) 



V it' 



R A Z ^ Q "Z J R J (I) 



wherein 

R 1 represents a straight- or branched-chain alkyl group of 
1 to about 6 carbon atoms , optionally substituted by one or 
10 more halogen atoms, or when Z 1 is a direct bond R 1 may also 
represent a hydrogen atom; 

R 2 represents an optionally substituted aryl, partially 
saturated bicycloaryl, heteroaryl or R*R*>N- group; 

R 3 represents an optionally substituted aryl or heteroaryl 
15 group; 

A 1 represents a direct bond, a straight- or branched-chain 
allcylene linkage containing from 1 to about 6 carbon atoms 
optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxyl, alkoxy or oxo, or 
A 1 represents a straight- or branched- carbon chain comprising 
20 from 2 to about 6 carbon atoms and contains a double or triple 
carbon-carbon bond, or is interrupted by an oxygen or sulphur 
atom, a phenylene, imino (-NH-) or alkylimino linkage, or a 
sulphinyl or sulphonyl group; 

Z 1 represents an oxygen or sulphur atom or a direct bond; 
25 z2 represents an oxygen or sulphur atom or a direct bond; 

Z 3 represents a -C=C-, -CH2-CZ-, -CZ-CH 2 -, -CZ-CZ-, 
-CH2-NH-, -CH2-0-, -CH2-S-, -CH 2 -S0-, -CH 2 -S0 2 -, -CF2-0-, 
-CZ-NH-, -NH-CH2-, -0-CH 2 -, -S-CH2-, -SO-CH 2 -, -S02-CH2-, 
-0-CF2-, -0-CZ-, -NH-CZ-, -N=N-, -NH-S0 2 -, -S0 2 -NH-, 
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-CZ-CZ-NH-, -NH-CO-0-, -0-CO-NH-, -C (=NORC) CH 2 - , -C(F)=N-, - 
CH(F)-CH 2 - or -NH-CO-NH- linkage; 

Z represents an oxygen or sulphur atom; 

R a and R b each independently represents an alkyl or 
5 arylalkyl group, or NR a R b forms a 4-6 membered cyclic amine 
which optionally contains an additional heteroatom selected 
from O, S, NH or NR C , or is substituted with an oxo group; 

R c represents an alkyl or arylalkyl group; 

Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 , which may be the same or different, each 
10 represents a CH or CX 1 linkage or a nitrogen atom; and 

X 1 represents a halogen atom; 

and N-oxides thereof, and their prodrugs, pharmaceutically 
acceptable salts, and solvates (e.g. hydrates), thereof; 

but excluding compounds of formula (I) where R 1 represents 

15 a straight- or branched- chain aikyl group of 1 to about 4 
carbon atoms substituted by one or more fluorine atoms, R 2 
represents a phenyl group, R 3 represents an optionally 
substituted phenyl or pyridyl group. A 1 represents methylene 
group, Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 each represent a CH linkage, Z 1 and Z 2 

20 each represent an oxygen atom, and Z 3 represents a -CO-NH- 
linkage, and compounds of formula (I) where R 1 represents 
methyl, ethyl, dif luoromethyl or trif luoromethyl, R 2 represents 
a phenyl group optionally substituted with C^alkyl, 

Ci_4alkoxy or halogen, R 3 represents an optionally substituted 
25 aryl or heteroaryl group. A 1 represents a Cj-galkylene 

(optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxy or alkoxy) , a 
-OC 2 _ 6 alkylene, or a -NHC 2 _ 6 alkylene linkage, Q 1 , Q 2 and Q 3 
each represent a CH linkage, Z 1 and Z 2 each represent an oxygen 
atom, and Z 3 represents a -CH 2 -0-, -CH 2 -NH-, -CH 2 -S-, -o-CH 2 -, 



.9 
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-S-CH 2 -, -NH-CH 2 -, -CH 2 -C0-, -C0-CH 2 -, -C0-NH-, -0-CO- or 
-NH-CO- linkage. 

2. A compound according to claim 1 in which Z 1 represents an 
oxygen atom and R 1 represents a straight- or branched-chain 
alkyl group of 1 to about 6 carbon atoms, optionally 
substituted by one or more halogen atoms. 

3. A compound according to claim 1 or claim 2 in which Q 1 and 
Q 3 are CH and q2 i s CH, CF, N or N(O) . 

4. A compound according to any previous claim in which Z 3 
represents -CO-NH-, -CO-CH 2 -, -C(F)=N- or -CH(F)-CH 2 -. 

5. A compound according to any previous claim in which R 3 
represents an optionally substituted azaheteroaryl group, or an 
N-oxide thereof. 

6. A compound according to claim 5 in which R 3 represents 
pyridyl substituted by one or more halogen atoms, or an N-oxide 
thereof . 

7. A compound according to claim 6 in which R 3 represents 
3,5-dichloropyrid-4-yl, or an N-oxide thereof. 



8. A compound of formula (la) 
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wherein 

R 1 represents a straight- or branched-chain alkyl group of 
1 to about 6 carbon atomB, optionally substituted by one or 
more halogen atoms; 

R 2 represents an optionally substituted aryl, a partially 
saturated bicycloaryl, an optionally substituted heteroaryl 
group, or a substituted oxadiazole ring, or a R a R&N- group 
(wherein R* and R*> are as defined in Claim 1); 

A 1 represents a direct bond, a straight- or branched-chain 
alkylene linkage containing from 1 to about 6 carbon atoms 
optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxyl, alkoxy or oxo, or 
A 1 represents a straight- or branched-carbon chain comprising 
from 2 to about 6 carbon atoms and contains a double or triple 
carbon-carbon bond, or is interrupted by an oxygen or sulphur 
atom, a phenylene, imino (-NH-) or alkylimino linkage, or a 
sulphinyl or sulphonyl group; 

Z 2 represents an oxygen or sulphur atom or a direct bond; 
Z 4 represents NH or CH 2 ; 

Q 2 represents a CH or CX 1 linkage or a nitrogen atom; and 
20 x1 ' x2 and X 3 each represent a halogen atom; 

and N-oxides thereof, and their prodrugs, pharmaceutical^ 
acceptable salts, and solvates (e.g. hydrates), thereof; 

but excluding compounds of formula (la) where R 1 
represents a straight- or branched-chain alkyl group of 1 to 
about 4 carbon atoms substituted by one or more fluorine atoms, 
R 2 represents a phenyl group, A 1 represents methylene group, Q 2 
represents a CH linkage, Z 2 represents an oxygen atom, and Z 4 
represents NH, and compounds of formula (la) where R 1 
represents methyl, ethyl, dif luoromethyl or trif luoromethyl, R 2 
represents a phenyl group optionally substituted with 
Ci.jalkyl, C^alkoxy or halogen. A 1 represents a Ci_galkylene 
(optionally substituted by halogen, hydroxy or alkoxy), a 



25 



30 
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-OC 2 -6alkylene, or a -NHC 2 -6 alk Yl*ne linkage, Q 2 represents a 

CH linkage , Z 2 represents an oxygen atom, and Z 4 represents NH 
or CH2 • 

9. A compound according to any previous claim in which r! 
represents a C 1 . 4 alkyl group optionally substituted by one or 
more halogen atoms. 

10. A compound according to any previous claim in which R 2 
represents an optionally substituted heteroaryl group. 

11. A compound according to claim 10 in which R 2 represents an 
optionally substituted thienyl, thiazolyl or pyridyl group or a 
substituted 1, 2, 4-oxadiazole or a substituted 1, 3, 4-oxadiazole 
group. 

12. A compound according to claim 11 in which R 2 represents 
l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl or l,3,4-oxadiazol-5-yl each substituted 
in the 3- or 2-position respectively by an optionally 
substituted phenyl group or a heteroaryl group. 

13. A compound according to claim 12 in which R 2 represents 
3 -heteroaryl -1,2,4 -oxadiazol - 5-yl group . 

14. A compound according to claim 13 in which R 2 represents 
3-(2-pyridyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl group. 

15. A compound according to any of the claims 1-9 in which R 2 
represents an optionally substituted aryl group. 

16. A compound according to claim 15 in which R 2 represents 
phenyl or 4-methoxyphenyl. 
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17. A compound according to any of the claims 1-9 in which R 2 
represents a 2-indanyl group. 

18. A compound according to any previous claim in which R 3 
represents 3,5-dichloropyrid-4-yl or 3, 5-dichloro-l-oxido-4- 
pyridinio. 

19. A compound according to any previous claim in which A 1 
represents a straight chain C 1 _ 4 alkylene linkage or a straight 
chain C 3 _ 4 alkylene linkage interrupted by an oxygen atom. 

20. A compound according to any previous claim in which Z 2 is 
an oxygen atom or a direct bond. 

21. A compound according to any previous claim in which and 
Q 3 are CH and Q 2 is CH, N or N(O). 

22. A compound according to claim 8 in which R 1 is methyl or 
difluoromethyl, R 2 is a 3- (2-pyridyl) -1, 2, 4-oxadiazol-5-yl 
group, X 2 and X 3 each represent a chlorine atom and A 1 . Q 2 # z 2 
and Z 4 are as defined in any previous claim. 

23. N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (4- 
phenylbutoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) - 4-methoxy-3-{3- (4-methoxyphenyl) - 
l#2,4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy}benzamide; 

3- (benzylthiomethyl) -N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4- 
methoxybenz amide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 - di chloropyr idin- 4-yl)-3-[3-< pyr idin- 2 -y 1 ) - 1 , 2 , 4 - 
oxadiazol - 5 -ylmethoxy ] -4 -methoxybenzamide ; 

4- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -1, 2, 4-dxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -N- (3,5- 
dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -5-methoxypyridine-2-carboxamide; 
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N- <3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-2- 
yloxymethyl ) benzamide; 

3-[3-<4-chlorophenyl)-l, 2,4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -N-(3,5- 
dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxybenzamide; 
5 N- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- (3-methyl-l,2,4- 
oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-4- 
yl ) ethoxy] benzamide; 

N-(3 # 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-metho3cy-3-(2-{4-methylthiazol-5 
10 yl} ethoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- <2-thien-2- 
ylethoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3-benzyloxybenzamide; 
N- ( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -4-methoxy- 3- (4- 
15 phenylbutoxy ) benzamide ; 

N-(3 # 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3- 
yl ) propyl oxy] benzamide; 

N- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy~3- (2- 
benzyloxyethoxy ) benzamide ; 
20 3-{2-[3-(4-chlorophenyl)-l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl]ethyl}-N-(3 # 5- 
dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxybenzamide; 
N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (2- 
phenylethoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-dif luoromethoxy-3- (2- 
25 phenylethoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -5-methoxy-4- [2- (4- 

methoxyphenyl ) ethoxy] pyridine-2-carboxamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 

yl ) ethoxy] benzamide; 
30 N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-3- 

yl ) ethoxy] benzamide; 

N- (3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- (2- 
phenyle thyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (2- 
35 phenylethynyl ) benzamide; 
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N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- 
(phenoxymethyl ) benzamide; 
N-(3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- 
( benzyl oxyme thy 1 ) benzamide; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- (4- 
methoxypheny 1 ) benzamide ; 

N-(3 # 5-dicliloropyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3-[3-(2-thienyl)-l r 2r4 
oxadiazol-5-yl]methoxybenzamide; 

N-(3, 5 -dichloropyr idin-4 -yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- [2- (4-chlorophenyl) - 
1 , 3 , 4 -oxadiazol - 5-yl ] me thoxybenz amide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (4-methoxyphenyl) 
1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol - 5-yl ] methoxybenzamide; 
3- [3- <4-Chlorophenyl) -1, 2,4-oxadiazol-5-yl] -N- (3, 5- 
dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) -4 -methoxybenzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- [3 - (4-methoxyphenyl) 
1 , 2 , 4 - oxadi a z o 1 - 5 -y 1 ] ben z ami de ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- ( 3 -phenyl -1, 2, 4- 
oxadiazol- 5-yl ) benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3 - (pyridin-2-yl) - 
1,2 , 4 -oxadiazol -5-yl] benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -5-methoxy-4- (2 - [pyr idin- 3- 
y 1 ] e thoxy > pyr i dine- 2 - carboxamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin-4 -yl ) - 5 -methoxy-4 - ( 2 - [pyr idin- 2 - 
yl] ethoxy)pyridine-2-carboxamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloro-pyr idin-4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - [ 3 - ( pyr idin-4 - 
yl ) propyloxy] benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloro-pyridin-4-yl ) -4 -me thoxy- 3- [ 3 - (pyridin-3 - 
yl) propyloxy] benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl ) -4 -methoxy- 3- [2- (4- 
methoxyphenyl ) e thenyl ] benzamide ; 

N- { 3 , 5 -dichloro-pyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - [ 2 - ( pyr idin- 2 - 
yl ) ethynyl ] benzamide ; 

N- { 3 , 5 - dichloro-pyr i din- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - [ 2 - ( pyr idin- 2 - 
yl ) ethyl ] benzamide ; 
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N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin- 4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - ( 2 - 
naphthyl ) benz amide; 

N- ( 3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl ) -4 -methoxy- 3- (2- 
benzof uranyl } benzamide ; 
5 N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (1- 
naphthyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy-3- (3- thienyl) benzamide; 
2- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -1- {4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yl ) ethoxy] phenyl } e thanone ; 
10 2- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -1- {4 -methoxy- 3- [2- (pyridin-3- 
yl ) ethoxy] phenyl } ethanone ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (4- 
methoxybenzyl ) benzamide ; 

N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- (3- (4- 
15 methoxyphenyl ) propyl ) benzamide; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (4- 
methoxyphenyl thiomethyl ) benzamide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- (pyridin-2- 
ylmethoxy) benzamide; 
20 N- (3, 5 -dichloro-pyridin-4 -yl ) - 4 -methoxy- 3 - (pyridin-3- 
ylmethoxy ) benzamide; 

N-(3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- (pyridin-4- 
ylmethoxy) benzamide; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methyl-3- (pyridin-2- 
25 ylethoxy ) benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -4 -methoxy- 3- { 2- ( 1- 
piperidinyl ) ethoxy } benz amide; 

N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl ) -4 -methoxy- 3- { 2- ( 2-oxo-pyrrolidin- 
1-yl ) ethoxy} benzamide; 
30 N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (2- 
phenoxyethoxy) benzamide; 

N- ( 3 , 5-dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) -4 -me thoxy- 3 - { 2 - ( 3 -methylpyr idin- 2 - 
yl) ethoxy } benzamide ; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (2-furyl)benzamide; 
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N- (3, 5- dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) 
indanyloxy ) benzamide; 



4 -methoxy- 3- (2- 



♦ 



N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl ) 
f uryl ) ethoxy)benzamide; 



4-methoxy-3-{2- (2- 



5 N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl ) 



3-{2-(pyridin-2- 



yl) ethyl} benzamide; 

( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro ( 3 - { 3 - ( 4 -chlorophenyl ) - 
1 , 2 , 4 -oxadiazol- 5 -ylmethoxy } -4 -methoxyphenyl ) methylene ] amine ; 
(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N-[fluoro(4-methoxy-3-(3-methyl- 
10 1, 2 , 4 -oxadiazol -5 -ylmethoxy ) phenyl) methylene] amine; 

(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N-[fluoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 -pyr idin- 
4-ylethoxy}phenyl) -methylene] amine; 

( 3 , 5 -dichloropyridin- 4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 - ( 4 - 
methyl thiazol-5-yl ) ethoxy } phenyl ) methylene] amine; 
15 (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N- [f luoro- (4-methoxy-3-{2-thien-2- 
ylethoxy}phenyl) -methylene] amine; 

( 3 , 5-dichloropyridin- 4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro- ( 4 -methoxy-3- 
{benzyloxy} phenyl ) -methylene] amine ; 

<3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N- [f luoro- (4-methoxy-3- {4- 
20 phenylbutoxy } phenyl ) -methylene] amine; 

(3,5-dichloropyridin-4-yl)-N- [f luoro- (4-methoxy-3- { (3-pyridin- 

3-yl ) propyloxy) phenyl ) -methylene] amine; 

( 3 , 5 -di chloropyr idin-4 -yl ) -N- [ f luoro- ( 4 -methoxy- 3 - { 2 - 

benzyloxyethoxy}phenyl) -methylene] amine; 
25 (3, 5-di chloropyr idin- 4 -yl) -N- [f luoro- (4 -methoxy- 3- {2- 

piperidinylethoxy}phenyl) -methylene] amine; 

2- (3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -1- (3- (pyridin-2-ylethoxy) -4- 
methoxyphenyl) -1-fluoroe thane; 

and N-oxides, and pharmaceutically acceptable Baits and 
30 solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

24. N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (2-phenyl- 
e t hoxy ) benz ami de ; 

N- (3 r 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxy- 3- (4-phenyl- 
35 butoxy ) benzamide ; 
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N- ( 3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -y 1 ) - 4 -di f luorome thoxy- 3- [2- 

phenylethoxy] benzamide; ( 

N- (3 , 5 -dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl) -4 -me thoxy- 3- (2- 

benzyloxye thoxy ) benzamide ; * 
5 N- (3, 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- (2- 
phenoxyethoxy) benzamide ; 

N- ( 3 , 5 - dichloropyr idin- 4 -yl ) - 5 -me thoxy- 4 - [ 2 - ( 4 - 
methoxyphenyl ) e thoxy] pyridine- 2 -carboxamide ; 
N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -me thoxy- 3- (2- 
10 indanyloxy ) benzamide ; 

N-(3,5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl)-4-methoxy-3- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yl )e thoxy ] benzamide ; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-4- 
yl ) propyloxy ] benzamide ; 
15 N- (3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3- [3- (pyridin-3- 
yl ) propyloxy] benzamide ; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) - 5-methoxy-4- [2- (pyridin-2- 
yl) ethoxy] pyridine-2-carboxamide; 

N- (3 , 5-dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4-methoxy-3 - (2-thien-2- 
20 ylethoxy) benzamide; 

3- [3- (4-chlorophenyl) -l,2,4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -n- (3,5- 
dichloropyridin-4 -yl ) -4 -methoxybenzamide ; 

3 - [ 3 - ( 4 -methoxyphenyl ) - 1 , 2 , 4 -oxadi a zol - 5 -y Ime thoxy ] -N- (3,5- 

dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxybenzamide; 
25 N- ( 3 , 5-dichloro-pyridin-4-yl ) -3- [3- (pyridin-2-yl ) -1, 2 , 4- 

oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -4 -methoxybenzamide; 

3- [2- (4-chlorophenyl) -1, 3, 4-oxadiazol-5-ylmethoxy] -N- (3,5- 

dichloropyridin-4-yl) -4 -methoxybenzamide; 
and N-oxides, and pharmaceutical ly acceptable salts and 
30 solvates (e.g. hydrates) thereof. 

25. A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound as 
claimed in claim 1 in association with a pharmaceutical ly 
acceptable carrier or excipient. 

35 
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26. A compound of formula (I) as claimed in any preceding 
claim for use in therapy. 

27. a compound of formula (I) as claimed in any preceding 
claim for use in the treatment of a patient suffering from, or 
subject to, a condition which can be ameliorated by the 
administration of an inhibitor of TNF. 

28. A compound of formula (I) as claimed in any preceding 
claim for use in the treatment of a patient suffering from, or 
subject to, a condition which can be ameliorated by the 
administration of an inhibitor of type IV cyclic AMP 
phosphodiesterase. 

29. A composition as claimed in Claim 25 for use in the 
treatment of a patient suffering from, or subject to, a 
condition which can be ameliorated by the administration of an 
inhibitor of TNF. 

30. A composition as claimed in Claim 25 for use in the 
treatment of a patient suffering from, or subject to, a 
condition which can be ameliorated by the administration of an 
inhibitor of type IV cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase. 

31. Use of a compound of formula (I) as claimed in any 
preceding claim in the manufacture of a medicament for the 
treatment of a patient suffering from, or subject to, a 
condition which can be ameliorated by the administration of an 
inhibitor of TNF. 

32. Use of a compound of formula (I) as claimed in any 
preceding claim in the manufacture of a medicament for the 
treatment of a patient suffering from, or subject to, a 
condition which can be ameliorated by the administration of an 
inhibitor of type IV cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase. 



WO 97/03967 



PCT/GB96/01746 



- 152 - 



33. A method for the treatment of a human or animal patient 
suffering from, or subject to, a condition which can be 
ameliorated by the administration of an inhibitor of TNF or of 
type IV cyclic AMP phosphodiesterase comprising administering 
to said patient an effective amount of a compound of formula 
(I) as claimed in any preceding claim. 

34. A compound substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to the Examples. 
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